
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

 The message of the pro-life movement is not that abortion 

is the only issue. Rather, the message is that if we fail to 
protect any segment of the human family, as we now fail 
to protect the unborn, we have taken away the basis for 
protecting everyone else. It’s time to vote pro-life.” 

++ Fr. Frank Pavone 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  MARCH 13, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $1566.58 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $880.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of March, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 03/20/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 03/13/16.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

March 24 - Beginning of Easter Triduum. 
March 25 - Good Friday second collection for the Holy Land. 
March 25 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild pie fundraiser. 
March 27 - Education of Seminarians—2nd collection. 
April 3 - Divine Mercy Sunday and covered dish dinner immediately following Mass. 
April 3 - ASK FATHER is cancelled. 
April 5 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s monthly meeting beginning at 7 PM in the rectory conference room. 
April 13 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting in Thomas beginning at 7 PM. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “canned peas / pears.”  Each 

month we will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

                       THE FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY 
Jesus requested that the Feast of Divine Mercy be preceded by a novena (beginning on Good 
Friday) consisting of the recitation of the Divine Mercy chaplet and the prayer for the day.   
(If you no longer have a copy of the Divine Mercy Novena you may pick one up at the back  
of the church.)  The Plenary Indulgence associated with this feast consists in the reception of 
Holy Communion in the state of grace on Divine Mercy Sunday and prayers for the intentions  
of the Holy Father as well as sacramental confession within 8 days of the feast, (The Holy Father 
has said that any time during Lent is sufficient.)  The result is the complete remission of sins and 
punishment due to sin.  We will celebrate this feast on April 3rd at Our Lady of Mercy beginning 
with our 11:00 AM Mass, followed by a potluck dinner in the social hall and concluding with  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3:00 PM (The Hour of Mercy).   

 

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION  

FOR THE HOLY LAND 
     Our parish, once a year on Good Friday, is called on 

to support Christians in the Holy Land.     
     This annual Good Friday collection offers a direct link 

for parishioners to be witnesses of peace and to help 
protect the Holy places.  When you donate on Good 

Friday, you are supporting Christians in the Holy Land. 

 

 
     

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
Please pray for the soul of Henry Udovich  

who died this past Monday.   
Please pray for the consolation  

of his family as well.  
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of March, we will  pray in reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  

armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

A Medieval Monk’s 12 Steps of Sinful Pride 
By: Msgr. Charles Pope 

  

Continued from last week’s bulletin: 
 

(9) Hypocritical confession – The word hypocrite in Greek means “actor.” Now we will observe that in certain settings 
some degree of humility and acknowledgement of ones fault is “profitable.” One can get “credit” for humbly acknowledg-
ing certain faults and calling himself a “sinner.” But, the prideful man is just acting. Just playing a role and doing his part 
more for social credit than out of real contrition or repentance. After all, I’m really not that bad off. But if posturing and 
playing the role of the humble and contrite sinner will get me somewhere, I’ll say my lines, play the part and look holy. 
But only if the applause from the audience is forthcoming. 
 

(10) Revolt – Pride really begins to go off the rails when one outright revolts against God and his lawful representatives. 
To revolt means to renounce allegiance to or any sense of accountability or obedience to God, to his Word or to His 
Church. To revolt is to attempt to overthrow the authority of others, in this God and his Church. It is prideful to refuse to 
be under any authority and act in ways that are directly contrary to what lawful authority rightly asserts. 
 

(11) Freedom to sin – Here pride reaches its near conclusion as it arrogantly asserts and celebrates that it is utterly free 
to do what it pleases. The prideful man is increasingly rejecting of any restraints or limits. But the freedom of the proud 
man is not really freedom at all. Jesus says, Whoever sins is a slave to sin (John 8:34) and the Catechism echoes: The 
more one does what is good, the freer one becomes. There is no true freedom except in the service of what is good and 
just. The choice to disobey and do evil is an abuse of freedom and leads to the slavery of sin. (Catechism 1733) But the 
proud man will have none of this and arrogantly goes on asserting his freedom to do what he pleases even as he de-
scends deeper and deeper into addiction and every form of slavery. 
 

(12) The habit of sinning – and thus we see Pride’s full and ugly flower: habitual sin and slavery to sin. As St. Augus-
tine says, For of a forward will, was a lust made; and a lust served, became custom; and custom not resisted, became 
necessity.(Conf 8.5.10) 
 

And thus we have climbed in twelve steps the mountain of pride. It begins in the mind with a lack of sobriety rooted in 
sinful curiosity and frivolous preoccupation. Next come frivolous behavior and excusing, presumptive and dismissive atti-
tudes. Last comes out right revolt and slavery to sin. Pride is now in full flower. The slavery comes for if one refuses in 
pride to serve God he will serve Satan. 
We have seen an escalation in these steps which is not far from an old admonition: sow a thought, reap a deed; sow a 

deed, reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a character, sow a character, reap a destiny. 

 

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS 
Envelopes are available in the back of the church if you 

would like to make a donation towards  
Easter flowers, in memory of loved ones or deceased  

family members. 

 

EASTER SUNDAY — SECOND COLLECTION 
The second collection on Easter weekend is for the Educa-
tion of Seminarians.  Please show your support for these 

men who have accepted their call from God. 

EASTER PIES 
      **All pies will be ready for pick up on Good Friday, March 25th between 2:00 - 4:00 PM at the Our Lady of Mercy 
church social hall (please use side door).  Pies in Thomas will be picked up at the St. Thomas Center also between  
2:00 - 4:00 PM.       
      **All ladies interested in helping with this fund-raiser please meet in the social hall on Thursday, March 24th at 7:00 
AM to do the prep work and at 7:00 AM on Friday, March 25th to make the pies. 

http://blog.adw.org/author/cpope/


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         03/27              Ariona Plumley & Emily Siler                                 Betty Jane DiBacco                     Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      03/20 - 03/26:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         03/26              Rita Johnson                                                       Beth Spencer 
         03/27              Mary Sagace                                                       Don Woods                                Mateo Hinkle 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent Di-
Bacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, Edith DiBacco and 
Frank Hoffner. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  

  Mar. 21  Monday                   Jim Campbell                   7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Mar. 22  Tuesday                  Daniel Greco                        5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 23  Wednesday           Martha Kochenderfer                                            5:00 PM Parsons 
  Mar. 24  Thursday  (Mass of the Lord’s Supper)       Priests of the Diocese                7:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 25  Good Friday                Solemn Stations of the Cross                                           3:00 PM Thomas 
  Mar. 25  Good Friday                                   Celebration of the Lord’s Passion   6:00 PM  Parsons 
  Mar. 26  Saturday                        -                                                                - 
  Mar. 26  HOLY SATURDAY                                   All Converts to the Faith                                  8:00 PM Thomas    
  Mar. 27  EASTER SUNDAY                         People of the Parish                                            9:00 AM Thomas    
  Mar. 27  EASTER SUNDAY                                      People of the Parish                                               11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


