
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
"I am increasingly suspicious that shadow language is used 

because many political leaders either don't support abortion 

and are afraid to say so or because they want to pretend 

that a moral evil is somehow a moral good.  And the only 

way to make evil into good is to disguise it." 

--Cardinal Roger Mahoney, on the phrase "a woman's right 

to choose..." 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  MAY 10, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $1,996.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $837.50 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of May, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  9:00 AM, Sunday 05/17/15; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 05/10/15. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

May 20 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 7:00 PM. 
May 25 - MEMORIAL DAY MASS at 9:00 AM at the Mt. Calvary Cemetery. 
June 7 - Annual 2010 Corporation Meeting at the Knights of Columbus Park at 2 PM.  All Knights are asked to come! 
June 10 -  Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 7:00 PM at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food 

items.  This month we are seeking 
“oatmeal.”  Each month we will let you know 

the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

WOMENS GUILD MEETING 
 The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Meeting has been 
canceled for the month of May.   The next meeting will be 
on Sunday, June 14th immediately following the 11:00 AM 

Mass in Parsons.      

 

SECOND COLLECTION FOR CEMETERY FUND 
There will be a special collection on Memorial Day weekend 
for the Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund.  Donations will be used 
to defray the maintenance costs at the cemetery.  Special 
envelopes will be provided.  (Please make checks payable 

to:  Mt Calvary Cemetery Fund.)   

 

PROPER ATTIRE FOR THE HOLY MASS 
      As the weather begins to get consistently warmer and we put away the winter clothing, I think it is important for us to 
remember that when we come to Mass we are expecting to meet Almighty God and I hope that we would want to dress in 
such a fashion that would show respect, not only for God, but for others around us.   
      Clothes should be worn that are modest and speak of one’s desire to meet Jesus.  Regardless of the styles of society, 
there are certain styles that are never acceptable at Mass.  The following is a list of some of the things that can be disre-
spectful or immoral:  boys wearing hats/caps during Mass,  pajamas, pants so baggy boxer undershorts are showing, tank 
tops, spaghetti straps, strapless, tube tops, necklines that plunge, clothes that are “shrink wrapped” onto a body, hemlines 
should be respectable when standing and sitting, flip-flops are great for the beach but sandals are appropriate for Mass.   
This is not an all inclusive list, but it is some of the most popular trends that are becoming the “norm.”  -Fr. Grassi 

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

St. Thomas………….…..$561.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,170) 6% of goal met. 

 

Our Lady of Mercy …...$1,900.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,715) 69% of goal met.  

 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT SUNDAY 
The second collection next Sunday, May 24th is for the 

Peter’s Pence Collection.  This special collection gives the 
Holy Father the means to provide emergency assistance to 

those in need because of war, oppression, disease, etc. 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of May, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East   

and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

THE STRANGER IN OUR HOME 
      

     A few years after I was born, my Dad met a stranger who was new to our small town.   From the beginning, 
Dad was fascinated with this enchanting newcomer and soon invited him to live with our family. The stranger was 
quickly accepted and was around from then on.  
     As I grew up, I never questioned his place in my family.   In my young mind, he had a special niche.  My par-
ents were complementary instructors: Mom taught me good from evil, and Dad taught me to obey.  But the 
stranger... he was our storyteller. He would keep us spellbound for hours on end with adventures, mysteries and 
comedies. 
      If I wanted to know anything about politics, history or science, he always knew the answers about the past, 
understood the present and even seemed able to predict the future!  He took my family to the first major league 
ball game.   He made me laugh, and he made me cry. The stranger never stopped talking, but Dad didn't seem to 
mind.  Sometimes, Mom would get up quietly while the rest of us were shushing each other to listen to what he had 
to say, and she would go to the kitchen for peace and quiet.  (I wonder now if she ever prayed for the stranger to 

leave.)  
     Dad ruled our household with certain moral convictions, but the stranger never felt obligated to honor them.   
Profanity, for example, was not allowed in our home - not from us, our friends or any visitors. Our long time visi-
tor,  however, got away with four-letter words that burned my ears and made my dad squirm and my mother blush.   
       My Dad didn't permit the liberal use of alcohol but the stranger encouraged us to try it on a regular basis.  He 
made cigarettes look cool, cigars manly, and pipes distinguished.  He talked freely (much too freely!) about sex.  His 
comments were sometimes blatant, sometimes suggestive, and generally embarrassing..  
     I now know that my early concepts about relationships were influenced strongly by the stranger. Time after 
time, he opposed the values of my parents, yet he was seldom rebuked .... And NEVER asked to leave.  
     More than fifty years have passed since the stranger moved in with our family.   He has blended right  in and is 
not nearly as fascinating as he was at first.  Still, if you could walk into my parents' den today, you would still find 
him sitting over in his corner, waiting for someone to listen to him talk and watch him draw his pictures.  

His name?.... We just call him 'TV.'  
He has a wife now....we call her 'Computer.'  
Their first child is "Cell Phone".  
Second child "IPod "  
And JUST BORN a couple of years ago WAS a Grandchild:  IPAD 

 

To our Parish Family, St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy, 
 

     It is with heartfelt gratitude that I write this note in behalf of Mike Flanagan.  I want to let you know how much our 
family appreciates your caring by placing Mike’s name on the prayer list.  We are firm believers in the power of prayer to 
our merciful God.  Your concerns and acts of kindness are forever in our hearts.  Mike’s health condition was very serious.  
I am now happy to let you know he is showing some progress.   It is through difficult times that we realize the compassion 
and caring from our friends neighbors and parish family.  May God bless each of you with His special grace.  Please contin-
ue prayers for his full recovery. 
 

Sincerely,   
 

Jerry, Anita, Mike, Melony, Caleb, Collin and Jody Flanagan 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         05/24              Ariona Plumley & Addie Buckley                            Jessica Gutshall                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      05/17 - 05/23: Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         05/23              Rita Johnson                                                       Beth Spencer            
         05/24              Betty Woods & Mary Sagace                                 Michelle Snyder                           Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Eula Jean & 
Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Peran-
do, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Ascension of the Lord 

   
  May 18  Monday                  *Sunny Faretto                            7:15 AM  Thomas                                
  May 19  Tuesday                                                            Lucille Kotten                                                  5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 20  Wednesday                                                  Fr. Cesidio Federico    9:00 AM  Parsons 
  May 21  Thursday                                                             Josephine Carr                                         5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 22  Friday                                                              Diana DiBacco                  5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 23  Saturday                                           Bill & Leah Marco     9:00 AM  Parsons 
  May 23  SATURDAY VIGIL                                         Susan Saboites                                        5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 24  SUNDAY                                                           Dennis Beke     9:00 AM  Thomas      
  May 24  SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                     11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


