
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

  “Every child who is born brings us God’s smile and invites 
us to recognize that life is His gift, a gift to be welcomed 
with love and preserved with care, always and at every 
moment.” 
 

— POPE BENEDICT XVI 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  DECEMBER 06, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $2,748.58 
 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $942.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of December, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 12/20/15; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 12/13/15.) 
(High Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

December 13 - National Appeal for the Retirement Fund for Religious. 
December 17 - St. Thomas choir will sing at Cortland Acres Nursing home at 7:00 PM. 
December 17 - NO 4th Degree Knights meeting and no meetings in January, February and March.  
December 20 - Covered Dish Dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

December 20 - Society of St. Thomas Women will be having a Christmas cookie bake sale after the 9 AM Mass. 
December 24 - Christmas Pageant and Choral Program in Parsons beginning at 6:00 PM followed by Mass at 6:30. 

December 24 - St. Thomas Christmas choral program at 11:30 PM followed by Mass at Midnight. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “canned soups”  Each month we 

will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

AGING RELIGIOUS NEED YOUR HELP! 
In the United States today, there are more than 33,000 senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests.  

These religious worked tirelessly in Catholic schools, hospitals, and agencies, usually for little to no pay.  As a result, many 
religious communities lack adequate savings for retirement and eldercare.  Your gift to today’s collection for the  

Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, and more.  Please be generous. 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off  

large, medium and small Christmas baskets 
with a multiple variety of great gifts in each, including a 
$100 Wal-Mart card in the large basket, a $50 Wal-Mart 

card in the medium basket and a $25 Wal-Mart card in the 
small basket!  Be sure to get your $5 chance today!  

Chances are also available in Parsons.   
3 baskets/3 chances to win! 

                          50/50 RAFFLE 
The Knights of Columbus council is selling  

50/50 raffle tickets!  If you are interested in  

purchasing any tickets please see one of the  
Knights after Mass.  The drawing will be held  

on Sunday, December 20th following the 11 AM  
Mass in Parsons at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 

Knights please turn in tickets by December 20th 

 

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS 

Help is needed to assemble food baskets for 88 
needy families.  Please come to the Davis Fire 

Hall on Wednesday and Thursday at 9AM to as-

semble and deliver the Baskets if you can help. 

 

BAKE SALE NEXT WEEKEND! 
The Society of St. Thomas Women will be having a  

Christmas cookie bake sale after the 9:00 AM Mass on  
Sunday, December 20th.  A delicious assortment of cookies 

will be offered for $5 per dozen.  This is a great way to 
supplement your own Christmas baking!  



 

Mary's Impossible Dream  
3rd Sunday of Advent 

 

     In the musical “Man of La Mancha,” when Dulcinea asks Don Quixote what it means to “follow his quest,” he responds 
by singing “The Impossible Dream.” Mary, who awaited the birth of Jesus some 2,000 years ago just as we do this Ad-
vent, could have written the song. She certainly lived it. 
      

     Imagine how young Mary—probably no more than 15 or 16 years old—must have felt upon receiving the news that 
the impossible was about to take place within her, that she would give birth to the Savior. How could she tell her be-
trothed, Joseph? What would her family think? Who would believe her? 
 

     “Do not be afraid, Mary,” the angel says to her. “Nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:30, 37). We know the 
rest of the story. The impossible was indeed made possible, not only at the birth of Jesus, but in the many miracles he 
performed, and most of all at his Resurrection. If God could accomplish all this, imagine what God can do in your own life. 
Advent is the season for imagining what is possible, for dreaming new dreams, for hoping beyond hope. 
 

     But it is also the season when hope can be hardest to find, dreams hardest to believe. The days draw short, the nights 
are long and the air turns. Expenses may loom at a time when resources are scarce. Separation, grief, loneliness, and 
depression are no strangers to the season. Hope may be in short supply during this time. We need Mary’s inspiring exam-
ple of courage and trust in the face of uncertainty more than ever. 
 

     Mary can’t guarantee us a smooth ride, however. Look at her own difficult journey: first, she had to travel to Bethle-
hem late in her pregnancy (Luke 2:1–6). Have you ever tried riding a donkey? Now imagine doing so nine month’s preg-
nant! Later, she had to flee to Egypt with Joseph and the baby when their lives were in danger (Matthew 2:13–23). 
     Nor can Mary promise us a season free of anxiety and worry. Imagine how she must have worried about what was 
ahead for her beloved child as his messianic destiny was revealed to her, first by shepherds who left her pondering the 
news in her heart (Luke 2:16–19), then at the Temple by the prophet Simeon, who spoke to her of the sorrowful times 
ahead: “A sword will pierce your soul too” (Luke 2:22–35). 
 

     What Mary can offer us is a remarkable and inspiring example of courage in the face of adversity, patience in the face 
of uncertainty, and hope beyond hope that the impossible is indeed possible. 
 

     Mary stood with her son as he was crucified (John 19:25–27); she stood with his fearful followers who huddled after 
his death (Acts 1:13–14). She knew that the story wasn’t over yet. And she was right. 
 

     Our story isn’t finished, either, no matter what challenges or wounds burden us this season. All things remain possible 
with God. This is the miracle of Advent. We can once again dream the impossible dream—and reach the unreachable star. 

 

COVERED DISH DINNER 
We will have our Christmas covered dish dinner next Sun-

day, December 20th immediately following the 11 AM 
Mass in Parsons at Our Lady of Mercy Church.   

A very special guest will be joining us! 
All are invited to attend!   

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
Envelopes are available in the back of both 
St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy 
Churches, if you would like to make a  
donation toward Christmas flowers in 
memory of deceased loved ones.  

 

HEAVENLY VOICES! 
The St. Thomas church choir will be performing a  

Christmas choral program at Cortland Acres Nursing 
Home on Thursday, December 17th at 7:00 PM.  Be sure 

to come and enjoy an evening of beautiful music! 

ATTENTION LADIES 
There will be a general cleaning of the Our Lady of Mercy 
Church on Saturday, Dec.19th immediately following the 

9:00 AM Mass.  This cleaning is in preparation for our 
Christmas Mass.  All ladies who are able are asked to come 

and help.  Many hands make light work! 

http://www.loyolapress.com/marian-resources.htm
http://deepeningfriendship.loyolapress.com/2009/12/21/a-habit-of-hope/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=pnvW-wKO5GWXaM&tbnid=wXNPpoTWGIETgM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.squidoo.com%2FChristmasactivities1&ei=plufUueXFYnokAemmoGYDg&bvm=bv.57155469,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGx0t


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         12/20              Emily Siler & Dee Oldaker                                    Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      12/13 - 12/19:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         12/19              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Beth Spencer 
         12/20              Titi Ferguson                                                       John Ferguson                            Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, and 
Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

   
  Dec.  14  Monday              Amos William Perrine    7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Dec.  15  Tuesday          John & Ralph Zakrajsek    5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec.  16  Wednesday         Rev. John H. McDonnell        9:00 AM  Parsons                           
  Dec.  17  Thursday                                   Eva Obyc                                     5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec.  18  Friday                     Mary Mac Ingram    5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec.  19  Saturday                                        Rev. Carl E. Bauer     9:00 AM  Parsons                 
  Dec. 19  SATURDAY VIGIL                                       Jack Lambruno                              5:00 PM Thomas    
  Dec. 20  SUNDAY                                         People of the Parish                                                9:00 AM Thomas    
  Dec. 20  SUNDAY                                                  Martha Kochenderfer                                       11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


