
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISHSAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISHSAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH   

Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY   Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY   Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY      

St. Thomas Aquinas 

Thomas, West Virginia 

Our Lady of Mercy 

Parsons, West Virginia 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, August 23, 2015 

Parish Website: 

www.sttsite.com 



 
PRO-LIFE CORNER 

 

 
“Don’t force your beliefs on me!” 

— Unborn Baby 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  AUGUST 16, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $2,058.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $976.50 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 08/16/15; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 08/09/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

Sept. 01 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory Conference Room. 
Sept. 06 - “ASK FATHER” after the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
Sept. 09 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Thomas. 
Sept. 13 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild monthly meeting immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.  
Sept. 17 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Thomas. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “Canned Tomatoes”  Each month 
we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

MR. & MRS. SCOTT CROSS! 
 Scott Cross & Brittiny Snyder were  

united in Holy Matrimony on Saturday,  
August 22nd at the St. Thomas Catholic 
Church.  We wish them a lifetime of love 

and happiness in Christ Jesus.    

 

ROSARY BEFORE SUNDAY MASS 
 Just a reminder that the holy rosary is prayed every Sun-

day in Parsons before Mass beginning at 10:30 AM.    
Come and pray with us. 

++ FR. FRANK PAVONE ON ABORTION 
     “Some say that the government should not be involved in the personal, private decision of abortion. They don’t know 
how right they are. The government got ‘too involved’ in the abortion decision when it legalized it. Despite its profession of 
ignorance about whether what is aborted is in fact a human life that has already begun, the Court nevertheless declared, 
“the word ‘person,’ as used in the Fourteenth Amendment, does not include the unborn” [410 U.S. 113, 158]. What part of 
the pay grade of government is the right to define the boundaries of human rights or the limits of protection for the hu-
man family? Since when does the government get involved in deciding who qualifies for human rights? 
     Claiming ignorance about who has human rights is a frightening abandonment of responsibility. Some may think it’s an 
effort not to ‘play God,’ but it is actually just the opposite: the claim to be God. We may claim not to decide, but in prac-
tice, we cannot escape deciding: either every human being will be protected, or we will start deciding whom to exclude.     

 

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS!! 
Please support the Knights of Columbus and buy a Football 
Frenzy Raffle ticket.  This is one of their biggest fund rais-
ers for the year and it is very beneficial in supporting the 

many youth events and programs of the parish.   

    A NOTE ON REVERENCE 
Adoration before our Lord present in the tabernacle fosters 

adoration before the Lord really and truly present in the 
Most Holy and Blessed Sacrament of the altar.  When  

entering or leaving church please observe silence.  If you 
must talk to your fellow parishioners please keep it to a 

whisper, preferably ”I’ll meet you in the  
vestibule or outside.” 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of August, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in 
our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

