
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“It is not morally possible for any Catholic to support abor-

tion, euthanasia, fetal stem cell research, human cloning, 

or same-sex marriage. There are no ways around this, no 

justifications whatever. Why? For the simple reason that 

the Church holds these things to be intrinsically evil. They 

are evil in themselves, and no circumstances or subjective 

conditions can ever change that.” 

++ Father John Corapi on EWTN ++ 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  NOVEMBER 1, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $2,475.83 
Archdiocese for Military Services:  $385.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $645.50 
Archdiocese for Military Services:  $167.50 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of November, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, NO MASS 11/15/15; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 11/08/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

November 08 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass in the Social Hall. 
November 11 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Thomas. 
November 26 - Thanksgiving Day 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “Rice Krispies”  Each month we 

will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT ST. THOMAS CENTER 
Preparation is already underway for the 2015 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and people of the Davis and 

Thomas area.  This year the dinner will be hosted again in the St. Thomas Center.   Volunteers, donations of time, talents 
and gifts will be needed to provide the following:  baked sliced turkeys, dressing, pumpkin pies and bring them to the St. 
Thomas Center by 9 AM on Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 26; donations of money for green beans, butter, and gravy for 
the dinner; help to prepare and serve the meals starting at 9:30 AM in the kitchen at St. Thomas Center; help to deliver 
meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and Pineview apt.; a group of people to help wash dishes and clean up 
the Center.  If you plan on helping with any of the above mentioned items or you have any questions please call Kathy & 

Pat Kotten (866-6243).          

 

VISITING PRIEST NEXT WEEKEND 

Please take note of the Mass schedule. 

Fr. Grassi is going on vacation over the next  
two weeks.   While he is away,  Fr. Bill Kuchinsky 

will be covering the Masses and Confessions on 
 the weekend of November 14th & 15th.   

Confessions will be at the usual times at both churches 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off  

large, medium and small Christmas baskets 
with a multiple variety of great gifts in each, including a 
$100 Wal-mart card in the large basket, a $50 Wal-mart 

card in the medium basket and a $25 Wal-mart card in the 
small basket!  Be sure to get your $5 chance today!  

Chances are also available in Parsons.   
3 baskets/3 chances to win! 

 

***WANTED*** 
Volunteer Skilled Tradesmen (plumbers, carpenters, electricians).  Do you have two or three days to help the less 

fortunate?  Please call North Central WV Community Action Association Inc. at 304-478-3536.  We will supply all materials 
and you set the day and time.  If you are retired, laid off, or have a few hours to spare we could really use your help! 



 

MARRYING MARRIAGE  By Steve Pokorny 
Recently one of my co-workers got engaged. As you can imagine, she was very excited (in fact, she blushed three shades of red 
when I asked her how her fiancé proposed). As we continued to discuss, the conversation became more serious. She related how the 

real work now begins; they have to begin planning for the future – where they’re going to live, how they’re going to raise kids, what 
they’re hopes and dreams are for the future. I think this approach is very smart, and sadly, uncommon. Our culture is fascinated by 

the idea of getting married. The beautiful flowers. The tux. The gorgeous gown. The long aisle at the church. The exotic locations for 
the honeymoon. I hate to break the news: that’s not marriage. It’s only the beginning. Certainly we all want something beautiful, and 

this is specifically why marriage is so appealing. Think about it: what reveals beauty more than a young groom and bride madly in 
love with each other? Especially if we’ve come from broken relationships, the very thought of someone loving us for who we are for 
the rest of our life is really attractive. It’s like getting a new car. It’s all shiny. That fresh new-car smell. The rims look great. Oh, and 

it just purrs like a kitten. We’re really careful with it for the first few months, being very vigilant when pulling into that oh-so-tight 
parking spot. Then it happens. That first ding. Yes, it hurts, but you accept it. Maybe you get it repaired and maybe you don’t. 

After a while, there’s a couple of more dings, some rust starts to creep in, and pretty soon you realize, it’s not a beautiful, new car 
anymore. 

