
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

“Albert Einstein defined insanity as doing the same thing 
over and over again and expecting different results. Every 
day we, as a nation, allow and promote the killing of 3,600 
babies, 1.3 million every year, 52 million since 1973. Now 
they are coming for the elderly and infirm. The culture of 
death truly is insanity.” 
 

                            — Stephenson County Right to Life 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  NOVEMBER 8, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $3,665.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $912.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of November, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, NO MASS 11/15/15; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 11/08/15.) 
(High Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

November 22 - Covered Dish Dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons 
November 26 - Thanksgiving Day 
December 9 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Christmas party. 
December 20 - Covered Dish Dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “Rice Krispies”  Each month we 

will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT ST. THOMAS CENTER 
Preparation is already underway for the 2015 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and people of the Davis and 

Thomas area.  This year the dinner will be hosted again in the St. Thomas Center.   Volunteers, donations of time, talents 
and gifts will be needed to provide the following:  baked sliced turkeys, dressing, pumpkin pies and bring them to the St. 
Thomas Center by 9 AM on Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 26; donations of money for green beans, butter, and gravy for 
the dinner; help to prepare and serve the meals starting at 9:30 AM in the kitchen at St. Thomas Center; help to deliver 
meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and Pineview apt.; a group of people to help wash dishes and clean up 
the Center.  If you plan on helping with any of the above mentioned items or you have any questions please call Kathy & 

Pat Kotten (866-6243).          

 

VISITING PRIEST TODAY 

We welcome Fr. Bill Kuchinsky to our parish.  He will be 

covering the weekend Masses and confessions while Fr. 
Grassi is on vacation.  Confessions will be at the usual 

times at both churches, one-half hour before Masses.  
Please take note of the weekly Mass schedule on the 

back of the bulletin. 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off  

large, medium and small Christmas baskets 
with a multiple variety of great gifts in each, including a 
$100 Wal-Mart card in the large basket, a $50 Wal-Mart 

card in the medium basket and a $25 Wal-Mart card in the 
small basket!  Be sure to get your $5 chance today!  

Chances are also available in Parsons.   
3 baskets/3 chances to win! 

 

***WANTED*** 
Volunteer Skilled Tradesmen (plumbers, carpenters, electricians).  Do you have two or three days to help the less 

fortunate?  Please call North Central WV Community Action Association Inc. at 304-478-3536.  We will supply all materials 
and you set the day and time.  If you are retired, laid off, or have a few hours to spare we could really use your help! 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of November, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in 
our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

SPIRITUAL WARFARE FOR THE NEW DARK AGES 
     By: Ray Sullivan  

     Everywhere one looks today, it seems like our society wants to go over a cliff at a thousand miles an hour. It seems 
that the government wants to stick our collective fingers in God’s eye over and over again, with their enactment of laws 
and judicial fiats which promote the cultural acceptance of abortion, fornication, pornography, sex and violent movies, so-
called “homosexual marriage,” artificial birth control, the occult, recreational marijuana, doctor assisted suicide, etc. Talk-
ing heads on the “news” programs (in reality they are more like liberal propaganda shows) belittle Christians who oppose 
these things, and glorify the worldly people who celebrate these horrors.  The purpose of this article is to help those who 
wish to inoculate themselves against becoming accepting of these anti-God practices, and to fight back against the wiles of 
Satan, who loves these abominations. 
 

