
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
 

“One decision, one single moment, can have such a 
detrimental impact on so many people, living and 
dead, born and yet to be conceived.” 
 

          — Melissa Ohden (survivor of a saline abortion  

attempt by her biological mother during her 5th month) 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JANUARY 17, 2016  

 
St. Thomas: $2100.00 

 

Our Lady of Mercy: $726.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of January, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 01/17/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 01/10/16.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

January 31 - Blessing of throats in honor of St. Blaise immediately following the weekend Masses. 
February 07 - MARDI GRAS Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
February 10 - ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 10 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6 pm  in Thomas. 
February 14 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “Vegetable Soup.”  Each month 

we will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

“MARDI GRAS” SLEEPOVER 
All teen girls are invited to a church sleep-over on Friday, 
February 5th beginning at 6:00 PM until 11:00 AM on Sat-

urday.  Dinner, snacks and breakfast will be provided.   

Come and enjoy an evening of fun, games, movies and 
girl talk! 

 
                            CELEBRATE MARDI GRAS WITH US! 
 

In two weeks on Sunday, February 7th, we will celebrate “Mardi Gras” with a festive dinner immedi-
ately following the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy church.  Join us as we feast on delicious 
soups, sandwiches, finger foods and desserts prepared by our ladies.  There will also be a “Piñata”  
for the children!  All are welcome to join the fun and festivities!   

 

ROSARY BEFORE SUNDAY MASS 
            Just a reminder that the holy rosary     
    Is prayed every Sunday in Parsons before  
                   Mass beginning at 10:30 AM.     
                       Come and pray with us! 

 
2nd COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 

 

Their will be a 2nd collection next weekend 
on January 31st, for the  

Church in Latin America.   

 

OUT WITH THE OLD  

AND IN WITH THE NEW! 
As you are cleaning out your homes this year please  

remember to save your items for the Our Lady of Mercy 
Women’s Guild Memorial Day Yard Sale.  Donations are 

greatly appreciated!  (No clothes or broken items please.) 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of January, we will  pray in reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in 

our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

                                              HOW MY HUSBAND HANDLED MY PAST 
August 12, 2015 by Katie Sciba 

     Our wedding was a long way off.  We were having one of those meaningful conversations that lasted for hours; the 
kind that changed our whole relationship – our dynamic, our regard for each other, and the very context of how we would 
work together in the years ahead. We were completely open and honest, baring our souls a little more than usual. 
I sat there and listened to Andrew pour out his heart; a rare gift indeed from an introvert and I knew it. He told me about 
wounds and challenges, joys and blessings to such a depth I hadn’t heard from him before; we were closer simply be-
cause he chose to trust me. After diving into the experience of his life, we sat in peaceful silence. 
     It was my turn. Or at least I felt like it was. 
He wasn’t expecting me to tell him my deepest, darkest secrets. He wasn’t expecting anything at all. Still, I felt compelled. 
The truth was I had a wound, too. Something I shared with very few and, when I recalled it, I hated myself. It was some-
thing painfully foolish from a long time ago that I regretted and carried around for too long. He needed to know.  (No, it 
wasn’t that.) 
     “I — need to tell you something,” I stammered. I didn’t know how I was going to say this. 
Seeing my hesitation, Andrew spoke before I could begin, “Wait.” He was so collected and patient. “Is what you’re about 
to tell me something that’s going on now? Will it affect our marriage or our relationship right now?” 
     I furrowed, “No…” What was he doing? 
Taking my hands, “Have you confessed it? I mean, if it needed to be confessed?” he followed. 
     “Yes.” I was confused. 
Then with a strength and integrity I couldn’t begin to fathom he said, “Then you don’t need to tell me. Forgive yourself. I 
love you.” 
     And that was it.  No prodding for details. No skepticism or questioning of my character. Pure mercy. Complete love. 
And he was right. Our scars, whether self-imposed or brought on by others, are private and fragile pieces of ourselves to 
be shared only with those who will regard them as such; and chances are those precious few will not be influenced by 
them to the point of revulsion. That night, Andrew forgave me for something he didn’t even know about and still doesn’t. 
It’s not important, neither did it carry the weight I thought it would. 
     That’s not to say that we should conceal from our fiancés and spouses what we know is important information; when 
preparing for marriage and within Holy Matrimony itself, it’s paramount to have full disclosure of any and all details that 
might affect your marital relationship, however painful (Canon Law, 1098). 
     And it’s how we respond to that self-disclosure that matters. Do we shut down with anger when painful baggage is at 
our feet? or do we help pick it up? Andrew has said a thousand times, “Everybody’s got somethin’.” Ain’t it the truth? 
We’re all broken somehow and as someone with sensitivities, some still tender, it’s a relief to know my husband is a safe 
place for me to land; and I want to make myself the same for him. 
     Though conflicts and mistakes are inevitable and on the horizon always, what gets us to the heavenly gates is how 
closely we imitate Jesus for our spouses. Even now just writing about it, I realize that night was the first time I encoun-
tered Christ through Andrew; Christ who forgives then lets it go without holding a grudge; Christ who loves in a way that 
absorbs our shame, as Pope St. John Paul II put it. 
     If Andrew and I love each other like this, then our sacrament becomes a haven – a shelter among life’s storms, and 
our children raised here will have peace if we keep at it. It’s a nice idea, I know.  And maybe it feels a little out of reach. 
That’s ok – for just the two of us, it is out of reach; but equipped with grace unique to the Sacrament of Marriage, offer-
ing mercy is possible. (I hardly ever remember to ask specifically for “the grace of our sacrament” when the thunder rolls 
under our roof, but it’s there.) 
     Our conversation when we were engaged was defining for our relationship. We allowed ourselves to be open and then 
received the other carefully. It’s our mutual role to be the face of mercy to our spouses. We’re called to forgive repeated 
injuries because we all have habitual sins and vices; we’re asked to put the whole of our sacrament above ourselves as 
individuals; we have to cooperate to see each other and our family succeed – and repeat. It’s daunting to think of making 
a huge overhaul in my behavior to last as long as we both shall live, so I’m shooting for generous mercy one instance at a 
time and asking God, in his own mercy, to cover my shortcomings. 

http://thecatholicwife.net/author/harp27/
http://thecatholicwife.net/my-role-in-marriage/


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         01/31              Kaylee DiBacco & Emily Siler                                Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      01/24 - 01/30:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         01/30              Kathy Supak                                                       Beth Spencer 
         01/31              Titi Ferguson                                                       John Ferguson                            Isaac Quattro                 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, 
Michael Flanagan and Frank Hoffner. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   

  Jan. 25  Monday                   Joseph Casper                        7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Jan. 26  Tuesday           Kristina & Frank Intihar        5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 27  Wednesday                 Robert Studer                           9:00 AM  Parsons                           
  Jan. 28  Thursday                                                      John Harmon                                                5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 29  Friday                                                              Diana DiBacco              5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 30  Saturday                              Lela & Ben Long    9:00 AM Parsons 
  Jan. 30  SATURDAY VIGIL                                          Ernest Quattro                                     5:00 PM Thomas    
  Jan. 31  SUNDAY                                              Jack Lambruno                                                     9:00 AM Thomas    
  Jan. 31  SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                                              11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


