
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Some of the lies sound so noble: ‘Every child a wanted 
child.’ This is the slogan of Planned Parenthood. I agree —
’Every child a wanted child, so let’s learn to want children 
more and get them into the hands of those who want 
them.’ But what they mean is, ‘Every child a wanted child, 
so let’s kill unwanted children before they’re born.’ Planned 
Parenthood’s true slogan should be, ‘Every unwanted child 
a dead child.’ Doesn’t sound quite as nice, does it?” 

— Randy Alcorn 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  FEBRUARY 7, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $3,293.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $807.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of February, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 02/21/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 02/14/16.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

February 14 - 2nd collection today for the Catholic Missions Among Black & Native Americans. 
February 14 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass. 
February 28 - Children’s Stations of the Cross (MANDATORY). 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “canned peas / pears.”  Each 

month we will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

                                                 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LENTEN FISH FRY 
                 Please come to our delicious Fish Fry on ALL Fridays during Lent! 
 Dinner includes an 8 oz fish fillet with tartar or cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; coleslaw; 
                   green beans; macaroni n’ cheese; fruit dessert; coffee or punch. 
               Cost:  Adults $8.00  Kids 12 & under $4.00  CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE! 
The dinner will be at both locations from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM, at the St. Thomas Center and  
Our Lady of Mercy church social hall on Feb. 12, Feb. 19, Feb. 26, Mar. 04, Mar. 11, and Mar. 18. 

 
 

LENT SCHEDULE - Stations of the Cross 
 

WEDNESDAYS - immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass                       
                         at Our Lady of Mercy.  (Wednesday                

                         Mass during Lent will be at 5:00 PM.) 
 

          FRIDAYS -  immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass at 
St. Thomas. 

 

PIES FOR SALE! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will once again be 
making three different homemade pies to sell just in time 
for Easter:  chocolate, coconut cream & lemon meringue!   
The cost is $10.  Please see one of the guild members to 

reserve a pie or simply add you name to the pie fundraiser 
form in the back of the church.  You may also call Melinda 

at 478-3814. 

 

BULLETIN CORRECTION 

In last week’s bulletin under the heading Lenten and Easter Regulations, the bulletin stated, “Fasting is to be ob-

served on Ash Wednesday by all Catholics who are 18 years of age but not yet 50.  It should have read, “by all Catholics 
who are 18 years of age but not yet 60.”   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=crucifixion+of+jesus+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=tH1KFJst51mDHM&tbnid=HLEfOfMPVTeksM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdailycoloringpages.com%2Fbible-coloring-sheets%2Fcrucifixion-and-resurrection-of-jesus-
http://home.catholicweb.com/GoodShepherdMontrose/index.cfm/NewsItem?ID=273271


 

THE SEASON OF LENT 
The annual Lenten Season is a fitting time to climb the holy mountain of Easter.   

The character of the Lenten Season is to spiritually prepare for the paschal mystery.  Catholics are reminded of their East-
er Duty—to receive Holy Communion during the Easter Season. Therefore, we are also reminded of the sacramental con-
fession necessary to prepare for this duty.  Please take this time of Lent to prepare and make a good and thorough con-
fession in preparation for the great feast of Easter.  Lent runs from  Ash Wednesday until the Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

exclusive on Holy Thursday.                              

 

LENTEN SACRIFICE   
    During Lent, the Knights of Columbus suggest one of 

these sacrifices: either a) 40 Cans of Food for the Food 
Pantry; or b) a Monetary donation (which God "chooses") 

by placing 3 folded dollar bills in your pocket  
( a ONE,  a FIVE, and a TEN ) and randomly pulling  

one out to put in the Food Basket. Repeat each  
week to help Feed the Hungry. 

                   
WHY I’M NOT TELLING MY CHILDREN TO “FOLLOW YOUR HEART”   

     The turning point in this cradle Catholic’s re-conversion to her faith was when I heard something at a retreat 
during high school: “Take delight in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart” (Psalm 37:4).  
The all-consuming desires of my heart at that time of my life involved getting my Big Crush to ask me to homecom-
ing (he didn’t) and competing in dressage shows with my horse Orion (we did). 
     I remember vividly at that high school retreat having a powerful, joy-filled, heart-pounding moment of grace in 
which I realized that God loved me and that God had Big Plans for my life. Beyond the silly homecoming dance, 
God had a wonderful man in my future to fall madly in love with me and be my husband. And beyond training and 
showing my horse, God had great things for me to work for and accomplish in my life. 
     I realized that I had to focus my life on Him, and the rest would come to me, even things I didn’t know were 
desires yet. 
     Not that seeking your own happiness is always a bad thing. I certainly want to be happy. Actually, you could 
say that I believe that my best chance for happiness is with God. But with God, I have learned that happiness is 
linked with growing in all of those virtues that are to be found in fixing the focal point of your life outside of your-
self and in God. 
     There are a lot of people out there, and in every age of history, for whom the advice to “follow your heart”  
hasn’t worked out very well. (In fact, the only people I’ve ever heard of who find success by following their hearts 
alone are Disney princesses.) I am not going to tell my children to go through life “following their heart.” I am  
going to tell them to go through life “[doing] whatever He tells you.” 
     Even though I’ve probably made a few detours from God’s will since that retreat in high school, and even 
though my life now is oh-so-far from perfect by the world’s standards (and sometimes mine!), I have no regrets 
about that day that I chose to re-focus my life on Him for good. 
     For me, what points over and over again to God is the lives of the saints. These are real people, historical peo-
ple and modern people too, who lived amazing, surprising, fruitful, holy lives. Their lives were as full of meaning, 
purpose and love as they could possibly be during their time on earth. Furthermore, intense and sometimes shock-
ing suffering and trial only strengthened the meaning, purpose and love in their lives. 
That’s what I want for me and what I want for my kids: the kind of hope that guarantees us eternal happiness no 
matter what comes our way. The kind of hope that doesn’t rely on the luck of the draw–or our own strength–to 

make this one-shot life of ours “happy.”     (by Erin Franco) 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL DISCUSSIONS 
Please join us for 3 academic discussions at the St. Thom-
as Center.  We will begin with a potluck dinner at 6:00 PM 
followed by a talk given by one of the ministers concluding 

with questions & answers.  The schedule is as follows: 
Wednesday February 24 - Fr. Grassi 

Wednesday March  2 - Pastor Ruth Bullwinkle 
Wednesday  Mach 9 - Pastor Neil Parsons 

http://humblehandmaid.com/author/erinfranco/


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         02/21              Kaylee DiBacco & Lillian Plumley                           Kathy DiBacco                            Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      02/14 - 02/20:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         02/20              Pat & Kathy Kotten                                              Kathy Supak 
         02/21              Titi Ferguson                                                      John Ferguson                             Mateo Hinkle 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, 
Michael Flanagan and Frank Hoffner. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
First Sunday of Lent 

   

  Feb. 15  Monday                 Alma Lambruno                            7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Feb. 16  Tuesday                “Pete” Kepner    5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 17  Wednesday                  Victor Bluj                              5:00 PM Parsons 
  Feb. 18  Thursday                                                   *Sheila Kerns                                            5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 19   Friday                              Steve Cavalarro                                          5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 20   Saturday                  Clifford, Anna & Robert Foster                                   9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Feb. 20  SATURDAY VIGIL                                           Don M. Fink                                    5:00 PM Thomas    
  Feb. 21  SUNDAY                                         People of the Parish                                              9:00 AM Thomas    
  Feb. 21  SUNDAY                                                     Bill & Leah Marco                                                  11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


