
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

“If we are going to end abortion we must bring an end 
to abortion profiteering. And we cannot end abortion in 

this country so long as the American taxpayer is forced 
to be the largest financial supporter of abortion 
[Planned Parenthood].”   

— Congressman Mike Pence of Indiana 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  AUGUST 23, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $1,719.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $691.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 08/16/15; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 08/09/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

Sept. 01 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory Conference Room. 
Sept. 06 - “ASK FATHER” after the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
Sept. 09 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Thomas. 
Sept. 13 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild monthly meeting immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.  
Sept. 17 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Thomas. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “Canned Tomatoes”  Each month 
we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

LADIES RETREAT COMING SOON!   
 A Ladies Retreat will be held on Friday, October 16, 2015 

at the St. Thomas Center beginning at 9:00 AM until Mass at 
5:00 PM.  Adoration and confessions will be available with 
visiting priests.  The retreat will be run by the Dominican 

Sisters of Nashville.  All are strongly encouraged to attend. 
Lunch and snacks will be provided. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION COMMUNITY PARISH PICNIC 
This “community building event” will take place at the Knights of Columbus Park on Sunday, September, 13th at 3:00 PM.  
Meats, Paper products and beverages will be provided by the Ministerial Association.  Our Parish is asked to bring desserts 
and fruits.  Monetary donations will be collected to go towards the Tucker County Backpack program to help feed 170 kids 
in our county on the weekends.  Please sign-up on the sheet in the back of the churches so we can make food prepara-
tions.  This should be a very fun event.  (Check out the new playground at the K of C Park!) 

 

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS!! 
Please support the Knights of Columbus and 
buy a Football Frenzy Raffle ticket.  This is one 
of their biggest fund raisers for the year and it 
is very beneficial in supporting the many youth 
events and programs of the parish.   

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
Families are struggling in our area with over 85 families (170 kids) applying for the Tucker County Backpack Buddies pro-
gram.  Unfortunately we won’t be able to serve everyone, but we’d like to include as many children as possible (based on 
their need).  Please consider sponsoring a child or donating to this program!  A $150 Sponsorship will provide weekend 
food for a child for the rest of the school year.  A $75 Sponsorship will provide weekend food for a child for half of the 
school year.  However, any cash donation will be helpful and will go exclusively to purchase food.  If you have questions 
or for further information please contact April Miller or Angie Davis at 304-478-3827.  THANK YOU! 

http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-art-of-tickets-to-a-water-park-clipart.html


 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of August, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in 
our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

HOROSCOPES, TAROT CARDS, AND OUIJA BOARDS...OH MY! 

