
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

 

“Stirred to action, that is the purpose of the pro-life 

movement – to stir people to action, many people, all 
people to act for those who cannot defend themselves.” 
       

       — Julie C. author of “Concerned For Life” blog 
  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JANUARY 10, 2016  

 
St. Thomas: $2,149.00 

 

Our Lady of Mercy: $1,013.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of January, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 01/17/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 01/10/16.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

January 22 - 40th Annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. 
February 07 - Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
February 10 - ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 10 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6 pm  
February 14 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “Vegetable Soup.”  Each month 

we will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Would you like to have a Mass said for a deceased loved 
one or family member?  Now is the time to get your Mass 
intentions in for 2016.  Please call the parish office or you 
can drop your intentions in the mail or collection baskets. 

 

THANK YOU! 
Thanks to all who helped take down the decorations.  It 
was wonderful that so many people stayed after Mass to 
help take down, pack away and clean up the mess that 

was made.  It is proof that “many hands make light work”.  
May the Lord reward all of you for your generous service. 

 

BULLETIN CORRECTION 
In last week’s bulletin under Our Parish in Brief:   

Reception of Sacraments, several baptisms were  
inadvertently left out.  In addition to Laney Bea Lucas and 

Alayna Anne Gilmore, there were 5 more baptisms in 
2015.  They were:  Annabella Kay Paugh, Seth Ryan  

Michael, Jonah Michael Nix, Charlotte Brooke Nickel and 
Ryder Joseph Michael Hart.  We apologize for any  

problems this may have caused. 

 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF  
~ MARTHA NICHOLS ~ 

                 The flowers at the altar this week 
               in St. Thomas Aquinas Church was  
                    donated in loving memory of  
                    Martha Nichols by the Nichols  
                             and Leavitt families. 

 

ROSARY BEFORE SUNDAY MASS 
 Just a reminder that the holy rosary is prayed every  

Sunday in Parsons before Mass beginning at 10:30 AM.  
This would be a great Lenten devotion!   

Come and pray with us. 

THANKS TO ALL! 
Thank you to all of the ladies who donated items for our 
Christmas basket raffle and who baked cookies for our 

Christmas bake sale.  Both fund raisers were a huge suc-
cess thanks to all of your efforts.  A special thank you to all 
those who supported us by buying raffle tickets and cook-

