
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
"The method of killing a human child, one cannot even 

accurately say an entirely unborn human child, proscribed 
by this statute is so horrible that the most clinical descrip-
tion of it evokes a shudder of revulsion... the notion that 
the constitution of the United States, designed, among 

other things, 'to establish justice, insure domestic tranquili-
ty, ... and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 

our posterity,' prohibits the states from simply banning this 
visibly brutal means of eliminating our half-born posterity is 

quite simply absurd."  --Justice Antonin Scalia 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  MAY 24, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $2,763.00 
Peters’ Pence  Collection:   $255.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $1,060.50 
Peters’ Pence Collection:  $305.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of June, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 06/21/15; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 06/14/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

June 2 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory Conference room. 
June 7 - Annual 2010 Corporation Meeting at the Knights of Columbus Park at 2 PM.  All Knights are asked to come! 
June 10 -  Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 7:00 PM at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
June 14 -  Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
June 18 -  4th Degree Knights of Columbus Meeting in the Knights Meeting Room in Parsons at 7PM. 
June 21 -  Father’s Day breakfast after Mass in Thomas and Father’s day picnic after Mass in Parsons. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food 

items.  This month we are seeking 
“oatmeal.”  Each month we will let you know 

the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

VISITING PRIEST 
Fr. Constantin Konyi, CICM, a Missionhurst missionary, will 
be visiting our parish next weekend, June 6-7 to present a 
mission appeal while Fr. Grassi is away.  A second collec-

tion will be taken up at all the masses with proceeds going 
to Missionhurst—CICM. 

 

MEMORIAL DAY COLLECTION 
Thanks to all who gave to our annual Memorial Day collec-
tion for the Mt. Calvary Cemetery.  Total funds raised 
were:  $1,664.00.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 

FOOD PANTRY REMINDER 
We will be gathering food and monetary donations next 

Sunday, June 7th at the entrance of the Our Lady of Mercy 
Church.   This is the last collection for the Knights of  

Columbus reimbursement credit for food,  
($100 for each 1000 pounds of food.)   

Thank you for supporting our local food pantry. 

 

 ANNUAL 2010 CORPORATION MEETING 
All Knights of Columbus members are reminded of this 

important meeting scheduled for, June 7th at 2:00 PM at 
the K of C Community Park in Thomas. 

 

2015 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

St. Thomas………….…..$1,638.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,170) 20% of goal met. 

 

Our Lady of Mercy …...$2,350.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,715) 86% of goal met.  

 

FATHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Father’s Day Cards are available for only $2.00 at both St. 
Thomas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches for those who 
would like to have your living and deceased fathers re-

membered at the Father’s Day Masses. 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of May, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  
armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

             THE INFINITE VALUE OF 'HAVING A MASS SAID' By Patty Knap 
 

It is fascinating how a few words can suddenly jump out and inspire us, even when it is something we have heard over 
and over. 
 

Years ago I was at a parish meeting of the Catholic Daughters (sister group to the Knights of Columbus) with my mother. 
We were both members and that particular evening, the group was discussing and voting on whether the standard of hav-
ing a Mass said for a deceased member should continue. A couple of women raised the idea of maybe branching out from 
the tradition by sending a plant instead, or a contribution to the family’s charity of choice. 
      

An older woman a few rows back raised her hand and I have never forgotten what she said that night: “When I die, I want 
the Mass said, and as many as I can get! What good will a plant do for anyone’s soul? The Mass has infinite value! We 
don’t know who’s in purgatory and who’s not. Please! I vote for the Masses!” 
 

I had been to Mass all my life, went to Catholic schools, my parents always had a Mass said on various anniversaries and 
for various people. But the need for the Mass and the tremendous grace associated with it never quite struck me like this 
woman’s spontaneous yet profound statement. 
 

Who could vote for a plant after this spontaneous yet riveting defense of the Mass!? The Mass stayed. 
The Mass has been called the ‘sacrifice of sacrifices’, the sacramental re-presentation of the Sacrifice of Calvary. Dominican 
Father Vincent Serpa, chaplain for Catholic Answers in San Diego, said, “The Mass is the same sacrifice as the sacrifice on 
Calvary. It is brought down through history into our very lives, so that whatever we are praying for is united with the pray-
er of Christ to the Father. It is the most perfect prayer.” Saint Thomas Aquinas said, “The celebration of Holy Mass is as 
valuable as the death of Jesus on the Cross.” Other Saints have spoken about Mass as well: 
"Put all the good works of the world against one Holy Mass; they will be as a grain of sand beside a mountain." 
-Saint John Vianney 
 

"..for every Mass devoutly celebrated, many souls leave Purgatory and fly to Heaven." 
-Saint Jerome 
  

Once Saint Theresa was overwhelmed with God's goodness and asked our Lord "How can I thank you?" He replied, 
"ATTEND ONE MASS." 
 

I have thought of the beautiful words that woman spoke about the Mass many times since that evening, especially when 
someone I know has died or I hear of another death. 
 

Besides the spiritual benefit for the deceased in purgatory, there is yet another benefit from the Mass after a death. We 
can bring great relief and hope to those suffering after the death of a loved one by reminding them of the benefits of the 
Mass. Our Mass card truly means endlessly more than a simple sympathy card. 
 

Having experienced the deaths of several people I loved very much, I was enduring ongoing grief that I found no relief 
from. It was only in attending Mass for these people, having Masses said for them, and reacquainting myself with the ben-
efits of the Mass for their souls that I found peace. All my memories, all my tears—they could do nothing for the person I 
missed so much! But having a Mass said for them not only expressed love for the person gone from my sight, but if they 
were waiting in purgatory, it helped them along on their way to heaven—something they could not do for themselves once 
passed from this life. 
 

A number of times over recent years I have also encountered others in great pain and paralyzing grief over the death of a 
loved one. I have found that when they are reminded of the infinite value of each Mass they stop and think, and realize 
that the best thing they can do with their heartache is take it to Mass and offer it for the person they miss so much. When 
we go beyond a perfunctory “I’ll have a Mass said for your mother” and share what that gift for the departed soul really 
means, the grieving person is offered the one true consolation—Jesus Christ Himself—and the hope of seeing the person 
they miss so much again in heaven. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         06/07              Kaylee DiBacco & Dee Oldaker                             Kathy DiBacco                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      05/31 - 06/06: Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         06/06              Pat & Kathy Kotten                                              Beth Spencer            
         06/07              Titi Ferguson                                                       John Ferguson                            Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Eula Jean & 
Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Peran-
do, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 The Most Holy Trinity 

  Jun 01  Monday                                            Andrew DiBacco    7:15 AM  Thomas 
  Jun 02  Tuesday                                                           Kathryn McCoy    5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jun 03  Wednesday                                                 Poor Souls in Purgatory                     9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Jun 04  Thursday                                                              *Allyson Hott       5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jun 05  First Friday                                                   Patrick Flanagan          1:00 PM C.A. 
  Jun 05  First Friday                                          ADORATION & BENEDICTION   5:00 PM Parsons  
  Jun 05  First Friday                                                       Fr. Karl Wohinc    6:00 PM Parsons 
  Jun 06  First Saturday                                               Victor Bluj       9:00 AM Parsons 
  Jun 06  SATURDAY VIGIL                                       Marguerite Zizunas                                 5:00 PM Thomas    
  Jun 07  SUNDAY                                                       People of the Parish               9:00 AM Thomas      
  Jun 07  SUNDAY                                                     Martha Kochenderfer                           11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