By:  Father Michael Schmitz 
 
Can you tell me something about the devil? I read in an Examination of Conscience that it is a sin to use 
horoscopes, tarot cards, or Ouija boards. But what if it is just for fun? 
     This is incredibly serious. The first thing we need to do is acknowledge two things about satan. First, the devil is real. 
Second, he hates you. Now, I know that this may sound a little bit too dramatic. After all, does the devil really hate us? 
Can he really hurt anyone? Do not take it from me—listen to God, “I shall show you whom to fear. Be afraid of the one 
who after killing has the power to cast into Gehenna; yes, I tell you, be afraid of that one” (Luke 12:5). Even Jesus tells us 
to fear the devil. This warning is repeated throughout the New Testament. Saint Paul tells us that our battle is not with 
flesh and blood, “but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritu-
al wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 6:12). 
     With these warnings, we really should not just shrug off talk about the devil as old-fashioned or a joke. At the very 
same time, do not give in to despair. This is equally serious. We sometimes see “God vs. satan” as some kind of battle 
where Jesus and Lucifer square off toe-to-toe. Nothing could be further from the truth. Jesus is God. Satan is a creature. 
There is no contest. We know that simply praying the name “Jesus” causes the devil to flee. In fact, Saint Cyril of Jerusa-
lem, writing in the 300’s, taught that when Christians make the Sign of the Cross, demons flee, “for when they see the 
Cross, they are reminded of the Crucified; they are afraid of Him.” The devil is not afraid of you, but he is afraid of Jesus. 
Because of this, a Christian can simultaneously “fear” the devil as well as walk in the confidence of God’s power. 
     God created the devil. Rather, God created spiritual beings known as “angels.” They were created good. God did not 
make the devil bad; demons chose evil when they chose to rebel. For this reason, we do not say that demons are essen-
tially evil. They were not created evil, they chose it. All of God’s angels were made wonderfully beautiful and incredibly 
intelligent. God poured much of His goodness and light into them. In choosing to rebel against God, the demons cut them-
selves off from the source of truth and goodness and light. They are powerful, intelligent, and dangerous. 
     It is for this last reason that we are to stay far away from magic. Not because things like witchcraft, Ouija boards, or 
tarot cards are “silly.” We stay away from them because they are dangerous. In addition, they indicate a desire for power 
that contradicts the “honor, respect, and loving fear we owe to God alone” (“Catechism of the Catholic Church,” 2116). In 
a sense, their use is idolatry. 
     One might argue that they are involved in magic, “but only white magic.” For the Christian, there is no distinction be-
tween “white” or “black” magic; their one source for power is satan. (This is even true in Wicca, where practitioners may 
not even believe in satan). Another argument is that a person only uses Ouija boards or reads their horoscope “for fun.” 
Some statistics report that over eighty percent of demonic possession happen through the medium of a Ouija board. This 
can be true even if only used “as a game.” 
     As far as horoscopes are concerned, I know that most of us see them as they often are: silly fortunecookie-esque say-
ings. This may be true, and glancing over one’s horoscope might be nothing more than a mildly entertaining joke you 
share with your co-workers on a coffee break. But we validate their existence when we pay attention to them. Even more 
seriously, through exposure, they may de-sensitize our consciences to real demonic influences. Bottom line: we are Chris-
tian and we are called to be different. 
     If you have already had exposure to magic, the occult, or Ouija boards, please seek out the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion as soon as possible. Confession is the most powerful form of exorcism in existence. I invite you to lay every sin before 
Jesus in Confession and let Him heal you. And then forget about it. Because of the power of Jesus, you will know freedom 
and the new life that only Jesus can give. “So submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw 
near to God, and he will draw near to you” (James 4:7-8). 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
© FATHER MICHAEL SCHMITZ serves as the director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry for the Diocese of Duluth. He 
also serves as the chaplain for the Newman Catholic Campus Ministry at the University of Minnesota-Duluth. Father 
Schmitz’s homilies can be found online at www.UMDCatholic.org or on iTunes. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         09/06              Emily Siler & Addie Buckley                                  Kathy DiBacco                            Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      08/30 - 09/05:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         09/05               Pat & Kathy Kotten                                             Kathy Supak      
         09/06                          -                                                            Diane Rader           Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, 
Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   Aug. 31  Monday                                                      Rev. Anthony J. Conlon                                   7:15 AM  Thomas  
  Sept. 01  Tuesday                                                           Joseph Fortini                        5:00 PM  Thomas          
  Sept. 02  Wednesday                                                Poor Souls in Purgatory                                            9:00 AM  Parsons      
  Sept. 03  Thursday                                                               Sheila Slater            5:00 PM  Thomas  
  Sept. 04  First Friday                                                     Patrick Flanagan                                                  1:00 PM C Acr. 
  Sept. 04  First Friday    ADORATION & BENEDICTION                  5:00 PM Thomas 
  Sept. 04  First Friday                                                      Bill & Leah Marco                   6:00 PM Thomas 
  Sept. 05  First Saturday                                         Merce & Joe Gummerson                                            9:00 AM Parsons 
  Sept. 05  SATURDAY VIGIL                                        Warren E. Moore                                    5:00 PM Thomas    
  Sept. 06  SUNDAY                                     Donald & Regina Mattox Family                               9:00 AM Thomas    
  Sept. 06  SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                                             11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