        THE GIFT OF THE CONFESSIONAL   by Pat Clark   

     It’s always good to start with a prayer, so Lord today I am praying that this week I will be inconvenienced in the con-
fessional. Inconvenienced in the sense that when I come to confess at 4 p.m. on Saturday I will not be able to get right in, 
that there will be a line waiting in front of me to get in. Lord, if we understood the gift of the confessional it would look like 
You were giving away concert tickets in there. We would show up with our lawn chairs and camp out the night before to 
get a place at the front of the line.  
     Why don't we go to confession? It's not that we are afraid to confess, or that we don't know how to confess. Our pub-
lic, for-profit "confessionals" are full to overflowing. We will confess to the tabloids, we will confess to the talk shows, we 
will confess to the book publishers, we will confess to the internet chat room, but we won't come and confess to You. We 
won't come and confess to You in the privacy of the confessional because if we confess to You, You just might tell us to go 
and sin no more. When we make our public confessions, we can wallow in our sins a little longer, relive our adulteries and 
our robberies and our blasphemies a little longer. When we confess our sins in public, the public asks for a sequel. When 
we confess our sins to You, we just might feel the weight of the sin, and feel the harm the sin does, and we might strive to 
avoid a sequel.  
     We also don't confess to You because we might not want to tell all, or at least exactly all. We'd like to be able to bring 
a good spin doctor into the confessional with us. Hide something that doesn't fit the opinion we want You to have of us, or 
that we want to have of ourselves. This is silly on the face of it because the confessional isn't for You. You already know 
what we did. It's for us, a gift from a merciful God, who wants to free us from our sins. God is the Ultimate Doctor, and 
confessing is like telling Him what he has permission to treat. So why would we cover anything up, leave anything untreat-
ed? It's as though we were in the doctor's office and we were telling ourselves, "Okay, I'll tell the doctor about back pains 
and the swelling on the knee, but I want to hang onto those headaches and the blurry vision a little longer."  
Every creed and moral code known to man has limits on human behavior, things you cannot do, and punishments for step-
ping beyond the limits. Humans, left to their own devices, have demonstrated to everyone's satisfaction the ability to pun-
ish each other. There's no salvation there. Our God, all just and all merciful, says, "You are unclean, but here is some soap 
and clean water. You have an infection, but here is an antibiotic. This cure is available for free, for the asking. We of 
course refuse the cure and live with our uncleanliness, our disease, a little longer. Think about that. Does that make any 
sense to you? Let's say you were cleaning a paintbrush and you got paint thinner on your hand. Would you just say, "Oh, 
it's just a little acid, I'll just leave it there," and then go into your home and pick up your children with those hands, and 
eat dinner with those hands? Of course not. You would scar your own skin, and you would spread that acid to everything 
you touch, so of course you would wash off that acid right away.  
     But in the course of living, we sometimes spill the acid of sin on our soul, and we say, "Oh, it's just a little sin. I'll just 
leave it there," and then we go about our business. We do it all the time. And everything we touch gets a little of our sin 
on it. Sometimes it is obvious. Let's say I am angry when I leave work, and I fight the traffic all the way home and I'm 
angry when I get home. My sin is still there, burning away, and let's say my two year old races to the door to meet me. 
But because of my anger at something that happened an hour ago in another place, I pick her up more roughly than I 
should, or I push her away altogether. She will file that moment away forever, and there will be just that one fraction of a 
step distance between us. She will have a little of the acid of my sin on her skin, and it will leave a little scar.  
     And it's not just anger. Name any sin, and the effect is the same. If I overeat (yes, I have done that before) the effect 
of my overeating can be felt in my attitude, in my willingness to play with my kids or work around the house, or any of a 
thousand other moments. And everybody will be touched, however lightly, with the sin of my gluttony. Or my lust, or my 
greed, or you name it.  
      In the confessional, we can get our distance from sins. We see them for what they are, we say they are what they are, 
and in naming our sins we begin to feel the impact they have on our lives. The priest, acting on God's behalf, extracts our 
sins from us, and frees us from them. The penance we do completes the process. In my penance, I contemplate three 
things: how I felt when I was carrying around the sin, how inadequate of an indulgence the sin was in comparison to the 
graces I give up to indulge in it, and finally, the wonderful feeling of being freed, even just for now, from my sins. It is 
such a liberating experience, I have taken to writing things down that I need to confess to make sure I get rid of them all 
in the confessional. What a gift we have in the confessional!  
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           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         08/30              Ariona Plumley & Kaylee DiBacco                          Betty Jane DiBacco                      Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      08/23 - 08/29:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         08/29              Kathy Supak                                                       Nancy Zizunas        
         08/30              Mary Sagace                                                       Michelle Snyder                           Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, 
Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Aug 24  Monday                                                     Rev. John H. McDonnell                                   7:15 AM  Thomas  
  Aug 25  Tuesday                                                             John Crosetti                   5:00 PM  Thomas          
  Aug 26  Wednesday                                                     Eula Jean Udovich                                           9:00 AM  Parsons      
  Aug 27  Thursday                                                                 Diane Ulch               5:00 PM  Thomas  
  Aug 28  Friday                                                                 Gus B. Alfaro                                                     5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Aug 29  Saturday                                                  Honey, Vivian & Ulli Vachon                                           9:00 AM Parsons 
  Aug 29  SATURDAY VIGIL                                              Jack Evans                                          5:00 PM Thomas    
  Aug 30  SUNDAY                                                        People of the Parish      9:00 AM Thomas      
  Aug 30  SUNDAY                                                           V.J. Horowitz                                                   11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


