
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
They [the women] are never allowed to look 

 at the ultrasound because we knew that if they  
so much as heard the heart beat, they wouldn’t want to 

have an abortion. 
 –Dr. Randall, former abortionist 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JUNE 07, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $2,514.50 
Mission Collection:  $1,181.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $652.00 
Mission Collection:  $242.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of June, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 06/21/15; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 06/14/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

June 14 -  Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
June 18 -  4th Degree Knights of Columbus Meeting in Parsons at 7PM. 
June 21 -  Father’s Day breakfast after Mass in Thomas and Father’s day picnic after Mass in Parsons. 
July 05 - “ASK FATHER”  immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass in Parsons. 
July 07 - Society of St. Thomas Women will hold their monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory conference room. 
July 08 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center Knights room. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food 
items.  This month we are seeking “dried 

beans.”  Each month we will let you know the 
items that are most needed.  

(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Sometimes we tend to forget how easy it is to help  

another human being.  A Blood Drive is being held on 
Thursday, June 18th from 2—6 PM at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church Social Hall.  If you can spare only 15 minutes, you 

could save one life.   

 

FATHER’S DAY IS NEXT WEEKEND! 
To honor all the Father’s of our Parish, we will have a Fa-
ther’s day breakfast immediately following the 9:00 AM 
Mass at St. Thomas and a picnic immediately after the 

11:00 AM Mass in Parsons at Mill Race Park.  All are invited 
to attend one or both of these special events. 

 

2015 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

St. Thomas………….…..$1,638.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,170) 20% of goal met. 

 

Our Lady of Mercy …...$2,500.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,715) 92% of goal met.  

 

FATHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Father’s Day Cards are available for only $2.00 at both St. 
Thomas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches for those who 
would like to have your living and deceased fathers re-

membered at the Father’s Day Masses. 

 
 

  CONSECRATION OF THE PARISH  
Since the feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus was on Friday, June 12th  

and the feast of the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary was on Saturday, June 
13th, we will be consecrating St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Parish to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart of Jesus immediately  
following our weekend Masses, as is our  

