
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
 

“When someone places more value in saving money,  
than the value they place in saving Life,  

they have “misplaced” their values.”  
 

― Donald L. Hicks, Look into the stillness  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JULY 12, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $1,881.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $1,015.50 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of June, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 07/19/15; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 07/12/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

 

August 2 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
August 3 - IDLEWILD AND SOAKZONE PARK.   See Sign-up sheet in the back. 

August 12 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting beginning at 7 PM in Parsons. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food 

items.  This month we are seeking “cream of 

chicken soup”  Each month we will let you 

know the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 
ELECTION RESULTS 

The results of our Parish Council elections last week are 
as follows:  Congratulations to Don Woods, Carol Helmick, 

Joe Siler and David Oldaker Sr.!   

They will be replacing Davie Oldaker, Brad Siler, John 

Ferguson and Renee DiBacco.  Thank you for your years 
of service to our Parish! 

 

2015 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

St. Thomas………….…..$5,040.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,170) 61% of goal met. 

 

Our Lady of Mercy …...$3,810.00 pledged 

           (Goal: $2,715) 140% of goal met.  

IDLEWILD AND SOAKZONE PARK 
Any parish youth interested in going to this parish outing is invited to sign the sign up sheet in the back 
of each of the churches.  Anyone attending is asked to pay $15.00 to offset some of the costs of trans-
portation and the entrance fees (please speak to Fr. Grassi if there is any hardship in this regard.)  We 
will leave after morning Mass on Monday, August 3rd and we will return in the early evening.  We will 

make arrangements for food and snacks.   
THE DEADLINE FOR SIGNUP IS SUNDAY JULY 26!!!!   

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS RAFFLE 
For a $5 donation you have three chances to win!  

 

30% winner  

20% winner 

10% winner 
Drawing will be held on July 26th.  Please see a Knight 

after Mass for a ticket.  This will benefit the upkeep and 

maintenance of the Knights of Columbus Park.   

 

PREPARE FOR MASS 
Why not come at 8:15 and discuss the readings  

before the 9:00 AM Mass?  We will meet in  

St. Thomas church and then have the discussion  

in the Rectory Conference room each Sunday.   
It will make the Mass come alive for you! 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/171923.Donald_L_Hicks
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/44774863


 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of July, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

GRATITUDE 
By Jim Fritz (Defenders of The Faith, vol. 18., No. 1) 

 

          When we think of virtues we normally think of Faith, Hope and Charity which we pray for with every rosary; 

however, it is worthwhile to think beyond this.  Some philosophers have claimed virtues such as courage, prudence, 

justice and others are more important.  A hundred years before Christ, Marcus Cicero, a Roman philosopher, de-

clared, “Gratitude is not only the greatest of virtues, but the parent of all others.”  It is gratitude which allows us to 

appreciate what is good and to discern what should be defended and cultivated. 
      

     We are certainly grateful for all creation and for our lives and for mercy from God.  What is interesting about the 

virtue of gratitude is it develops other virtues.  It fosters other virtues.  It parents other virtues. 
     

     Of course, what I am most grateful for is my faith and coupled with this is the gift of the Holy Eucharist.  The 

word Eucharist itself is taken from the Greek word “eucharistia” which when literally translated means 

“thanksgiving.”  
 

     When we think of it we are most grateful for many things and sometimes we even turn around what before 

made us most despondent.  I know, as a convert, I was most impressed by how Catholics who may be suffering 

terribly in some situation such as a medical problem are able to “Offer it up.”  They knew suffering by itself is simply 

the promise that death will claim these mortal bodies of ours, but suffering in Christ is the promise that we will be 

raised with Christ.  It certainly gave them the virtues of Faith, Hope and Love. 
 

     We often use gratitude to turn things around.  Once, when I was very upset with a person for doing something 

really dumb, I began thinking of the virtue of “Gratitude” and I suddenly turned my thoughts to how I might have 

been like this person based upon inherited capabilities, upbringing and/or other circumstances.  I then forgot my 

displeasure and felt gratitude to God for not having this person’s problems. I felt more compassion toward her and 

more willing to work with her. It brought in another virtue called “charity.” 
 

     At other times, while a group of us may be sidewalk counseling, passersby sometimes yell out profanities, throw 

something at us or give us an indication of their IQ with an obscene gesture.  We often shout out, “God bless you.  

Those who are persecuted shall inherit the Kingdom of God.”  Those negative gestures with which people tried to 

offend us made us happy by encouraging us to think of God. 
 

     I have a son who is always telling me to eat better and to get more exercise.  He is not criticizing me.  He is 

telling me.  He is telling me he loves me and wants me to be around for a while.  The list of opportunities to give 

thanks to God goes on and on.  Humility is the opposite of pride, and pride is the root of most sins.  However, hu-

mility leads to gratitude and gratitude leads to humility.  The devil loves to give you pride.  If you give gratitude to 

others who have helped you rather than taking credit for all of it, you will feel humility, not pride.  Also, sometimes 

God has a way of changing your pride to humility.  Show Him gratitude. 
 

     Colossians, Chapter 3, mentions many virtues; however, 3:16 reads, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 

as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing songs, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in 

your hearts toward God.” 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         07/26              Emily Siler & Becca Siler                                       Kathy DiBacco                            Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      07/19 - 07/25: Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         07/25              Rita Johnson                                                       Nancy Zizunas           
         07/26              Betty Woods & Titi Ferguson                                Michelle Snyder                           Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Eula Jean & 
Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Peran-

do, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan.  

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   

  Jul  20  Monday                                      John & Angela Vengen                       7:15 AM  Thomas  
  Jul  21  Tuesday                                                          Jack Lambruno             5:00 PM  Thomas          
  Jul  22  Wednesday                                                Rev. Anthony J. Conlon            9:00 AM  Parsons      
  Jul  23  Thursday                                                           *Debra Williams              5:00 PM  Thomas  

  Jul  24  Friday                                                    *Sam Alexander Gruszeczki                   5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jul  25  Saturday                                                    Martha Kochenderfer                      9:00 AM Parsons 
  Jul 25  SATURDAY VIGIL                                            *Mary Moore                                          5:00 PM Thomas    
  Jul 26  SUNDAY                                Deceased Members of the Staron & Saboites Families                          9:00 AM Thomas      

  Jul 26  SUNDAY                                                      People of the Parish                                  11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


