
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

 “This year is an election year, and too many people still 

think that religion and politics don’t mix. But with so many 

public servants failing to tell the difference between serving 

the public and killing the public, religion is more important 

than ever to clarify what does and does not belong to the 

common good.”  Vote Pro-Life!  ++ Fr. Frank Pavone 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  MARCH 06, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $2,147.90 
Catholic Relief Services:  $464.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $644.00 
Catholic Relief Services:  $250.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of February, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 03/20/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 03/13/16.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

March 13 - Women’s Guild Meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
March  19 - Lenten Day of Reflection for all men. 
March 25 - Good Friday second collection for the Holy Land. 
March 25 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild pie fundraiser. 
March 27 - Education of Seminarians—2nd collection. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “canned peas / pears.”  Each 

month we will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

                                                                                                         KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LENTEN FISH FRY 
                                        Please come to our LAST delicious Fish Fry on Friday, March 18th! 

 Dinner includes an 8oz fish fillet with tartar or cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; coleslaw; 
                   green beans; macaroni n’ cheese; fruit dessert; coffee or punch. 
               Cost:  Adults $8.00  Kids 12 & under $4.00.  CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE! 
The dinner will be at both locations from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM, at the St. Thomas Center and  
                             Our Lady of Mercy church social hall on Mar. 18th. 

 
 

LENT SCHEDULE - Stations of the Cross 
 

WEDNESDAYS - immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass                       
                         at Our Lady of Mercy.  (Wednesday                

                         Mass during Lent will be at 5:00 PM.) 
 

          FRIDAYS -  immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass at 
St. Thomas. 

 

LAST CHANCE TO ORDER PIES! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will once again be 
making three different homemade pies to sell just in time 
for Easter:  chocolate, coconut cream & lemon meringue!   
The cost is $10.  Please see one of the guild members to 

reserve a pie or simply add you name to the pie fundraiser 
form in the back of the church.  You may also call Melinda 

at 478-3814. 

 

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS 
Envelopes are available in the back of the church if you 

would like to make a donation towards  
Easter flowers, in memory of loved ones or deceased  

family members. 

 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will have their 

monthly meeting today immediately following the 11 AM 
Mass in Parsons.  We will be discussing the details of our 

pie fundraiser.  If you plan on helping please join us. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=crucifixion+of+jesus+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=tH1KFJst51mDHM&tbnid=HLEfOfMPVTeksM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdailycoloringpages.com%2Fbible-coloring-sheets%2Fcrucifixion-and-resurrection-of-jesus-
http://home.catholicweb.com/GoodShepherdMontrose/index.cfm/NewsItem?ID=273271


 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of March, we will  pray in reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  

armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

A Medieval Monk’s 12 Steps of Sinful Pride 
By: Msgr. Charles Pope 

(4) Boasting – Increasingly locked into our little world of a darkened intellect and foolish behavior we begin to exult in 
lower behaviors and consider such carnal behaviors to be a sign of greatness. And thus we begin to boast of foolish 
things. To boast is to speak and think of oneself more highly than is true or reasonable. While we should learn to appreci-
ate the gifts we have, we ought to recall that they ARE gifts given us by God and often through others who helped us 
develop them. St. Paul says, What have you that you have not received? And if you have received it, why do you boast as 
though you had not? (1 Cor 4:7) But the boaster thinks too highly of himself either asserting gifts he does not have or 
forgetting that what he does have is a grace, a gift. This is pride. And, as we have seen our boasting tends to be about 
foolish and passing things. 
(5) Singularity – Our world gets ever smaller and yet we think ourselves even greater. We are king alright, king of an 
ant hill, rulers of a tiny speck of dust sweeping through the immensity of space. But as our pride grows we too easily for-
get our dependence on God and others for who and what we are. There is no such thing as a self made man. We are all 
contingent beings, very dependent on God and others. Further, we also too easily draw into our own little mind and world 
and tend to think that something is so just because we think so. Withdrawing only to our own counsel we discount the 
evidence of reality and stop seeking information and counsel from others. The man who seeks only his own counsel has a 
fool for an adviser, and a prideful adviser at that. Singularity is pride. Yet this pride swells as our world gets ever smaller 
and more singular, focused increasingly only on our self. 
(6) Self-conceit –  Here is described an unjustly favorable and unduly high opinion of one’s own abilities or worth. As 
our world gets ever smaller and our pride ever greater our self focus and delusion grows ever stronger and we become 
increasingly self-referential. Something is now so merely because I say so. I am fine because I say so. Never mind that all 
of us are a mixture of strengths and weaknesses, sanctity and sinfulness. Too easily we grow blind to just how difficult we 
can be to live with. Too easily we find faults in others but fail to see them in our very self. Further, we too easily seek for 
others to favorably compare our self, thinking, “Well at least I am not like that prostitute or drug dealer over there.” But 
being better than a prostitute or drug dealer is not the standard we must meet. Jesus is the standard we must meet. But 
rather than refer our self to Jesus and seek mercy, we refer our self to others we look down on and give way to pride. 
(7) Presumption – Now even God’s judgements must cede to ours. I am fine and will be saved because I say so. This is 
a sin against hope wherein we simply take salvation as granted and due to us no matter what we do. In effect we already 
claim to possess what we do not. It is right for us to confidently hope for God’s help in attaining eternal life. This is the 
Theological virtue of Hope. But it is pride to think we have already accomplished and possess what we do not already 
have or possess. It is a further pride to set aside God’s Word which over and over teaches us walk in hope and seek God’s 
help as a beggar, not as a possessor or as one legally entitled to glory in heaven. Presumption is pride. 
(8) Self-justification – Jesus must now vacate the Judgment seat because I demand his place. Not only that, but he 

must also vacate the cross because I don’t really need his sacrifice. I can save myself, and frankly I don’t need a lot of 

saving. Self-justification is the attitude that says I am able, by my own power to justify, that is save myself. It is also an 

attitude that says, in effect: “I will do what I want to do and I will decide if it is right or wrong.” St. Paul says, I do not 

even judge myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. (1 Cor 4:3-

4). But the prideful person cares only for his own view of himself and refuses to be accountable ultimately even to God. 

The prideful person forgets that no one is a judge in his own case.  (Continued next week.) 

CALLING ALL MEN  
All men are invited to a Lenten day of reflection on  

Saturday, March 19th, from 9 AM until Mass at 5 PM.  This will take place in the St. Thomas Center and in the St. Thomas 

Church.  Deacon David Galvin, Fr. James Deviese and I will be presenting spiritual topics for men.  Lunch will be provided.  
(There will be time for prayer and confessions as well.)  Fr. Deviese will be hearing Confessions  at 4 PM on Friday 

and after Mass at St. Thomas and on Saturday Morning in Parsons.  

http://blog.adw.org/author/cpope/


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         03/20              Addie Buckley & Kaylee DiBacco                           Joanne Sikarskie                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      03/13 - 03/19:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         03/19              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Kathy Supak 
         03/20              Titi Ferguson                                                      John Ferguson                             Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Henry Udo-
vich, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, 
Edith DiBacco and Frank Hoffner. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

   
  Mar. 14  Monday              Andrew Mark DiBacco                     7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Mar. 15  Tuesday              Victoria Kaczmarek                          5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 16  Wednesday                Martha Nichols                                         5:00 PM Parsons 
  Mar. 17  Thursday                                                    Henry Dembski        5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 18  Friday                                Pete Kepner                                                   5:00 PM Thomas 
  Mar. 19  Saturday                   Clifford, Anna & Robert Foster                                 9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Mar. 19  SATURDAY VIGIL                                         *Kelly Lambert                           5:00 PM Thomas    
  Mar. 20  SUNDAY                                          People of the Parish                                        9:00 AM Thomas    
  Mar. 20  SUNDAY                                                          Bob Greaser                                                    11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


