
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Abortion,  

fetal experimentation,  

Infanticide, 
and euthanasia…. 

are four walls of America’s coffin.” 
— Stephenson County Right to Life 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  OCTOBER 18, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $1,805.72 
Universal Missions:  $$328.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $800.00 
Universal Missions:  $150.60 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of October, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 10/18/15; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 10/11/15.) 
(High Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

Nov. 1 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
November 03 - Society of St. Thomas Women will meet at 7:00 in the Rectory conference room. 
November 06 - First Friday Adoration, Benediction and Mass in Thomas, for CCD children. 
November 08 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass in the Social Hall. 
November 11 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Thomas. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “Kidney Beans”  Each month we 

will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
Next weekend our parish will take up the Collection for the Archdiocese for the Military Services (AMS).  The guiding mis-
sion of the AMS is to provide the sacraments—and the re-affirming Word of Christ— to the men and women serving in our 
armed forces, patients in VA Medical Centers, civilians working for the federal government beyond U.S. borders, and the 

families of these populations. To provide these services they need your help - the AMS receives no federal funding. 

 

CORTLAND ACRES BIRTHDAY PARTY 
The Our Lady of Mercy Guild is sponsoring the Cortland 
Acres October birthday party on Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 
2:00 PM.  If you plan on attending please arrive at 1:30 

PM to help set-up.  All help is greatly appreciated. 

REMINDER TO ALL CCD STUDENTS  
All students are expected to attend Adoration, 
Benediction and Mass on First Friday, Nov. 6th at 
St. Thomas Church.  This will replace your Sun-
day, November 8th religious education classes.  
All parents are encouraged to join us.  

PLENARY INDULGENCES FOR THE POOR SOULS 

 From Nov. 1st to Nov. 8th:  Visit a cemetery with mental prayer for the poor souls.   

 On Nov. 2nd:  visit a church or an oratory with one Our Father and one Creed being recited.   

A partial indulgence can be obtained any time by visiting a cemetery and praying for the poor souls.  The following prayer 
is especially recommended:  Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  May 
they rest in peace.  Amen. 

 

    PASTA FAZOOL DINNER 
Come and enjoy a delicious dinner of “Pasta Fazool,” salad, bread and dessert, on 

Friday, Oct. 30th from 4:00 - 6:00 pm at the St. Thomas Center.  Cost:  only $6.00.  
Carry-outs available.  Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.                                                        
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                              WHY SURROGACY VIOLATES HUMAN DIGNITY  By: Arland K. Nichols 

     Surrogacy became mainstream when in the fourth season of the popular sitcom, “Friends,” the ever-spacey Phoebe 
became the surrogate mother of her brother’s children, in the episode titled, “The One with the Embryos.” The episode’s writ-

er noted this had never before been seen on television—the story arc was considered “risky” and writers were concerned that 
it was “too crazy … where was the line with Phoebe?” It was a smash hit. 

     The narrative continued into the fifth season when in the hundredth episode of the show Phoebe gave birth to her own 
nephew and two nieces. The show depicted her struggling with letting the babies go, but ultimately the choice to gestate and 

birth her brother’s kids was portrayed as an admirable self-sacrifice. Undoubtedly, this storyline helped to dispel much of any 
remaining natural opposition to the idea of being pregnant with the genetic children of another couple. 
     It should come as no surprise then that some seventeen years later Yahoo is featuring a series celebrating the many ways 

families are formed today. One article in the series retells the story of Finnean Lee who was born into the world courtesy of 
the oldest woman ever to give birth in Illinois—his own grandmother. 

     A 2012 article headline was direct: “Woman Gives Birth to Own Grandson.” The more recent article explains the “painful 
and traumatic time” during which Sara Connell and her husband Bill endured six failed in vitro fertilization (IVF) cycles, the 

stillbirth of twins and a miscarriage. This eventually led them to accept Sara’s mother’s “extraordinary offer” to gestate and 
birth her own grandchild. 

