
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Do you believe in God, accountability, judgment? Make no 

mistake, we are going to be held accountable for all the 
innocent blood being shed when we could have stopped 
the killing by our prayers, fasting, actions and how we vote 
and hold our public servants accountable.”   
                                      —Fr. Frank Pavone 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  OCTOBER 11, 2015  
 

 

St. Thomas: $2,283.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $981.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of October, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 10/18/15; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 10/11/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

Oct. 18 - Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
Oct. 20 - Parish Council Meeting 
Nov. 1 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “Kidney Beans”  Each month we 

will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING         

Just a reminder to all parish council members that we will 
meet this Tuesday, October 20th, in the Rectory confer-
ence room in Thomas immediately following the 5:00 PM 

Mass.   Hope to see you there!                                              

 

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY 
On world mission Sunday we have the opportunity to be 

part of the Church’s missionary work in Asia, Africa, 

Latin America and the Pacific Islands through our pray-
ers and generous help offered to the Society of the 

Propagation of the Faith.  A second collection will be 
taken up at all Masses today for the Universal Mission 

Collection. 

 

CORTLAND ACRES BIRTHDAY PARTY 
The Our Lady of Mercy Guild is sponsoring the Cortland 
Acres October birthday party on Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 

2:00 PM.  If you plan on attending please arrive at 1:30 PM 
to help set-up.  All help is greatly appreciated. 

 

ACTION AGAINST ADDICTION 
Curious how substance abuse and addiction are impacting your community?  We are pleased to be offering a presentation 
and discussion given by a representative of the US Attorney's Office in WV on the topic of Drug Abuse Awareness.  This 
presentation is scheduled for Monday, October 19, at 6:00 PM in St. Brendan Parish Hall.  Come and help take action to 
break the grip of addiction in West Virginia. 

              

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
Please pray for the soul of  

Betty Stewart who was buried from   
our parish church this past Tuesday,  

Oct. 13th.  Please pray for the  
consolation of her family as well. 

COVERED DISH DINNER TODAY FOLLOWING THE 11 AM MASS IN PARSONS.   

ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of October, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in 
our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

Viewpoint: Who is to blame? 
By Donald DeMarco, PhD  

 

     The mantra “Every child should be a wanted child,” adopted by Planned Parenthood and other promoters of abortion, 
has effects on several levels. Its simplicity is disarming. Its moral idealism is inspiring, though it represents a flawed ideal. 
Its pity is compelling, since it recognizes the sorry state of being unwanted. Its corollary—“What do we do with children 
who are unwanted?”—is deadly. It is a land mine buried beneath flowers. 
 

Love versus want 
     Being loved is better than being wanted. Our mantra should be “Every child should be loved.” “Wanted” carries the 
implication of being “for-me.” But being loved centers on the beloved. The “want ads” in the newspaper represent a bene-
fit for me: I want someone to cut my grass, paint my deck, and do household repairs. But when the grass is cut, the deck 
is painted, and the household repairs are finished, the “want” no longer exists. Love endures; want is momentary.  
     A married couple should want a child until the child exists. Once that child comes into being, he should be loved. Love 
is built on the recognition that the child has an intrinsic claim to being loved. The child’s worth is not defined by his rela-
tionship to another. 
     But what is to be done, we ask, with a child who is neither loved nor wanted? For those who see the child this way, the 
logical solution is that he must be discarded. Thus the corollary to “Every child should be loved” is “No child should ever be 
discarded.”  
     William Shakespeare’s longest poem, The Rape of Lucrece, is about a woman who was wanted for a while but not 
loved. When she was no longer wanted, she was discarded. To add to her misery, she, like the unwanted preborn, was 
punished for her state of being unwanted as if she were blameworthy: 
 

No man inveigh against the   
    wither’d flower, 
But chide rough winter that 
    the flower hath kill’d: 
Not that devour’d, but that 
    which doth devour, 
Is worthy blame. 
 

     Lucrece’s tragedy is akin to that of the aborted child. They are both victims of being defined not by who they are in 
their essence, but by virtue of a tentative relationship to an unloving other. Their intrinsic dignity remained undiscovered. 
As a result, they were consigned to the precarious world of want and “unwant.” Being unwanted would soon change their 
fate to being discarded. Being loved, on the other hand, would have saved them from the perilous state of merely being 
wanted. 
     Two people may marry each other because they want each other. The husband may want a laundress, a cook, and a 
housekeeper; the wife may want a provider, a protector, and a handyman. But if love is not present, the marriage is most 
fragile. Divorce is a way of discarding a marriage because “wantedness” has run its course. 
 

Transcendent love 
     The secular world may think that it has attained a higher moral ground than the Catholic Church on the subject of 
abortion. After all, instead of asserting, “Every child should be a wanted child,” the Church is stating, in effect, “Every child 
should be accepted, even when a child imposes a terrible burden on his parents.” 
     Thus the world can seem more compassionate than the Church, because it seemingly spares parents a great deal of 
grief. The world may think this way, but only because it has such little faith in or understanding of love. The child who is 
loved will not be a burden, because love is stronger than any burden. In fact, love can transfigure burdens into blessings. 
And this is the central mystery of the crucified Christ. He was innocent and blameless. Yet His love transcended His suffer-
ing and gave us witness to the redemptive power of love. 
 

http://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-massachusetts/who-we-are/our-history/pplm-wanting-every-child-be-wanted-child
https://books.google.com/books?id=5DAJAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA178&lpg=PA178&dq=%22No+man+inveigh+against+the+wither%E2%80%99d+flower%22&source=bl&ots=0dbPMRF_uz&sig=xFLQhZmONPnlK-WfzwicOPLg0IQ&hl=en&sa=X&ei=A4VWVYXnIsjMsAXWm4GwBg&ved=0CCIQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=%22No%20man


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         10/25              Addie Buckley & Emily Siler                                  Fred Sikarskie                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      10/18 - 10/24:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         10/24              Rita Johnson                                                       Kathy Supak     
         10/25              Mary Sagace                                                       Diane Rader                               Isaac Quattro   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, and 
Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Oct. 19  Monday                          Leonard Teranto     7:15 AM  Thomas                      
  Oct. 20  Tuesday                      Betty Stewart               5:00 PM  Thomas             
  Oct. 21  Wednesday                  Martha Kochenderfer             9:00 AM  Parsons                   
  Oct. 22  Thursday                                    Bob & Eileen Spencer                      5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Oct. 23  Friday                        Henry Grewe                                         5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Oct. 24  Saturday               Rev. Leroy O. Beyer                        9:00 AM  Parsons  
  Oct. 24  SATURDAY VIGIL                                          Betty Stewart                                          5:00 PM Thomas    
  Oct. 25  SUNDAY                                          People of the Parish                                           9:00 AM Thomas    
  Oct. 25  SUNDAY                                                       Joseph Delasko                                                   11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


