
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“I killed two of my children, robbed my parents of grand-

children, and murdered my son’s siblings. These abortions 

directly caused a medical condition known as incompetent 

cervix which resulted in the premature birth of another son 

who died after a week long struggle in the NICU in 2001. 

The suffering I’ve endured and caused others is immeasur-

able and the guilt almost drove me suicidal. I am a coward 

in every way.” 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JULY 26, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $1,612.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $741.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 08/16/15; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 08/09/15.) 
(High Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

August 2 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
August 3 - IDLEWILD AND SOAKZONE PARK.    
August 4 -  Society of St. Thomas Women Meeting in Rectory Conference Room at 7PM. 
August 12 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting beginning at 7 PM in Parsons. 

Aug 15 - Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary -  Holy Day  
Aug 16 - Annual Parish picnic at the Knights of Columbus park 
Aug 20 - 4th degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Parsons 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “Canned Tomatoes”  Each month 
we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

IT’S TIME FOR IDLEWILD AND SOAKZONE PARK! 
We will leave from the St. Thomas Church promptly after the 7:15 AM Mass on Monday morning, August 3rd.  Families are 
asked to pay $10 per person to help with the park entrance tickets.  Anyone under 18 years of age, not accompanied by a 
parent, must fill out a permission form and turn it in no later than the day of the trip.  Snacks and lunch will be provided.  

Everyone is expected to provide their own dinner while at the park.     
 

(Dress code: short pants [not extreme short pants!] and a T-shirt with sleeves!  No shrink wrap clothing!  
Remember modesty with your bathing suits.  —Fr. Grassi.)                

 

2015 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

St. Thomas………….…..$5,040.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,170) 61% of goal met. 

 

Our Lady of Mercy …...$3,810.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,715) 140% of goal met.  

 

2015 ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC 
Mark your calendars for our annual parish picnic on Sunday, August 16th at 1:00 PM at the Knights of Columbus Park!  We 
will begin with our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother and her feast of the Assumption.  Then we will have a 
delicious variety of foods with the Knights of Columbus providing their signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and beverages 
for all.  Then the real fun begins with some very exciting games!!!  You won’t want to miss this annual event!  Bring the 

whole family to enjoy a day to remember!   

CONGRATULATIONS 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS RAFFLE WINNERS 
  

30% winner ($310.00)- Kaylee DiBacco  
20% winner($215.00) -  Jim Alford 

10% winner ($110.00)- Helen Lynch 
 

Thanks to all who supported our raffle!   

http://www.americanpregnancy.org/pregnancycomplications/incompetentcervix.html
http://www.americanpregnancy.org/pregnancycomplications/incompetentcervix.html


 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of August, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

CATHOLIC ANSWERS 
 

If Jesus was a Jew, why are we Catholic?  
The term Jew is used in at least two senses in Scripture: to refer to those who are ethnically Jews and to those who are 
religiously Jews. Jesus was a Jew in both senses. In fact, he completed the Jewish religion by serving as the Messiah 
(Christ) whom the prophets had long foretold.  
The completed form of the Jewish religion is known as Christianity, and its adherents are Christians or "followers of the 
Christ." Unfortunately, many people who were ethnically Jewish did not recognize Jesus’ role as Messiah and so did not 
accept Christianity, the completed form of Judaism. Instead, they stayed with a partial, incomplete form of Judaism. Other 
Jews (the apostles and their followers) did recognize that Jesus was the Messiah and embraced the new, completed form 
of Judaism. 
Shortly thereafter it was recognized that one could be a follower of Christ even if one did not ethnically join the Jewish 
people. Thus the apostles began to make many Gentile converts to the Christian faith. It is thus possible for a person to be 
a Jew religiously (because he has accepted Christianity, the completed form of the Jewish faith) but not be a Jew ethnical-
ly. This is the case with most Christians today. 
It is this difference between being a Jew ethnically and religiously that lies behind Paul’s statement in Romans 2:28-29: 
"For he is not a real Jew who is one outwardly, nor is true circumcision something external and physical. He is a Jew who 
is one inwardly, and real circumcision is a matter of the heart, spiritual and not literal." 
Christians are those who Paul refers to as being inwardly (religiously) Jewish, while non-Christian Jews are those who he 
refers to as being outwardly (ethnically) Jewish. The former condition, he stresses, is the more important. 
Unfortunately, over the course of time some Christians broke away from the Church that Jesus founded, and so a name 
was needed to distinguish this Church from the ones that broke off from it. Because all the breakaways were particular, 
local groups, it was decided to call the Church Jesus founded the "universal" (Greek, kataholos = "according to the whole") 
Church, and thus the name Catholic was applied to it. 
That is why Jesus was a Jew and we are Catholics: Jesus came to complete the Jewish religion by creating a Church that 
would serve as its fulfillment and be open to people of all races, not just ethnic Jews. As Catholics, we are those who have 
accepted the fulfillment of the Jewish faith by joining the Church that Jesus founded. 
Answered by: Catholic Answers Staff 
 

