
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Our society is phony in its attitude toward handicapped 
children. We sponsor the Special Olympics, and cheer on 
the Down’s Syndrome competitors, speaking of the joy and 
inspiration they bring us; but when we hear a woman is 
carrying a special needs baby society says ‘Kill it before it is 
born.’” 

— Stephenson County Right to Life 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  SEPTEMBER 13, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $1,339.02 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $930.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of September, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 09/20/15; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 09/13/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

Oct. 4 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
Oct. 6 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7 PM in the rectory conference room. 
Oct. 10 - Rosary Rally beginning at 12:00 noon at the Parsons courthouse square. 
Oct. 11 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild monthly meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
Oct. 11 - Knights of Columbus dinner in the Our Lady of Mercy social hall beginning with social hour at 5:00 PM. 
Oct. 18 - Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “canned peaches”  Each month we 
will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
The Catholic University of America is the national university of the Catholic Church in the United States,  

located in Washington, D.C.  It provides an academically rigorous education guided by Catholic intellectual  
tradition to nearly 7,000 students every year.  More than 4,000 students directly receive scholarship  
aid from this Collection, including many from our diocese.  Next weekend, September 27th a special  

collection will be taken up for the Catholic University of America.   

 

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS!! 
Please support the Knights of Columbus and buy 
a Football Frenzy Raffle ticket.  This is one of 
their biggest fund raisers for the year and it is 
very beneficial in supporting the many youth 
events and programs of the parish.   

 

LADIES RETREAT COMING SOON!   
 A Ladies Retreat will be held on Friday, October 16, 2015 
at the St. Thomas Center beginning at 9:00 AM until Mass 
at 5:00 PM.  Adoration and confessions will be available 

with visiting priests.  The retreat will be run by the Domin-
ican Sisters of Nashville.  All are strongly encouraged to 

attend.  Lunch and snacks will be provided. 

 

 PASTA SUPPER 
The Society of St. Thomas women are 
selling tickets for their pasta supper 
that will be held on Saturday, October 
10th from 3:00 PM until 7:00 PM.  Tick-
ets are $8 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren.  More info later. 

 

READERS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED 
The St. Thomas Aquinas Church is in need of readers and 
Eucharistic ministers.  If this is something you can help 
with please contact the parish office and let us know.  

Your help would be greatly appreciated. 

http://www.cliparthut.com/clip-art-of-tickets-to-a-water-park-clipart.html
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of September, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving 
in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

THE BEATITUDES  
                                                                     By:  Patrticia McDonough 
     

      My grandmother emigrated from Ireland at the age of 16. There was, for her, no high school education, no mention of 
a college fund or a career. There was, instead, an early marriage followed by eleven pregnancies in all. Four of her chil-
dren were claimed by miscarriage and of the seven who were carried full term, only five lived long enough to start school. 
My mother can remember my grandmother washing diapers by the dozens with lye soap and a wooden washboard. She 
remembers the coal stove that her mother filled every morning to warm the kitchen and dry the diapers. She can recall her 
mother weeping uncontrollably as she held another dying baby in her arms. Perhaps most vividly, my mother, just a little 
girl at the time, remembers the day her mother died.  
      

     Mary Dwyer was 43 years old when life left her. She was waked in the front parlor of the apartment that she shared 
with her husband of 26 years. In 1931, my maternal grandmother was buried in a Brooklyn cemetery, a place I have only 
visited once.  
 

     I couldn't help but wonder if she would recognize the woman standing at her grave as one of her own. I am a descend-
ant who has never experienced economic deprivation or maladies of children for whom there is no cure. I am not like her. 
I am educated, I am financially secure, I benefit from medical technology and my children have been immunized. I have 
crossed the Atlantic many times, not in search of a new home or a better life, but for European vacations. I was born in 
the wealthiest and most powerful country in the world and have grown accustomed to the American success story that is 
envied by the poor and the persecuted and those who hunger and thirst for justice, all of whom Jesus speaks of as blessed 
in the Sermon on the Mount.  
 

     Jesus chose to live and die among the people from whom I have been distanced. I have known and passed on to my 
children a reality that is different from the reality that Jesus embraced and spoke of as blessed. If we have separated our-
selves from the poor, the lowly, and the oppressed, perhaps we have separated ourselves from Christ. Perhaps the experi-
ence of mourning, of suffering, and persecution opens us to the Kingdom of God in a way that money and power and 
prestige cannot. I wonder if my children, who by their birthright have been protected from the harsh realities of life, will 
understand the language of the beatitudes. Their experience of life barely resembles the experience of Jesus and those 
whom He loved.  
   

     I am told that my grandmother was a devout Catholic whose faith sustained her throughout the hardships that she 
encountered as a young woman. She forged the way into a world where I am safe from the very things from which she 
suffered. I have never known the injustices saved for immigrants and women who had neither vote nor voice. I have never 
wanted for a meal or held a dying baby. I have enjoyed a life where I longed for nothing except the opportunity to have 
known her, to have shared her stories and been blessed by her wisdom, to have understood her faith and fortitude.  
 

     Today I am 43 years old. Unlike my grandmother, I celebrate this birthday with good health and happiness and high 
hopes for the future. I have everything she ever dreamed of or worked for. I have what she would have called "the good 
life". But I wonder if I have lived a good life. I wonder if my 43 years honor the memory of her 43 years, her sacrifices, her 
struggles and her sorrows. What would she think of me if she were here today?  
 

     Among the many things I have is the gift of knowing that I have been created in the image of God, just like the immi-
grant, the impoverished and the marginalized, those who are cold, who are without food or shelter or safety. Those of us 
who have been richly blessed are called to bless those who have not been as fortunate, those who hunger and thirst for 
God's justice in an unjust world and for His mercy in a world that can be cold and unforgiving. Those of us with a voice are 
called to be the peacemakers, to work toward justice, to speak for those who cannot be heard, and to stand by the less 
fortunate, knowing that just a generation or two ago, our loved ones stood among them. Perhaps it is among society's lost 
and long forgotten that we will discover the pure in heart, the meek, and the merciful and then, and only then, will the 
Kingdom of God be ours.  



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         09/27              Kaylee DiBacco & Emily Siler                                Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      09/20 - 09/26:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         09/26              Rita Johnson                                                       Beth Spencer      
         09/27              Betty Woods                                                       Diane Rader                                Nathaniel Rader    

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, 
Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Sept. 21  Monday                               Adam Ward       7:15 AM  Thomas                      
  Sept. 22  Tuesday                   Rev. Leroy O. Beyer      7:15 AM  Thomas             
  Sept. 23  Wednesday                                 -      No Mass                   
  Sept. 24  Thursday                            Agnes Ann Ferruso                   5:00 PM  Thomas  
  Sept. 25  Friday                                                   Paul Ranalli                     5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Sept. 26  Saturday                                                Honey, Vivian & Ulli Vachon                 9:00 AM Parsons 
  Sept. 26  SATURDAY VIGIL                                        Anna Lawrence                                       5:00 PM Thomas    
  Sept. 27  SUNDAY                                             Edward Ambrose                                            9:00 AM Thomas    
  Sept. 27  SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                                              11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


