
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“I’m prochoice. Prochoice about what? Whether you have 

Mexican or Chinese food? Where you live? What kind of car 
you drive? Of course. But are you prochoice about rape? 
About burglary? About kidnapping? Are you prochoice 
about killing children? Let’s cut through the lies and  

identify what choice we’re talking about — killing children.” 
— Randy Alcorn 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  SEPTEMBER 20, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $1675.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $752.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of September, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 09/20/15; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 09/13/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

Oct. 4 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
Oct. 6 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7 PM in the rectory conference room. 
Oct. 10 - Rosary Rally beginning at 12:00 noon at the Parsons courthouse square. 
Oct. 11 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild monthly meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
Oct. 11 - Knights of Columbus dinner in the Our Lady of Mercy social hall beginning with social hour at 5:00 PM. 
Oct. 18 - Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “canned peaches”  Each month we 
will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY 
The Catholic University of America is the national university of the Catholic Church in the United States,  

located in Washington, D.C.  It provides an academically rigorous education guided by Catholic intellectual  
tradition to nearly 7,000 students every year.  More than 4,000 students directly receive scholarship  

aid from this Collection, including many from our diocese.  This weekend a special  
collection will be taken up for the Catholic University of America.   

 

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS 
This is your last chance to purchase a Football 
Frenzy ticket!  Please hurry and get yours today!  
(All Knights are asked to please turn in 
their tickets by October 1st.) 

 

LADIES RETREAT COMING SOON!   
 A Ladies Retreat will be held on Friday, October 16, 2015 
at the St. Thomas Center beginning at 9:00 AM until Mass 
at 5:00 PM.  Adoration and confessions will be available 

with visiting priests.  The retreat will be run by the Domin-
ican Sisters of Nashville.  PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE 

SHEET AND MAKE YOUR LUNCH CHOICE! 

 

 PASTA SUPPER 
The Society of St. Thomas women are 
selling tickets for their pasta supper 
that will be held on Saturday, October 
10th from 3:00 PM until 7:00 PM.  Tick-
ets are $8 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren.  More info later. 

 

READERS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED 
The St. Thomas Aquinas Church is in need of readers and 
Eucharistic ministers.  If this is something you can help 
with please contact the parish office and let us know.  

Your help would be greatly appreciated. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of September, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving 
in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

EVIL, BE THOU MY GOOD 
By: Father George W. Rutler 

 

     I was with my parents at a performance of Gounod's Faust at the opera some years ago, when Marguerite went mad in 
Act V after killing her baby, my mother let out a gasp that embarrassed me, for we were in a box over stage left and con-
spicuous.  Now I bless my mother because that maternal empathy is the heart of civilization.   
     "A voice was heard in Ramah, Rachel weeping for her children" (Jeremiah 31:15).  Stifle the mother, and you stifle the 
child, and the world dies.  Our Lady, being a take-charge kind of woman, as was evident at the wedding in Cana, may 
have been a midwife often in Nazareth, weeping at the loss of infants as she surely did when the innocents were massa-
cred in Bethlehem. 
     In the opera, the repentant Marguerite is taken by angels singing "Salvation!"  But Faust, who bartered his soul to 
Mephistopheles before fathering Marguerite's child, is bound to that Satan who, in the words of Milton, bids "Evil, be thou 
my good."  Anyone who calls evil good, moves discourse about infanticide to a very dark place. 
     On April 26, President Obama, the first sitting president to address Planned Parenthood, not only thanked that organi-
zation which aborts around 300,000 children a year, but added, "God bless you."  Evil, be thou my good.  
On June 13, Nancy Pelosi said that the abortion issue is "sacred ground."  Evil, be thou my good. 
    On June 20, a New York Times Op-Ed contributor described the aborting of her 23-week-old son, who had a heart de-
fect: "I felt my son's budding life end as a doctor inserted a needle through my belly into his tiny heart.  As horrible as that 
moment was — it will live with me forever — I am grateful.  We made sure our son was not born only to suffer.  He died 
in a warm and loving place, inside me."  Evil, be thou my good. 
      Our merciful Lord will hear the cry of those who make terrible mistakes, especially those who have not had the grace 
of being taught right from wrong.  To them he offers real angels, and not singers on a stage.  But he also predicted that "a 
time is coming when anyone who kills will think he is offering service to God"  (John 16:2).  Like Faust, such people ask 
God to bless destroyers of life, and call the killing fields "sacred ground," and even describe the womb of a mother who 
kills her child as a "warm and loving place."  
     Blessed Teresa of Calcutta said that no one is safe around a mother who would kill her own child.  Anyone who makes 
a Faustian bargain knows that even Christ is not safe around such a mother:  "Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of 
these my brethren, you did it to me" (Matthew 25:40).  Satan calls evil good.  Christ calls it crucifixion. 

 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT…. 
A woman visited her doctor. “Doctor,” she said, “I have a perfectly functioning circulatory system.” 
“That’s good,” the doctor replied. 
“Well,” she said, “I was wondering if you could give me a drug to make it stop functioning the way that it is supposed to.” 
“That’s crazy!” the doctor replied. “Why would I give you something to make your circulatory system stop functioning 
well?” 
“Ok,” the woman replied, “but how about my respiratory system. It seems to be working fine. Could you give me some-
thing to mess it up?” 
The doctor was shocked. “Of course not! No doctor in their right mind would intentionally give you a drug to mess up a 
healthy respiratory system.” 
“Well, how about my reproductive system?” asked the woman. “Can you give me something to make it stop functioning 
the way that it is supposed to?” 
“Certainly,” the doctor replied. “We have all kinds of medicines to do that.” 

 

RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY IS NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4TH! 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         10/04              Addie Buckley & Dee Oldaker                               Joanne Sikarskie                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      09/27 - 10/03:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         10/03              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Kathy Supak      
         10/04              Mary Sagace                                                       Michelle Snyder                           Wesley Snyder   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, 
Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  Sept. 28  Monday                       Patrick & Beth Hickey         7:15 AM  Thomas                      
  Sept. 29  Tuesday                      Daniel Turner       5:00 PM  Thomas             
  Sept. 30  Wednesday                      Alice & Ray Dye       9:00 PM  Parsons                   
    Oct. 01  Thursday                                       Mary Mac Ingram     5:00 PM  Thomas 
    Oct. 02  First Friday                    Patrick Flanagan                       1:00 PM  C.Acres 
    Oct. 02  First Friday                 ADORATION & BENEDICTION   5:00 PM Parsons  
    Oct. 02  First Friday          Rev. John H. McDonnell    6:00 PM Parsons 
   Oct. 03  First Saturday          Dick Sakal                            9:00 AM Parsons  
   Oct. 03  SATURDAY VIGIL                                            Diane Ulch                                         5:00 PM Thomas    
   Oct. 04  SUNDAY                                          People of the Parish                                        9:00 AM Thomas    
   Oct. 04  SUNDAY                                                    Mike & Joe Michael                                                11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


