
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Our media are the streets…Abortion will end when the 
People of God say so. Now is the time for people of every 
religious and political background to join together to stop 
the killing. When we come out on the streets, we always 
win. Fewer babies die and more consciences are stirred to 
action, starting with our own.”  ++ Fr. Frank Pavone, 
Speaking about 40 Days for Life, 9/24/08 ++ 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  DECEMBER 20, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $ 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $ 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of December, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 12/20/15; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 12/13/15.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

January 1 - Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God. 
January 3 - Epiphany pot luck dinner at Our Lady of Mercy church immediately following Mass. 
January 10 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
January 13 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
January 22 - 40th Annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “canned soups”  Each month we 

will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

THANKS TO ALL! 
Once again it is with heartfelt gratitude that I acknowledge all the efforts put into making our Christmas Masses Holy and 
splendorous for the occasion of the Birth of Christ.   Thank you to all those who helped in numerous ways to make every-
thing come together smoothly and efficiently.  A special thank you to all who helped in any way with the Christmas pro-
grams.  Applause to our CCD teachers at Our Lady of Mercy for their excellent coordination to facilitate the programs and 
the time spent in practicing with the children.  The performance was truly magnificent.  The adult choirs at both churches 
were phenomenal! (A special thanks to Diana Villamor for her help in preparing these musical presentations.)  Thanks to 
all who helped make our churches look so beautiful.  My sincere appreciation to all of you for your loving service to Al-
mighty God through our parish and mission.      —Fr. Grassi 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
We would like to thank everyone who gave donations towards our Christmas flowers this year.  The flow-
ers adorning the altar at St. Thomas Aquinas this Christmas season are in memory of the Avona & Pratt 
Families, Frank Finch, Guido DiBacco, Eugene & Eva Randolph, Willie & Betty Pinella, Alice & Joseph 
Snyder, Nina Johnson, Jack Evans, Dale Evans and the Kotten and Studer Families.  The flowers decorat-
ing the altar at Our Lady of Mercy are in memory of Lela and Ben Long, Frances and Arley Mason, Edward 
& Doris  Silk and deaceased members of the Smith family. 

 

...AND THE WINNERS ARE... 
 



