
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

 

If a politician cannot respect the life  

of a little baby in the womb,  
how can he or she respect your life or mine? 

 

++ Fr. Frank Pavone 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  AUGUST 30, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $866.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $2452.46 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 08/16/15; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 08/09/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

 
Sept. 06 - “ASK FATHER” after the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
Sept. 09 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Thomas. 
Sept. 13 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild monthly meeting immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.  
Sept. 17 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Thomas. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “canned peaches”  Each month we 
will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

BAKE SALE TODAY! 
The Society of St. Thomas Women are selling baked 
goods immediately following the 9:00 AM Mass at St. 

Thomas Aquinas Church.  Be sure to stop by and check 
out their assortment of delicious breads, cookies, cakes 

and more.  All proceeds will go towards statue restoration. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION COMMUNITY PARISH PICNIC 
This “community building event” will take place at the Knights of Columbus Park on Sunday, September, 13th at 3:00 PM.  
Meats, Paper products and beverages will be provided by the Ministerial Association.  Our Parish is asked to bring des-
serts and fruits.  Monetary donations will be collected to go towards the Tucker County Backpack program to help feed 
170 kids in our county on the weekends.  Please sign-up on the sheet in the back of the churches so we can make food 
preparations (Deadline 9-6-15).  This should be a very fun event.  (Check out the new playground at the K of C Park!) 

 

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS!! 
Please support the Knights of Columbus and 
buy a Football Frenzy Raffle ticket.  This is one 
of their biggest fund raisers for the year and it 
is very beneficial in supporting the many youth 
events and programs of the parish.   

 

LADIES RETREAT COMING SOON!   
 A Ladies Retreat will be held on Friday, October 16, 2015 
at the St. Thomas Center beginning at 9:00 AM until Mass 
at 5:00 PM.  Adoration and confessions will be available 

with visiting priests.  The retreat will be run by the Domin-
ican Sisters of Nashville.  All are strongly encouraged to 

attend.  Lunch and snacks will be provided. 

DIOCESAN SCHOLARSHIP ASSOCIATION 
 Since its inception, the Diocesan Scholarship Association 
has assisted hundreds of students who chose to attend 

Wheeling Jesuit University.  On the weekend of Sept. 13th 
parishes across the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston will be 
asking their parishioners to continue to support this special 
collection so that today’s youth might have the opportunity 
to attend WV’s only Catholic institution of higher education. 

http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-art-of-tickets-to-a-water-park-clipart.html


 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of September, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving 
in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

That Despicable New Minion Movie 
By:  Birgit Jones  

 

     As is our habit for July birthdays, my adult daughter and I go to a movie to celebrate. This is a decades long tradition 
for us and often the only movie we see at a theater all year. Now that she has children, they inevitably tag along for a fun 
family outing. We make a day of it – noon Mass at the Cathedral, lunch at a favorite restaurant, and then a movie. Our 
tastes are simple and tame, so it isn’t a problem for the kids to join us – usually that is. 
 
     Although our birthdays fall on July 1 and 2, we waited for the Minion movie to come out today – July 10. Who wouldn’t 
enjoy the harmless fun of yucking it up with those cute little pill-shaped protagonists, right? Why I even have priest friends 
who sport a biretta-wearing Minion as their Facebook profile photo. They’re everywhere – spokes models for several 
brands from yogurt to cereal. With their penchant for bananas, unique language, and silly antics Minions are the epitome 
of harmless fun – or so I thought. 
 
     Yes, I do realize that the first movie, Despicable Me, found the Minions seeking a villain to follow as well but, in the 
end, Felonious Gru found redemption and became a good guy after all. 
 
     Spoiler alert: In the latest Minions we wait throughout the entire movie for a redemptive quality that never comes. 
There is a heartbreaking lack of morality in the entire film. You’d hope those little yellow capsule bodies would at least 
contain a conscience. But, in their quest to follow one villain after another, those lovable, little chuckle-heads never find 
anyone respectable to whom they want to attach themselves – not even the Queen of England. 
 
     Equally distressing for our young companions, are the risqué scenes mingled in with the dark humor. We see a Minion 
drop his pants to reveal a thong and a trio of hypnotized guards who strip to their boxers to gyrate, twerking-style. 
 
     I’ve forgiven or chosen to ignore the gratuitous bathroom humor, injected in many movies for kids these days – osten-
sibly to keep the boys and teens interested – but I draw the line at a character who says, ‘It’s just feels so good to be bad’ 
and then never changes her tone. 
 
     Sadly, the only thing I found enjoyable about Minions was the excellent Beatles soundtrack and the Minions’ version of 
a walk across Abbey Road. In my estimation the $7.50 matinee fee was money poorly spent indeed. With such appealing 
(and therefore influential) characters, my hope would be for good reinforcement of moral values. 

 

CCD CLASSES BEGIN NEXT WEEK 
Classes will begin next Sunday, September 13th.  Fr. Grassi 

will have a brief CCD information meeting with parents 
after both morning masses.   

 

MASS SCHEDULE THIS WEEK 
Please note that there are no Masses on Monday through 
Thursday this week since Fr. Grassi will be away for his 

annual retreat. 

 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will resume  

their monthly meetings beginning next Sunday,  
September 13th immediately following the  

11:00 AM Mass. 

 

PASTA SUPPER 
The Society of St. Thomas women are selling tickets for 
their pasta supper that will be held on Saturday, October 

10th from 3:00 PM until 7:00 PM.  Tickets are $8 for adults 
and $5 for children.  More info later. 

http://www.catholicstand.com/that-despicable-new-minion-movie/
http://www.catholicstand.com/author/birgit-jones/
http://www.minionsmovie.com/minions.html
http://www.minionsmovie.com/despicableme.html


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         09/13              Dee Oldaker & Becca Siler                                   Fred Sikarskie                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      09/06 - 09/12:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         09/12              Rita Johnson                                                       Beth Spencer      
         09/13              Betty Woods & Mary Sagace                                 Don Woods                                Nathaniel Rader        

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, 
Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Sept. 07  Monday                         -                                                      No Mass  
  Sept. 08  Tuesday                   -                                         No Mass          
  Sept. 09  Wednesday                    -                                                              No Mass  
  Sept. 10  Thursday                           -                            No Mass 
  Sept. 11  Friday                                                       Sheila Slater                                 5:00 PM Thomas 
  Sept. 12  Saturday                                                    Frank T. Gambino                                                   9:00 AM Parsons 
  Sept. 12  SATURDAY VIGIL                                       Anna Lawrence                                       5:00 PM Thomas    
  Sept. 13  SUNDAY                                                  Fr. Dube                                                  9:00 AM Thomas    
  Sept. 13  SUNDAY                                                   People of the Parish                                               11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