My son is seeking an annulment through the Catholic Church. His ex-wife committed adultery. Why does the 
Church not see adultery as grounds for an annulment? 
If your son’s marriage was valid on his wedding day, nothing that happened later in the marriage—not even adultery—
nullified it. That said, adultery may be evidence that your son’s wife did not enter into the marriage with the proper com-
mitment required for a valid marriage to come into existence. If such is the case, an annulment may be possible. 
On the other hand, if your son’s marriage is determined to be valid, the reality of the situation may be that he is married to 
a woman who is, tragically, not a good wife. Separation and civil divorce can protect him, his children, and his assets, but 
it cannot free him to remarry. 
Remarriage in such a case will only be possible after the death of his wife or, if your son’s marriage is not sacramental 
(i.e., one or both spouses are not baptized), it might be possible to have the marriage dissolved. 
 

If someone is told to deny Christ or acknowledge another religion or god under the threat of death, is it sin-
ful to give in out of fear? I know modern culture doesn't demand this kind of heroic virtue, but in Revelation 
2:10, Jesus says, “Be faithful unto death.”  
Such a scenario is currently quite likely. Just recently some Fox News employees in the Middle East were coerced into ac-
cepting Islam. To accept an ideology contrary to one’s own under duress renders such an acceptance null by most civilized 
societies. Nevertheless, we are called to never betray our loyalty to Christ and his Church even under pain of torture and/
or death. But only God knows how morally culpable one is who does break under such duress. 
Answered by: Fr. Vincent Serpa O.P. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         08/09              Addie Buckley & Dee Oldaker                               Lukas Thompson                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      08/02 - 08/08:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau  

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         08/08              Rita Johnson                                                       Nancy Zizunas          
         08/09              Mary Sagace & Betty Woods                                 Summer Snyder                          Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Eula Jean & 
Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann 
Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  Aug 03  Monday                                                *Sam Alexander Gruszeczki                  7:15 AM  Thomas  
  Aug 04  Tuesday                                                           Sadie Caldrone             5:00 PM  Thomas          
  Aug 05  Wednesday                                                Poor Souls in Purgatory                               9:00 AM  Parsons      
  Aug 06  Thursday                                                              Anna Gotinski              5:00 PM  Thomas  
  Aug 07  First Friday                                                    Patrick Flanagan                         1:00 PM  C. Acr. 
  Aug 07  First Friday                                          ADORATION & BENEDICTION    5:00 PM  Parsons 
  Aug 07  First Friday                                                 Martha Kochenderfer    6:00 PM  Parsons 
  Aug 08  First Saturday                                      Frances & Arley Mason                     9:00 AM Parsons 
  Aug 08  SATURDAY VIGIL                                          Fr. Karl Wohinc                                       5:00 PM Thomas    
  Aug 09  SUNDAY                                                       People of the Parish                                                9:00 AM Thomas      
  Aug 09  SUNDAY                                                           Doris M. Silk                                                 11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