As we drive down the highway, we may see newer vehicles driving by us, and we may begin to long for something other than what 
we have. This desire may draw us to one day drive into an auto lot and begin scoping out that cute little Lexus that’s just begging for 

a test drive. 
Now, there’s nothing wrong with getting a new car when we need one. It’s not a problem to check out other cars or even take one 

out for a test drive. 
However, people aren’t cars. To paraphrase Saint John Paul the Great, the human person is the type of creature in all of humanity 

only to be loved and never to be used. We are meant to be loved for our own sake, regardless of our status, possessions, or attrac-
tiveness. 
For whatever reason – be it the entertainment industry or social media or our own upbringing – many men and women have been 

programmed to think of marriage like getting a new car – useful for a while but ultimately disposable. 
I always like to ask couples as they prepare for marriage: How long is your wedding day? 24 hours. How long is your marriage? The 

rest of your life! 
So many couples going into marriage have only been prepared for their wedding day. It’s the live-for-the-moment-and-hope-for-the-

best mentality. They’ve fed for years from the false understanding that marriage sucks the life out of you, kills your sex drive, and will 
empty your bank account. And if the person we’re sharing our home changes – which is inevitable, because the only constant in life is 

change – when the person we promised forever to puts on more than a few pounds or starts to sag – why wouldn’t we want to trade 
up? 

Given the perspective, it shouldn’t surprise us of the current state of marriage, because so many of us have been raised in broken 
marriages and the models for healthy, whole, holy, and vibrant marriages are far few in supply. 
Here’s the truth: If God calls us to marriage it is one of the best decisions we can make with our lives. Compared to singles, married 

men and women live longer, have more intercourse and more satisfying relations, and often have a greater net worth. It can truly 
fulfill us if we will live out marriage to the full. 

Thus instead of just marrying our spouse, to quote a phrase my wife first drilled into my head, we need to marry marriage. What 
do I mean? 

My wife was actually the one to first propose this idea to me: In marriage, spouses do not simply commit to one another — they both 
together commit to marriage itself. 

The person you marry on your wedding day is not going to be the same person 1, 5, 10, 15, 25, or 50 years later. That person is 
going to change. To which I say, thank God! 
For no one goes into marriage as a perfect person. We’re all selfish human beings with our own plans and purposes, and these de-
sires are going to clash with others who are often extremely different from us. Marriage is designed to be the training ground to be-

come the best version of who we should be (a.k.a. holy). This takes work, time, sacrifice, forgiveness, and everything else that love 
requires. We shouldn’t be surprised that we screw it up. Thanks to God for His grace, which has the power to make all things new 
(Rev 21:5). 

Although we as individuals change, marriage does not. Marriage is immutable, defined by God, and given to men and women to im-
age and participate in His intimate Union of the Trinity. Marriage is, by definition, for the rest of our lives. 

If a couple enters into marriage with this perspective – committing to their vows of serving one another unto death, no matter what – 
then there is no possibility of failure. For neither love nor the permanent union of marriage is based on feelings, but on commitment. 

In our heart of hearts, this is what we want: someone who is going to be with us no matter what. Marriage provides this context and 
the opportunity to put this ideal to the test. Insert a couple who continually draws upon God’s grace of the Sacrament of Marriage 

and you have an unbreakable bond. 
Marital relationships that are difficult are not doomed to failure; they’re just a challenge. Will you take this New Year to take up this 

challenge, recommitting to your spouse and to your marriage? Stand on the rock of commitment and your marriage will be sure to 
reveal the beauty of God’s love. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         11/15              Addie Buckley & Kaylee DiBacco                           Joanne Sikarskie                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      11/08 - 11/14:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         11/14              Rita Johnson                                                       Kathy Supak     
         11/15              Mary Sagace                                                       Diane Rader                               Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, and 
Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
Thirty –Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Nov. 09  Monday            -           No Mass                       
  Nov. 10  Tuesday            -     No Mass                   
  Nov. 11  Wednesday           -     No Mass                         
  Nov. 12  Thursday           -     No Mass 
  Nov. 13  Friday           -     No Mass  
  Nov. 14  Saturday           -     No Mass                   
  Nov. 14  SATURDAY VIGIL                                         Nellie Uchic                                5:00 PM Thomas    
  Nov. 15  SUNDAY                                           Norman DePollo                                              9:00 AM Thomas    
  Nov. 15  SUNDAY                                                  People of the Parish                                                 11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