ies!  Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

http://wallpaperhighresolution.xyz/simple-flower-border-clip-art/


FORGIVENESS AND HEALING AFTER ABORTION 
Susan E. Willis, Esq 

     “My life is ruined. I have been depressed, suicidal, guilt-ridden for 24 years. … I beg every day for forgiveness. … I cannot 
believe God would forgive the life I have led.” 
     “Over the years I continually went to confession. A priest once told me, “God has forgiven you. You need to forgive yourself. 
You are putting yourself through your own purgatory.” But I could not bring myself to accept forgiveness.”    
     “I know God has forgiven me for this sin I have committed but it is so hard for me to forgive myself. Thirteen years later and I 
still haven’t forgiven myself. I live with this shame, guilt and disgust every day of my life.” 
     These are but a few of the many thousands of messages sent to the website of Project Rachel Ministry, the post-abortion 
ministry of the Catholic Church. They speak for many who struggle with forgiveness after abortion. 
     A priest active in the Project Rachel Ministry once spoke of the spiritual desolation experienced by post-abortive women: 
“Many feel they have committed ‘the unforgivable sin’ and are destined for hell, or that they deserve to be on death row. Most 
suffer this spiritual desolation in silence, too ashamed and feeling unworthy to seek reconciliation from God.”  
     That a deeply remorseful woman does not trust in God’s desire—His eagerness—to forgive her, or that after receiving absolu-
tion in the Sacrament of Reconciliation she cannot accept that she has been forgiven or remains unable to forgive herself—these 
obstacles to healing and peace tell us nothing about who God is or how efficacious the Sacrament is. What they tell us is that 
such women are devastated by the loss of their children, aware of the seriousness of their sin, and that they have never encoun-
tered such merciful love in their relationships with others—love that might have allowed them to hope in God’s infinitely greater 
merciful love. 
     Is the despair of forgiveness merely a product of “Catholic guilt” as some abortion supporters have suggested? Even non-
believers recognize their need for God’s forgiveness and for the ability to forgive themselves. Another letter from the ministry’s 
website reads in part:   “I’m not religious but I’m scared that I’m going to be punished for what I’ve done, in the afterlife. Where 
do those who were raised atheist turn to? … I don’t want to hear people say that I have to forgive myself because after all these 
years I still can’t. I’m scared that I’ll never be able to because I know what I did was wrong.” 
     The author can write “I know what I did was wrong” because God has written His law on every human heart (cf. Hebrews 
8:10). But when becoming pregnant sets off a “crisis,” conscience can easily be drowned out by fears: fear of condemnation, of 
disappointing parents, of losing a boyfriend, of not being able to complete one’s education, fear of raising a child alone, or fear of 
what it may be like to raise a child with severe disabilities. 
     It may seem impossible for a post-abortive woman to find healing and peace, much less hope and joy, as long as she is con-
vinced that God will not forgive her sin of abortion. If—as she believes—she will spend eternity in hell, forever separated from her 
child, how could she begin to forgive herself for casting aside her child, and forfeiting her present and future happiness? 
     God has provided the solution to this misery and asks us to be catalysts to the solution. It is to believe in one’s heart what 
Jesus has repeatedly said and shown—“I am love and mercy itself… Let no soul fear to draw near to me, even though its sins be 
as scarlet” (“Diary of Saint Faustina Kowalska,” no. 699).  “I do not want to punish aching mankind, but I desire to heal it, press-
ing it to My merciful heart (no. 1588).” “The greater the misery of a soul, the greater its right to My mercy (no. 1182).” 
     Throughout salvation history, God has welcomed repentant sinners with special joy. Jesus concludes the parable of the lost 
sheep with these words: “there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people 
who have no need of repentance” (Luke 15:7). 
     Jesus goes out of His way to speak privately with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. She is an outcast, scorned for having 
had five husbands and now living with one who is not her husband. In a conversation marked by gentleness, truth and love, Je-
sus reveals her inherent dignity to her and confides that His mission is to save all men and women. She becomes at once an 
apostle to her village (John 4:4-26). 
     When Simon and other Pharisees were scandalized that Jesus allowed a “sinful woman” to bathe His feet with her tears while 
dining at Simon’s house, Jesus holds her up as an example of humility, gratitude, and love: “I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven, hence she has shown great love” (Luke 7:36-50). Not even once does Jesus reject a humble contrite sinner. 
     Saint John Paul II envisioned that post-aborted women who have approached Jesus with humility and sorrow and who then 
experienced His merciful love will also become Jesus’ most eloquent evangelizers: “With the friendly and expert help and advice of 
other people, and as a result of your own painful experience, you can be among the most eloquent defenders of everyone's right 
to life. Through your commitment to life, whether by accepting the birth of other children or by welcoming and caring for those 
most in need of someone to be close to them, you will become promoters of a new way of looking at human life.” 
     How can we be catalysts to the healing of women who have had abortions, to help all others believe in God’s merciful love so 
that they may find healing from any grave sin? Let us heed the advice of Pope Francis: “Take up God’s offer …. For God, we are 
not numbers, we are … the most important thing to him; even if we are sinners, we are what is closest to his heart. … let us be 
enveloped in the mercy of God; let us trust in his patience, which always gives us more time. Let us find the courage to … [allow] 
ourselves [to] be loved by him and to encounter his mercy in the sacraments. We will feel his wonderful tenderness, we will feel 
his embrace, and we too will become more capable of mercy, patience, forgiveness and love (Homily, April 7, 2013). 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         01/24              Lillian & Ariona Plumley                                       Lukas Thompson                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      01/17 - 01/23:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         01/23              Rita Johnson                                                       Nancy Zizunas 
         01/24              Betty Woods                                                       Michelle Snyder                           Wesley Snyder                 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, 
Michael Flanagan and Frank Hoffner. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   

  Jan. 18  Monday         Rev. William P. Melody C.S.C.         7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Jan. 19  Tuesday                  Don M. Fink              5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 20  Wednesday                   *Hayden                          9:00 AM  Parsons                           
  Jan. 21  Thursday                                               Joseph & Mary Jeran                                 5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 22  Friday                                                            Michelle Fratino                  5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 23  Saturday                             Luke Kaczmarek    9:00 AM Parsons 
  Jan. 23  SATURDAY VIGIL                                       Mary Mac Ingram                                       5:00 PM Thomas    
  Jan. 24  SUNDAY                                          People of the Parish                                                  9:00 AM Thomas    
  Jan. 24  SUNDAY                                             Clifford, Anna & Robert Foster                                11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


