
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

 

“Is it fair to suggest that society’s view is that if the unborn 
child is ‘unwanted’ then it is OK to kill him or her but if the 
unborn child is WANTED and someone causes harm to that 
child or kills that child then it is a crime? See the inconsist-
encies there? So why is it that the unborn have rights in 
some cases and not in others?”   
        

           — Leah Delcamp author of Life Inspired Love blog 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  AUGUST 09, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $1,854.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $806.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 08/16/15; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 08/09/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

Aug 16 - Annual Parish picnic at the Knights of Columbus park. 
Aug 20 - 4th degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Parsons. 
Sept. 01 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory Conference Room 
Sept. 06 - “ASK FATHER” after the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church 
Sept. 09 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Thomas 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “Canned Tomatoes”  Each month 
we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

    

   WITH SYMPATHY 
  Please pray for the soul of Eula Jean  
  Udovich who was buried from Our Lady    
  of Mercy Church on Monday of this past    
  week.  Please pray for the consolation of   
  her family as well. 

 

2015 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

St. Thomas………….…..$5,040.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,170) 61% of goal met. 

 

Our Lady of Mercy …...$3,810.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,715) 140% of goal met.  

 

 2015 ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC 
Our annual parish picnic is today, August 16th at 1:00 PM at the Knights of Columbus Park!  We will begin with our usual 

procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother and her feast of the Assumption.  Then we will have a delicious variety of foods 
with the Knights of Columbus providing their signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all.  Then the real fun 
begins, and yes, there will be super soakers involved!!!  You won’t want to miss this annual event!  Bring the whole family 

to enjoy a day to remember!   

 

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS!! 
Please support the Knights of Columbus and buy a Football 
Frenzy Raffle ticket.  This is one of their biggest fund rais-
ers for the year and it is very beneficial in supporting the 

many youth events and programs of the parish.   

 

    WEDDING BELLS!! 
Scott Cross and Brittiny Snyder would 
like to invite the parish family to join them in 
the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on Satur-
day, August 22nd at 2:00 PM at the St. 
Thomas Catholic Church.  The reception will 
follow immediately at the Davis Fire Hall. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of August, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

MEMORARE 
Do you ever feel like you could use some help approaching God in your prayers? The Memorare is a pray-

er that reminds us that we have a wonderful advocate and protector in the mother of our Lord, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  In our prayers to her we honor and worship her Son, who is more than happy to listen to His 

mother’s pleas on our behalf.  The Memorare, printed below, invites us to ask the Blessed Mother for her as-
sistance and her grace, especially when we feel most troubled in our daily lives.  

 

REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy 

protection, implored thy help, or sought thy intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this 
confidence, I fly to thee, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to thee do I come; before thee I stand, 

sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy 
hear and answer me. Amen.  

 

The actual author of the Memorare is unknown. It has been traditionally attributed to the abbot St. Bernard of 

Clairvaux from the 12th century. This is possibly because it was championed by another Bernard, the French 
priest Claude Bernard, who used it extensively in his ministry to the poor and to prisoners (including some 

quite hardened criminals!) in the 17th century.  Claude Bernard credited reciting the Memorare with curing 
him of a serious illness. He had some 200,000 copies of the prayer printed up and distributed in leaflets in 

various languages during his lifetime. (This was no small feat in the days before desktop publishing, Kinko’s 

and the Internet!)  Church teaching holds that Mary is the Mother of the Church and our mother as well “in 
the order of grace” (that is to say, spiritually) as we read in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 969).  

Upon her assumption into heaven, “God chose her to be the treasurer, the administrator and the dispenser of 
all his graces, so that all his graces and gifts pass through her hands,” according to St. Louis De Montfort, the 

celebrated 18th century French priest best known as a champion of devotion to Mary.  Mary’s wonderful role 
in assisting in our salvation has been praised by many Saints and Church fathers alike over the centuries. St. 

Lawrence Justinian summed up the feelings of many of them when he once referred to the Blessed Mother as 

“the ladder of paradise, the gate of heaven, the most true mediatrix between God and man.”  Do you have a 
particular problem you feel you can’t share with our Creator? Or perhaps you think he’s too busy? He’s never 

too busy to hear a sincere request for His aid and guidance. (Indeed, he’s never too busy for any of us, peri-
od!) Still, we are always welcome to ask His mother to help us. In fact this delights our Lord!  As De Montfort 

once put it, by asking Mary to approach Him for us “we are practicing humility, something which always glad-
dens the heart of God!” (St. Francis de Sales once wrote in this regard that “God so loves humility that He 

instantly hastens to the soul in which he sees it.”)  Keep in mind again that when we pray to Mary we also 
pray through her to her Divine Son, Jesus! And she is happy to pray for us and to intercede with Him on our 

behalf. You’ve probably asked a friend or colleague to pray for you sometimes. Why not ask the Blessed 

Mother as well? After all, in the Hail Mary we ask for her to “pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our 
death.”  As long as we approach her with a sincere desire to do God’s will and to make amends for our sins, 

we can ask for her help with confidence. (And, after all, does it ever hurt to get on the good side of a loved 
one’s mother?)  When our Lord said to St. John when He was on the cross “Behold Thy Mother” (John 19:27) 

His mother became ours as well, as mentioned earlier! Don’t be afraid to ask our Blessed Mother for her assis-
tance (or to show her your love!) by praying the Memorare, the Rosary, or many other fine prayers and devo-

tions to her. 

http://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/hail-mary.html
http://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/how-to-say-the-rosary.html


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         08/23              Becca Siler & Lillian Plumley                                 Joanne Sikarskie                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      08/16 - 08/22:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         08/22              Rita Johnson                                                       Kathy Supak        
         08/23              Betty Woods & Summer Snyder                             Don Woods                                Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Eula Jean & 
Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann 
Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   

  Aug 17  Monday                                                  *Marcy Ely                                   7:15 AM  Thomas  
  Aug 18  Tuesday                                                           William DePollo              5:00 PM  Thomas          
  Aug 19  Wednesday                                                      Alice & Ray Dye                                       9:00 AM  Parsons      
  Aug 20  Thursday                                                                Paul Ranalli            5:00 PM  Thomas  
  Aug 21  Friday                                                           Amos William Perrine                                                5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Aug 22  Saturday                                                   David F. Silk & Francis Nolin                                          9:00 AM Parsons 
  Aug 22  SATURDAY VIGIL                                           Pamela Palmer                                       5:00 PM Thomas    
  Aug 23  SUNDAY                                                       People of the Parish     9:00 AM Thomas      
  Aug 23  SUNDAY                                                  *Brian & Sarah Sikarskie                                            11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


