
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“I found much distress in the clinic, but it involved not only 
the women. I saw the pain of the babies who were born 
burned from the saline solution used for late-term abor-
tions. I saw the bits of feet, bits of hands, the mangled 
heads and bodies of the little people. I saw pain and felt 
pain.” - Paula Sutcliffe, One Time Clinic Worker 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JUNE 14, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $1,634.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $677.75 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of June, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 06/21/15; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 06/14/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

June 21 -  Father’s Day breakfast after Mass in Thomas and Father’s day picnic after Mass in Parsons. 
July 05 - “ASK FATHER”  immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass in Parsons. 
July 07 - Society of St. Thomas Women will hold their monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory conference room. 
July 08 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center Knights room. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food 
items.  This month we are seeking “dried 

beans.”  Each month we will let you know the 
items that are most needed.  

(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

SILENCE IN THE CHURCH 
Adoration before our Lord present in the tabernacle fosters 

adoration before the Lord really and truly present in the 
Most Holy and Blessed Sacrament of the altar.  When en-
tering or leaving church please observe silence.  If 

you want to talk to your fellow parishioners please whisper 
one line—”I’ll meet you in the vestibule or outside.” 

 

2015 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

St. Thomas………….…..$1,638.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,170) 20% of goal met. 

 

Our Lady of Mercy …...$2,500.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,715) 92% of goal met.  

 

BETHLEHEM CHRISTIAN FAMILIES 
Next week, our brothers and sisters representing the Bethlehem Christian Families; a nonprofit organization through Land 
of Peace will be with us speaking about the Christian situation in the Holy Land and selling Crucifixes, religious art work, 
and rosaries- all made of olive wood which is native to Israel and Bethlehem. Since tourism has greatly depleted, Christian 
families in the holy land, who depend on tourists, have been greatly affected. The goal of this mission is to build a Charita-
ble Hospital in Bethlehem and help the poor and needy families in Bethlehem and Jerusalem. Sale of these goods will help 
them very much and also give you the opportunity to have “something” authentic from the holy land. Please browse and 
buy some articles. It is for a good cause and also a help to your personal devotion.  

 

 
 

To honor all the Father’s of our Parish, we will have a Father’s day breakfast  
immediately following the 9:00 AM Mass at St. Thomas and a picnic immediately 
after the 11:00 AM Mass in Parsons at Mill Race Park.  All are invited to attend 
one or both of these special events. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of June, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving 
in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

THE TWENTY-THIRD CHROMOSOME  
By Susan Matthiesen 

      
     The sex of a child is fixed at the instant of conception through the paired XY (male) or XX (female) twenty third chro-
mosomes. God wrote male or female into our DNA genetic code like the Ten Commandments were written by His finger on 
Moses' two tablets of stone — fixed, permanent and forever. Simply put, examined DNA will instantly reveal to any scien-
tist that a particular human person is male or female. 
 
     St. Francis de Sales said, "Do not desire not to be what you are," yet ever increasingly we read news stories about the 
glories of sex change operations and how happy is the new gender enhanced person being something not only that he or 
she never was before, but something he or she never can be, therefore never will be for all eternity.  
 
     For instance, in the shifting world of man's irrational lusty sexual desires, Chastity Bono, the daughter of Sonny and 
Cher Bono, who now thinks she is a man named Chaz, will never be a man even though she has had her breasts removed 
in what is known as "top surgery" in the transgender world of make believe. She ingests testosterone hormones to appear 
masculine and grow facial hair, nevertheless Chastity's DNA will forever tell any geneticist that she is a human female.  
 
     British couple Felix and Helen Fenton both had "magical" sex change operations. After living together six years they 
decided to become each other. Felix, age 46, had been a woman named Helen who became a man and now is the hus-
band of Helen, age 56, who had been a man named Felix but now is a woman and the wife of Felix. They legally married 
in England in September, 2013. One clueless person commenting on this story in the British press said, "Despite the smoke 
and mirrors, this actually is a marriage! They might be a man pretending to be a woman and a woman pretending to be a 
man, but physically they are a man and a woman, and that is a marriage." (Of course, "pretending" is the key word here.)  
 
     The "pregnant man" Thomas Beatie is a woman who had gender reassignment surgery (sex change operation) but who 
still had a womb which could bear a child, because she wanted to have biological children (and did), even though at the 
same time she wanted to be a man — and a pregnant man at that.  
 
     What shines forth from people such as these? Does the Savior shine in the midst of their hearts? Is He their life-breath, 
the center of their being, the reflected image of their interior life? Or rather is there a sickness of the soul so weighted 
down by their self-indulgent wills which makes it almost impossible for them to wholly rise from the depths of their deprav-
ity.  
 
     The government-controlled media help stir the bubbling cauldron, stoking the burning fire of man's desire to be noticed 
even for such appalling actions as sex change surgery. Such people beam gleaming smiles for the rolling cameras to tell 
the world about the marvelous magically wonderful thing they have done in becoming something other than what God 
made them.  
 
     Uncharitably we want to point out the obvious (It's in your DNA, Stupid.) or sarcastically repeat the words of our 
Blessed Mother (How can this possibly be?!) in order to aid them on the journey to stark realization that their magical 
dream is impossible.  
 
     Instead, we must remember that these persons who have fallen into such transgression, are truly the poorest of the 
poor, and as difficult as it is, we are instructed out of love for all mankind, to intercede for them. We must pray that meek-
ness and humility may be granted them so that they may yield, not to us, but to God's will...and we must pray as Jesus 
prayed: "Father forgive them, for they know not what they do."  
 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         06/28              Kaylee DiBacco & Dee Oldaker                             Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      06/21 - 06/27: Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         06/27              Rita Johnson                                                       Nancy Zizunas            
         06/28              Mary Sagace & Titi Ferguson                                 Diane Rader                               Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Eula Jean & 
Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Peran-
do, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Jun 22  Monday                                           Stefanie Krumm               7:15 AM  Thomas  
  Jun 23  Tuesday                                                        *Meredith Baker    5:00 PM  Thomas          
  Jun 24  Wednesday                                                       V.J. Horowitz                9:00 AM  Parsons      
  Jun 25  Thursday                                                            Jack Lambruno    5:00 PM  Thomas         
  Jun 26  Friday                                                           *Courtney Shafer                          5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jun 27  Saturday                                                           Sophie Bluj                 9:00 AM Parsons 
  Jun 27  SATURDAY VIGIL                                   Rev. Anthony J. Conlon                                    5:00 PM Thomas    
  Jun 28  SUNDAY                                                       Robert McDermott                  9:00 AM Thomas      
  Jun 28  SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                                 11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