     Anyone who has faced the cross of infertility, endured a miscarriage, or suffered through a stillbirth knows firsthand the 
kind of suffering endured in these most difficult moments of life. Having recently borne one of these crosses, I know the val-

ue of compassion, support, and prayers offered by loved ones and strangers alike. But I also know how vital it is to respond 
to the cross we bear in a way that is in accord with human nature, honors marriage, and respects the rights and dignity of 

children. 
     The Church is clear—every child conceived is “imago dei”—in the “image of God”—and is precious in God’s sight. At the 

same time, the Church rightly identifies specific methods of achieving pregnancy that are immoral, and she calls upon couples 
to reject these methods. One can be critical of the means chosen while being careful to never attack the person who is the 

product of the immoral method of achieving pregnancy. 
     The Church articulates her doctrine about surrogacy most directly in “Donum vitae,” a 1987 document of the Congregation 

for the Doctrine of the Faith that responds to contemporary questions about respecting the origin of human life and the digni-
ty of procreation. 

     Like in vitro fertilization, surrogacy is “contrary to the unity of marriage and to the dignity of the procreation of the human 
person.” Surrogacy allows another to enter into the marriage covenant—another woman, by plan, carries a husband’s child. 

Though popular media has dampened it, there is a natural aversion to such proposals as renting a womb, a stranger giving 
birth to a child that is not her own, and a grandmother giving birth to the children of her son-in-law. 

     A child has a natural right to be conceived through an act of love, to be nurtured in the womb by his own mother and to 
be birthed by his own mother. Surrogacy offends these basic rights, and deprives him or her of the dignity of being carried, 

nurtured, and birthed by his own mother. 
     For this reason, “Donum vitae” emphasizes, “Surrogate motherhood represents an objective failure to meet the obligations 

of maternal love, of conjugal fidelity and of responsible motherhood; it offends the dignity of the right of the child to be con-
ceived, carried in the womb, brought into the world and brought up by his own parents; it sets up to the detriment of fami-

lies, a division between the physical, psychological, and moral elements which constitute those families.” 
     Surrogacy offends the marital covenant and it treats the body of the surrogate mother as an object of use, and if money is 

involved, an object to be rented. Such an act is beneath her dignity. And let us not forget that surrogacy requires the creation 
of a human being in a laboratory and outside of an act of love between husband and wife. In the lab, his creators manifest 

little concern for the life of each individual human being created, and his status vis-à-vis his laboratory technician creators is 
that of a product that may be discarded. (In the case of Sara and Bill Connell, a conservative estimate is that at least 50 em-

bryonic human beings died so that Finnean might be born). This—and each of the above ethical concerns—is truly tragic. 
     While the children who enter the world through surrogacy are precious, and those who choose surrogacy undoubtedly act 

with the best of intentions, often in the face of great suffering, it does not change the objective truth that such an act is 
against human nature and divine law and thus cannot be a good act nor lead to the flourishing of those who choose it. In her 

article, Sara Connell makes a strenuous effort to push away her own natural opposition by covering it with euphemisms and 
emotional language and does so by adopting phrases such as “act of generosity,” “empowering,” “liberated and empowered,” 
“normalized” and “something to celebrate.” But re-describing an act in glowing terms does not change its nature; it does not 

change what it is. 
     Surrogacy crosses numerous lines that should not be breached. This method of “starting a family” fails to honor the mar-

riage covenant. It also dishonors the right of every child to be brought into the world by his or her own mother through an 
act of love. 
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           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         11/01              Dee Oldaker & Ariona Plumley                              Lukas Thompson                        Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      10/25 - 10/31:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         10/31              Kathy Supak                                                       Nancy Zizunas     
         11/01              Titi Ferguson                                                       John Ferguson                            Wesley Snyder   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, and 
Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Oct. 26  Monday                              Jerry Paoletti            7:15 AM  Thomas                      
  Oct. 27  Tuesday                       Woodie Wilson             5:00 PM  Thomas             
  Oct. 28  Wednesday                 Rev. John H. McDonnell       9:00 AM  Parsons                   
  Oct. 29  Thursday                                         Hildegard Studer                   5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Oct. 30  Friday                 Carl & Therese Zakrajsek                                 7:15 AM Thomas 
  Oct. 31  Saturday                    Steve Hammond                                          9:00 AM  Parsons  
  Oct. 31  SATURDAY VIGIL                                           John Lawrence                                       5:00 PM Thomas    
  Nov. 01  SUNDAY                                            People of the Parish                                         9:00 AM Thomas    
  Nov. 01  SUNDAY                                                        Bill & Leah Marco                                               11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