The Bible on Spiritual Warfare 
Ephesians chapter 6 is the best example of spiritual warfare in the Bible: 
Finally, draw your strength from the Lord and from his mighty power. Put on the armor of God so that you may be able to 
stand firm against the tactics of the devil. For our struggle is not with flesh and blood but with the principalities, with the 
powers, with the world rulers of this present darkness, with the evil spirits in the heavens. Therefore, put on the armor of 
God, that you may be able to resist on the evil day and, having done everything, to hold your ground. So stand fast with 
your loins girded in truth, clothed with righteousness as a breastplate, and your feet shod in readiness for the gospel of 
peace. In all circumstances, hold faith as a shield, to quench all [the] flaming arrows of the evil one. And take the helmet 
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  [Ephesians 6:10- 17:] 
     So how does one do all of the above?  To begin with, daily Holy Communion is the best way to put on the armor of 
God, because Holy Communion is Christ Himself.  The devil gets seven days a week to work on your soul; why not give 
God seven days a week to counteract all of that? And of course the reason that Jesus came into the world was to “destroy 
the works of the devil.” The Eucharist is Christ, of course, and when we ingest Him into our temple (our body), Jesus 
cleanses our temple of bad things,  just like He once did in the Temple in Jerusalem. Frequent Holy Communion allows 
Jesus to fight this spiritual battle within us, which means we don’t have to fight Satan all by ourselves. 
     St. Peter also talks about resisting the devil, because Lucifer goes about as a roaring lion looking for someone to de-
vour.  It seems like the devil looks upon us as cattle being fattened for the slaughter (instead of cattle’s corn, hay, and 
molasses, our fattening food is sin!). Anyone who has ever driven by a cattle feedlot immediately notices the stench. Sin in 
our lives is a lot like that, because it really stinks to be close to the enemy and to be far from God. The devil loves the 
scent of fire and brimstone, after all. St. Joseph Cupertino could actually smell the sin on his penitents in the confessional. 
Rather than let a roaring lion devour us, Jesus, the Lion of Judah, instead becomes our food in the Eucharist, so that when 
we obey His command to eat His flesh and drink His blood, we have His actual precious blood flowing through our veins, 
and His sacred flesh in us. And this in-turn makes us very distasteful to Satan’s palate! 
     James 4:7 is another great piece of advice from scripture: 
“So submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 
When we submit ourselves to God, it means that we not only repent of our past sins, but we firmly resolve not to commit 
them anymore. It means that we totally trust in God to take good care of us, even when things are horrible in our lives. It 
means that we tell God, as often as possible, that we love Him. It means that we ask God to take our will and crush it, and 
for God to give us His holy will to take its place. It means that we ask God to melt our heart into His Sacred Heart, so that 
we become humble, chaste, loving, and courageous, like Him. It means that we pray to become more and more like Jesus 
every day, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  It means that we humbly ask for the holy intercessions of the saints in 
heaven and the poor souls in purgatory for the well being of our family, friends, enemies, and in-laws. It means that we 
start praying for the holy souls in purgatory, for the poor sinners here on earth, and for the sick and the dying. It means 
that we start doing the corporal works of mercy God told us about in Matthew 25: 31-46. It means that we develop a 
strong devotion to His mother, just like Jesus has. It means that we find the time to bend the knee in front of the Taber-
nacle more often. It means that we start reading and studying scripture every day. It means that we start witnessing to 
others about Jesus. All of the above are things that Satan does not want us to do, and we are therefore “resisting the dev-
il.”   (Continued next week). 

http://www.catholicstand.com/spiritual-warfare-for-the-new-dark-ages/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1jn/3:8#70003008
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1jn/3:8#70003008
http://www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/a.html
http://www.usccb.org/bible/jn/2:14#51002014
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1pt/5:8#68005008
https://books.google.com/books?id=AzEqCgAAQBAJ&pg=PT82&dq=sin+smells+Cupertino&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CDoQ6AEwBWoVChMIlJSWzersyAIVBOomCh0xpAr2#v=onepage&q=sin%20smells%20Cupertino&f=false
http://www.usccb.org/bible/jn/6:51#51006051
http://www.usccb.org/bible/jas/4:7#67004007
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mt/25:31#48025031


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         11/22              Ariona Plumley & Emily Siler                                 Betty Jane DiBacco                     Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      11/15 - 11/21:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         11/21              Pat & Kathy Kotten                                              Beth Spencer     
         11/22              Titi Ferguson                                                      John Ferguson                             Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, and 
Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
Thirty –Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Nov. 16  Monday            -           No Mass                       
  Nov. 17  Tuesday            -     No Mass                   
  Nov. 18  Wednesday           -     No Mass                         
  Nov. 19  Thursday           -     No Mass 
  Nov. 20  Friday           -     No Mass  
  Nov. 21  Saturday           -     No Mass                   
  Nov. 21  SATURDAY VIGIL                                Jesus & Manette Villamor                                5:00 PM Thomas    
  Nov. 22  SUNDAY                                         People of the Parish                                                 9:00 AM Thomas    
  Nov. 22  SUNDAY                                                        Zelda James                                                      11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