Cross Bearers Needed 
by Barb Lishko 

     In March of this year my father sent out an email to his family marking an important date in his life. It was the anni-
versary of the day, at thirty years old, he woke up paralyzed. Forty-eight years had passed. I was only eight years old, 
and the oldest of five children. I cannot remember my father standing upright and living a normal, pain-free life. From 
that fateful morning, life for him and my mom has been arduous. 
     My siblings and I learned at a very young age to walk softly, step up and help out, and to pray hard for miracles. I 
have memories of us all kneeling around my parent’s bed reciting the rosary and intently watching his legs to see if God 
would make a miracle. I can remember him holding the rosary as tears rolled down his cheeks, embracing the only hope 
that kept him going. 
     As stories unfold of people wanting to take their own lives in some insane attempt to control how they die, I can’t help 
but wonder how selfish they are. I am not being heartless nor unsympathetic. I don’t believe they have any clue of the 
beauty and dignity each life possesses even in pain and brokenness and the value of their presence in the world. If any-
one would have had cause to abruptly end his suffering, and the so-called burden on his family, it would have been my 
father. 
     Yet, our understanding as Catholic Christians is that every life whether special, terminal, disadvantaged, or disabled in 
some way teaches humanity something. We need their heroic witness in the face of seemingly senseless suffering. Our 
hearts are compelled (or should be) to look outside of ourselves and reach out, assist, and pray for them. We can draw 
strength from their personal fortitude and resilience in difficulty. We are encouraged to go forward in our own struggles, 
to put trials in perspective, and to persevere even in the darkest of nights. 
     I cannot imagine what our lives would have been like without my father’s audacious influence. I cannot fathom the 
depth of self-sacrifice my mother has freely given over the past forty-eight years. As husband and wife, father and moth-
er, they have showed their children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren what sacrificial love looks like. They didn’t 
give excuses why their marriage should have ended years ago and have continued keeping their vows in the harsh reality 
that love demands. Married love requires total self-giving for the good of the other, until death parts them. No lame, self-
ish, “I-centered” excuses. 
     Spouses grow in holiness in and through their married life. Their example of taking love to the limits for the good of 
the other and their children, no matter what, creates security, trust and unity. It gives the rest of us a peek at God’s un-
conditional love for us. This is only ever possible with Christ Jesus and the understanding of the beauty of the Cross. They 
are not alone, and they know this to their very core. Complete reliance on Jesus has gotten my parents through every 
moment of every day for fifty-seven years. Humanity needs this witness. 
     I am personally drawn to their example as the effects of my unexpected collision with a car left me with countless 
fractured ribs and vertebrae. When I get overwhelmed by the persistent pain, the constant need to stop what I am doing 
and lay down, it is easy to want to give up and give in to despair. I need to be able to look to credible witnesses who have 
conquered the night, and fought the good fight. When I want to wallow in self, I can instead look beyond at their example 
(and many others) of sacrificial suffering teaching us all a lesson worth learning. “If you want to follow me, deny yourself, 
pick up your cross daily…” (Luke 9:23). 
Life is short and eternity is a very long time. 
     So who inspires you if not God? Where do you want to spend eternity? Believe it or not, your soul goes on, and may-
be, just maybe, this Jesus might have something worth listening to. Without Christ, I can see why people give up and end 
their so-called “senseless” suffering. Without the witness of strong, faithful, selfless marriages, I can see why couples give 
up and divorce. 
     In a cowardly, hedonistic world that has an aversion to anything that isn’t pleasurable or easy, it is impossible to see 
anything of value in pain or suffering. This is the critical nature of our determined, joyful, courageous witness. Both per-
sonal suffering and challenges in marriage relationships really are beneficial when we work through them and press on. 
The Gospel message is counter-cultural, but it is the narrow road that leads to eternal lasting joy. 
     To those irreplaceable, suffering souls who have shown us the power of the Cross, inspired and encouraged us to go 
on, thank you. 

 

EPIPHANY POT LUCK DINNER IN PARSONS! 
All are welcome to join us next Sunday, January 3rd for a 
pot luck dinner immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass. 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY 
This is a Holy Day of Obligation!   

Please note the Mass schedule on the back of 
the bulletin. 

http://www.catholiclane.com/cross-bearers-needed/
http://www.catholiclane.com/author/blishko/
http://www.catholiclane.com/unexpected/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=sqjFyiqVO9ZnIM&tbnid=I9PIfvyhaSV_KM:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fssppvirgil.org%2Findex.cfm%3Fload%3Devent%26event%3D849&ei=cKC0UovsLomrkAfEhoHQDg&bvm=bv.58187178,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNF


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         01/03                                       Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      12/27 - 01/02:   

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         01/02               
         01/03               

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, and 
Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  — The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
  Dec.  28  Monday                            7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Dec.  29  Tuesday                   9:00 AM  Thomas 
  Dec.  30  Wednesday                 9:00 AM  Parsons                           
  Dec. 31  Thursday  (Solemnity of Mary)                                         5:00 PM Parsons 
  Dec. 31  Thursday  (Solemnity of Mary)                                                                                7:00 PM Thomas 
  Jan.  01  First Friday (Solemnity of Mary)                                                              10:00 AM Thomas 
  Jan.  01  First Friday                                              ADORATION & BENEDICTION                      Until Noon 
  Jan.  01  First Friday                           1:00 PM  Cort. Ac. 
  Jan.  02  First Saturday                                  9:00 AM  Parsons                 
  Jan.  02  SATURDAY VIGIL                                                                          5:00 PM Thomas    
  Jan.  03  SUNDAY                                                                                   9:00 AM Thomas    
  Jan.  03  SUNDAY                                                                                          11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