custom every year. 
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GOD V/S SCIENCE 
"Let me explain the problem science has with religion."  The atheist professor of philosophy pauses before his class and then asks one of 
his new students to stand.  'You're a Christian, aren't you, son?' …('Yes sir,' the student says.) 'So you believe in God?'  'Is God good?'  …
('Sure! God's good.')  Is God all-powerful? Can God do anything?' …(‘Yes') ….'Are you good or evil?' …('The Bible says I'm evil.' )…The 
professor grins knowingly. 'Aha! The Bible! He considers for a moment. 'Here's one for you. Let's say there's a sick person over here and 
you can cure him. You can do it. Would you help him? Would you try?' …('Yes sir, I would.' )…'So you're good...!' ('I wouldn't say that.' )  
'But why not say that? You'd help a sick and maimed person if you could. Most of us would if we could. But God doesn't.  The student does 
not answer, so the professor continues. 'He doesn't, does he? My brother was a Christian who died of cancer, even though he prayed to 
Jesus to heal him. How is this Jesus good? Can you answer that one?'  The student remains silent. 'No, you can't, can you?' the professor 
says.. He takes a sip of water from a glass on his desk to give the student time to relax. 'Let's start again, young fella. Is God 
good?' ('Er..yes,' the student says. ) 'Is Satan good?'  (The student doesn't hesitate on this one.. 'No.' ) 'Then where does Satan come 
from?' (The student falters. 'From God' ) 'That's right. God made Satan, didn't he? Tell me, son. Is there evil in this world?'  ('Yes, sir.' ) 
'Evil's everywhere, isn't it? And God did make everything, correct?' ('Yes') 'So who created evil?' The professor continued, 'If God created 
everything, then God created evil, since evil exists, and according to the principle that our works define who we are, then God is 
evil.'  Again, the student has no answer. 'Is there sickness? Immorality? Hatred? Ugliness? All these terrible things, do they exist in this 
world?'  The student squirms on his feet. ('Yes.') 'So who created them ?' The student does not answer again, so the professor repeats his 
question.. 'Who created them?' There is still no answer. Suddenly the lecturer breaks away to pace in front of the classroom. The class is 
mesmerized. 'Tell me,' he continues onto another student. 'Do you believe in Jesus Christ, son?'  The student's voice betrays him and 
cracks. ('Yes, professor, I do.' ) The old man stops pacing. 'Science says you have five senses you use to identify and observe the world 
around you. Have you ever seen Jesus?' ('No sir. I've never seen Him.' ) 'Then tell us if you've ever heard your Jesus?'  ('No, sir, I have 
not.' ) 'Have you ever felt your Jesus, tasted your Jesus or smelt your Jesus? Have you ever had any sensory perception of Jesus Christ, or 
God for that matter?'  ('No, sir, I'm afraid I haven't.')' Yet you still believe in him?'  ( ‘Yes' ) 'According to the rules of empirical, testable, 
demonstrable protocol, science says your God doesn't exist.... What do you say to that, son?' ('Nothing,' the student replies.. 'I only have 
my faith.' ) 'Yes, faith,' the professor repeats. 'And that is the problem science has with God. There is no evidence, only faith.' The student 
stands quietly for a moment, before asking a question of His own. '(Professor, is there such thing as heat? )' Yes. '(And is there such a 
thing as cold?'  'Yes, son, there's cold too..'  ('No sir, there isn't.' ) The professor turns to face the student, obviously interested. The room 
suddenly becomes very quiet. The student begins to explain. ('You can have lots of heat, even more heat, super-heat, mega-heat, unlim-
ited heat, white heat, a little heat or no heat, but we don't have anything called 'cold'. We can hit down to 458 degrees below zero, which 
is no heat, but we can't go any further after that. There is no such thing as cold; otherwise we would be able to go colder than the lowest -
458 degrees. Everybody or object is susceptible to study when it has or transmits energy, and heat is what makes a body or matter have or 
transmit energy. Absolute zero (-458 F) is the total absence of heat. You see, sir, cold is only a word we use to describe the absence of 
heat. We cannot measure cold. Heat we can measure in thermal units because heat is energy. Cold is not the opposite of heat, sir, just the 
absence of it.' ) Silence across the room. A pen drops somewhere in the classroom, sounding like a hammer. ('What about darkness, pro-
fessor. Is there such a thing as darkness?' ) 'Yes,' the professor replies without hesitation. 'What is night if it isn't darkness?'  ('You're 
wrong again, sir. Darkness is not something; it is the absence of something. You can have low light, normal light, bright light, flashing light, 
but if you have no light constantly you have nothing and it's called darkness, isn't it? That's the meaning we use to define the word. In 
reality, darkness isn't. If it were, you would be able to make darkness darker, wouldn't you?' ) The professor begins to smile at the student 
in front of him. This will be a good semester. 'So what point are you making, young man?' ('Yes, professor. My point is, your philosophical 
premise is flawed to start with, and so your conclusion must also be flawed.' )The professor's face cannot hide his surprise this time. 
'Flawed? Can you explain how?'  ('You are working on the premise of duality,' the student explains. 'You argue that there is life and then 
there's death; a good God and a bad God. You are viewing the concept of God as something finite, something we can measure. Sir, science 
can't even explain a thought.' 'It uses electricity and magnetism, but has never seen, much less fully understood either one. To view death 
as the opposite of life is to be ignorant of the fact that death cannot exist as a substantive thing. Death is not the opposite of life, just the 
absence of it.' 'Now tell me, professor. Do you teach your students that they evolved from a monkey?' ('If you are referring to the natural 
evolutionary process, young man, yes, of course I do.'  ('Have you ever observed evolution with your own eyes, sir?' ) The professor begins 
to shake his head, still smiling, as he realizes where the argument is going. A very good semester, indeed.  ('Since no one has ever ob-
served the process of evolution at work and cannot even prove that this process is an on-going endeavor, are you not teaching your opin-
ion, sir? Are you now not a scientist, but a preacher?' ) The class is in uproar. The student remains silent until the commotion has subsided. 
'(To continue the point you were making earlier to the other student, let me give you an example of what I mean.' The student looks 
around the room. 'Is there anyone in the class who has ever seen the professor's brain?' ) The class breaks out into laughter. ('Is there 
anyone here who has ever heard the professor's brain, felt the professor's brain, touched or smelt the professor's brain? No one appears to 
have done so... So, according to the established rules of empirical, stable, demonstrable protocol, science says that you have no brain, with 
all due respect, sir.' 'So if science says you have no brain, how can we trust your lectures, sir?' ) Now the room is silent. The professor just 
stares at the student, his face unreadable. Finally, after what seems an eternity, the old man answers. 'I Guess you'll have to take them on 
faith.'  ('Now, you accept that there is faith, and, in fact, faith exists with life,' ) the student continues. ('Now, sir, is there such a thing as 
evil?' ) Now uncertain, the professor responds, 'Of course, there is. We see it Every day. It is in the daily example of man's inhumanity to 
man. It is in The multitude of crime and violence everywhere in the world. These manifestations are nothing else but evil.' To this the stu-
dent replied, ('Evil does not exist sir, or at least it does not exist unto itself. Evil is simply the absence of God. It is just like darkness and 
cold, a word that man has created to describe the absence of God. God did not create evil. Evil is the result of what happens when man 
does not have God's love present in his heart. It's like the cold that comes when there is no heat or the darkness that comes when there is 
no light.'  The professor sat down.  P.S: The student was Albert Einstein.  Albert Einstein wrote a book titled 'God vs. Science' in 1921.... 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         06/21              Addie Buckley & Becca Siler                                 Lukas Thompson                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      06/14 - 06/20: Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         06/20              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Kathy Supak            
         06/21              Summer Snyder                                                  Michelle Snyder                           Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Eula Jean & 
Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Peran-
do, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Jun 15  Monday                                          Leonard Teranto               7:15 AM  Thomas  
  Jun 16  Tuesday                                                      Fr. Cesidio Federico        5:00 PM  Thomas          
  Jun 17  Wednesday                                                   Max L. McDonald      9:00 AM  Parsons      
  Jun 18  Thursday                                                         Edwin Kaczmareck     5:00 PM  Thomas         
  Jun 19  Friday                                                               Andrew Bluj                          5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jun 20  Saturday                                                  Frances & Arley Mason                9:00 AM Parsons 
  Jun 20  SATURDAY VIGIL                                        For all Fathers                                    5:00 PM Thomas    
  Jun 21  SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                       9:00 AM Thomas      
  Jun 21  SUNDAY                                                      For all Fathers                                 11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


