
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
 

“Make no mistake about it, letting old people die is a lot 
cheaper than spending the kind of money required to keep 
them alive and well. If a government-run medical system is 
going to save any serious amount of money, it is almost 
certain to do so by sacrificing the elderly.” 

— Thomas Sowell 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JANUARY 24, 2016  

 
St. Thomas: $466.00 

 

Our Lady of Mercy: $498.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of January, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 01/17/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 01/10/16.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

January 31 - Blessing of throats in honor of St. Blaise immediately following the weekend Masses. 
February 07 - MARDI GRAS Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
February 10 - ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 10 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6 pm  in Thomas. 
February 14 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “Vegetable Soup.”  Each month 

we will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

FOOD PANTRY 
Next Sunday we will be gathering food and monetary  
donations at the entrance of the Our Lady of Mercy 

Church. Thank you for supporting our local food pantry. 

 
                            CELEBRATE MARDI GRAS WITH US! 
 

Next Sunday, February 7th, we will celebrate “Mardi Gras” with a festive dinner immediately following 
the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy church.  Join us as we feast on delicious soups, sandwiches, 
finger foods and desserts prepared by our ladies.  There will also be a “Piñata”  
for the children!  All are welcome to join the fun and festivities!   

 
2nd COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 

 

Their will be a 2nd collection this weekend  
January 30th and 31st, for the  
Church in Latin America.   

 

OUT WITH THE OLD  

AND IN WITH THE NEW! 
As you are cleaning out your homes this year please  

remember to save your items for the Our Lady of Mercy 
Women’s Guild Memorial Day Yard Sale.  Donations are 

greatly appreciated!  (No clothes or broken items please.) 

 

“MARDI GRAS” SLEEPOVER 
All teen girls are invited to a church sleep-over at Irene’s 
Place guest house on Friday, Feb. 5th at 4:45 pm until 

Saturday, Feb. 6th at noon.   Dinner, snacks and breakfast 
will be provided.   Lots of fun games & a trip to C.J.’s!  



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of January, we will  pray in reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in 

our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

                                              WANTED: FAITHFUL CATHOLIC MEN 
By Christopher Stefanick (www.RealLife Catholic.com) Date September 7, 2013 

      

Some beautifully written works have come out of the Vatican over the past 20 years celebrating the feminine genius.  This 
is necessary, no doubt, to counteract the confusion of the sexual revolution and the radical fringe of the feminist move-
ment.  It’s also to reaffirm the Church’s reverence for womankind amidst complaints that we do not, and will not, ordain 
women.  These works have rightly celebrated the crowning jewel of creation!  But as a man, I can’t help but feel a little 
left out… 
      

Where is the papal “Letter to Men,” or an encyclical “On the Dignity and Vocation of Men”?  Perhaps it’s assumed that one 
is not needed since so much has been written on the priesthood, but that is not the vocation of the overwhelming majori-
ty of us, and amidst a growing crisis in masculine identity, work is needed in this area now more than ever. 
      

Over the years working for women’s rights, we’ve blurred the lines between equality (a good thing) and similarity (a bad 
thing) of the sexes, completely forgetting complementarity.  In the wake of all this, men are experiencing an identity cri-
sis. 
      

Society is forgetting how to celebrate and form the natural tendencies of a boy—his impulse to explore, provide, defend 
and lead.  Perhaps these tendencies are due, in part, to the fact that in an 8-week-old male fetus a surge of testosterone 
begins to kill off cells in the communication center of the brain (does that explain a few things?) while strengthening the 
areas devoted to sex and aggression.  This isn’t bad, it’s just us.  Man’s nature doesn’t need to be blunted, but guid-
ed.  My son’s hand itches for a sword, not a doll.  It’s my job to ensure he grows into a knight rather than a barbari-
an.  Without proper guidance, he could end up like the hordes of college-age men whose misguided souls seek the adven-
tures of partying and promiscuity rather than noble pursuits and heroism. 
      

Men are forgetting how badly they are needed to be spiritual and moral leaders at home and in the world.  All too often 
we are content to leave that job solely to women.  According to an ABC News poll, almost 25 percent more Catholic wom-
en attend weekly Mass than men, faring far worse than Protestants who only see an 8 percent gap. 
      

And there is the notion, propagated by the growing number of artificially inseminated Hollywood stars, that the role of a 
husband and father isn’t all that important, and is no longer even necessary to carry on the human race.  Men seem to be 
buying that message.  An MSNBC survey revealed that 28 percent of men have cheated.  They are also unfaithful to their 
children in increasing numbers.  According to the National Fatherhood Initiative, 34.5 percent of U.S. children live apart 
from their biological father and 40 percent of them haven’t seen him for a year.  Those children are two to three times 
more likely to use drugs, fail at school, have emotional and health problems, become victims of child abuse, and experi-
ence poverty.  Children need faithful dads, and the world needs the witness of faithful husbands. 
      

I’m keenly aware of the awesome burden I bear as a husband and father.  Though I get to talk to teens about the love of 
God, I have to show my family his face, up close and personal, in a way that no one else can.  Like it or not, the father-
hood I show my children will constitute the way they see their heavenly Father.  The man I am will be the husband my 
girls seek.  The time I spend (or fail to spend) with them will form their sense of self worth.  My role as provider will pro-
vide their sense of safety.  The way I treat my wife will show them what love is.  And the love and honor I give to my wife 
will reveal to her the intimacy Christ longs to have with her.  I pray that I do well at showing them the face of God.  In 
one famous homily, St. Augustine referred to married men as “my fellow bishops” because of their weighty role in the 
spiritual formation of their families and the trajectory of society. 
      

There is a recent surge in desperately needed Catholic outreach to men.  Among the efforts is the Rocky Mountain Catho-
lic Men’s Conference, organized by the Marriage and Family Life offices of the Archdiocese of Denver and the Diocese of 
Colorado Springs.  The inaugural conference last year drew nearly 800 men, attesting to the hunger for men’s ministry. Go 
to www.rockymountaincatholicmensconference.com for more info. 
      

Men can still be the pillars for their families and the world that God has called them to be, but only if we know God as 

bridegroom and father first. 

http://www.RealLife


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         02/07              Addie Buckley & Dee Oldaker                               Joanne Sikarskie                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      01/31 - 02/06:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         02/06              Pat & Kathy Kotten                                              Kathy Supak 
         02/07              Mary Sagace                                                       Diane Rader                                Nathaniel Rader                

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, 
Michael Flanagan and Frank Hoffner. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  Feb. 01  Monday                 Steve Cavalarro                            7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Feb. 02  Tuesday           Wilbur & Isabel Killeen      5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 03  Wednesday         Poor Souls in Purgatory                      9:00 AM  Parsons                           
  Feb. 04  Thursday                                                 Dora Lee Quattro                                                      5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 05  First Friday                                               Rev. Carl E. Bauer          1:00 PM Cort. Ac 
  Feb. 05  First Friday                ADORATION & BENEDICTION   5:00 PM Parsons  
  Feb. 05  First Friday                  Emil Krumm    6:00 PM Parsons 
  Feb. 06  First Saturday          Martha Kochenderfer                        9:00 AM Parsons 
  Feb. 06  SATURDAY VIGIL                                        Michael Fortini                                          5:00 PM Thomas    
  Feb. 07  SUNDAY                                          People of the Parish                                                9:00 AM Thomas    
  Feb. 07  SUNDAY                                                   Frances & Arlie Mason                                             11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


