
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

“Evil, suffering, violence – all these are bad in a society, 
but what is far worse is becoming used to them, tolerating 

them, and learning to live with them. Then apathy be-

comes appealing; withdrawal becomes enticing; silence 

becomes tempting. We become as the crowd around the 
cross at Golgotha. We recognize the injustice, we see the 

suffering of the innocent and abhor the violence of the act, 

but like those on the day of Christ’s crucifixion, we do noth-

ing.”  — Jean Staker Garton “Who Broke the Baby?” 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  MARCH 27, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $3,370.06 
Education of Seminarians:  $484.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $951.40 
Education of Seminarians:  $383.58 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of April, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 04/17/16; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 04/10/16.) 
(High Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

April 3 - Divine Mercy Sunday and covered dish dinner immediately following Mass. 

April 3 - ASK FATHER is cancelled. 

April 5 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s monthly meeting beginning at 7 PM in the rectory conference room.  

April 13 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting in Thomas beginning at 7 PM. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “oatmeal & pudding.”  Each 

month we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

                       THE FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY 
Jesus requested that the Feast of Divine Mercy be preceded by a novena (beginning on Good 

Friday) consisting of the recitation of the Divine Mercy chaplet and the prayer for the day.   

(If you no longer have a copy of the Divine Mercy Novena you may pick one up at the back  

of the church.)  The Plenary Indulgence associated with this feast consists in the reception of 
Holy Communion in the state of grace on Divine Mercy Sunday and prayers for the intentions  

of the Holy Father as well as sacramental confession within 8 days of the feast, (The Holy Father 

has said that any time during Lent is sufficient.)  The result is the complete remission of sins and 

punishment due to sin.  We will celebrate this feast today, April 3rd at Our Lady of Mercy begin-
ning with our 11:00 AM Mass, followed by a potluck dinner in the social hall and concluding with  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3:00 PM (The Hour of Mercy).   

 

MASS MOB EVENT 
     At the April 10th Latin Mass in Weston, we will be having a “Mass Mob” event.  One of our Altar Servers, Mr. Tyler Boyd 

from Buckhannon is discerning a vocation to the priesthood and has selected the Extraordinary Form Mass as part of his 

senior project for his AP Literature Class which is to focus on community benefit of one’s desired vocation of interest.  

     The “Mass Mob” movement began in the Buffalo, NY area to raise awareness of closing parishes and spur attendance 
at Catholic Churches with low attendance.  Locally, there is an active Mass Mob group in the Pittsburgh, PA area which 

attends at least one Catholic Church a month.  The group highlights the beauty and history of area churches, and at-

tempts to reach out to unchurched persons and Catholics who no longer attend Mass.  

      In addition to the Mass time and Confessions before Mass; the Rosary will be said beginning at 3:30p.m. and there 
will also be a question and answer session with light refreshments following the Mass for those with questions about the 

Latin Mass, Priesthood, or Catholicism in general. 

      Thank you very much for taking the time to assist in promoting the Latin Mass. 
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 THE MIRACLE OF FR. RONALD PYTEL  
In 1995, Fr. Ronald Pytel was only 48 years old. He had resigned himself to an early death because of the terrible condi-

tion of his heart. His heart was so damaged that even a short walk left him exhausted and he needed to rest most of eve-
ry day. His weight was down to eight stone and his quality of life was non-existent. Fr. Pytel of Holy Rosary Catholic 

Church in Baltimore, U.S.A. had been devoted to St. Faustina for many years. 

 

In June 1995, Fr. Pytel went to see an esteemed cardiologist, Dr. Nicholas Fortuin, who was a professor of medicine at the 
famous Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. Dr. Fortuin told Fr. Pytel that he had a very serious heart condition and was 

in profound heart failure. He arranged for Fr. Pytel to immediately undergo a very complex heart operation to have aortic 

valve replacement surgery under one of the best surgeon's at Johns Hopkins Hospital, Dr. Peter S. Greene. Dr. Greene 

informed him that even if the operation was a complete success, he could never again return to an active life as a priest.  
In 1995, his parishioners made a special pilgrimage to the tomb of Saint Faustina’s in Poland. They knelt at her grave and 

promised that if she interceded with Jesus to heal Father Pytel, they would spend the rest of their lives promoting devo-

tion to Divine Mercy. 

 
On Saint Faustina’s feast day on 5th October, 1995, Fr. Pytel and his parishioners were praying for an improvement in his 

health. During this prayer, Fr. Pytel fell to the floor and although fully conscious, he could not move or get up for 15 

minutes. Fr. Pytel afterwards told people, "I could talk, but I couldn't move a muscle...It was as though I was paralysed." 

When he finally stood up, he felt so good he could hardly believe it. 
 

Although Fr. Pytel felt better immediately afterwards, he did not know that his heart had been fully healed until his No-

vember check-up. Medical experts have concluded that the full healing of Fr. Pytel's heart was so extraordinary that it 

could only be the result of divine intervention. There is no medical or scientific research or evidence to explain the remark-
able recovery of Fr. Pytel’s heart. 

 

 This is one of the many miracles of Divine Mercy and it assures us that the promises that Jesus made to us by praying 

the Chaplet of Divine Mercy are authentic and we should not be afraid to trust Him and to pray to Him for our special 
intentions. 

THANKS TO ALL! 
Thank you to all the ladies who supported the Women’s 

Guild by donating ingredients and giving up their time on 

Good Friday to help make pies.  We also appreciate all of 

you who bought our pies and gave money donations.  Our 
pie fundraiser was a success again this year with a total of 

84 pies made and sold!!!   

 

CHURCH YARD & BAKE SALE!!! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will have a church 

yard/bake sale on Friday & Saturday, May 27th and 28th 

(Memorial day weekend.)  Please remember to save your 

unwanted items for this special event!   

 

THE EASTER SEASON 
The fifty days from Easter to Pentecost are celebrated in joyful exultation as one feast day, or better, as one “great Sun-

day.”  These above all others are the days for the singing of ALLELUIA.  The days of the Easter octave from the “early 

hours: of this “great Sunday,” with accounts of the Lord who rose early in the morning, and the early preaching of the 

disciples who were witnesses to His Resurrection. 

 

PALM COLLECTION 
If you have any old palms you would like to dispose of 

please bring them to the back of the church and place 

them in the receptacle.  Thank you. 

 

            WITH SYMPATHY 
Please pray for the soul of Vivian Bozic who died 

last week  and was buried from our Parish.  Please 

pray for the consolation of her family as well. 
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           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         04/10              Becca Siler & Addie Buckley                                  Fred Sikarskie                            Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      04/03 - 04/09:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         04/09              Rita Johnson                                                       Beth Spencer   
         04/10              Betty Woods                                                       Diane Rader           Isaac Quatro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary John-
son, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, Edith DiBacco and Frank Hoffner.  

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Divine Mercy Sunday  

   

  Apr. 04  Monday                 Steve Hammond                      7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Apr. 05  Tuesday                Jenny DeSantis                        5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 06  Wednesday         Poor Souls in Purgatory         9:00 AM Parsons 
  Apr. 07  Thursday                                                          Vivian Bozic            5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 08  Friday                            Dorothy Breth                                            6:00 PM  Parsons 

  Apr. 09  Saturday                 Eula Jean Udovich                                  9:00 AM Parsons 
  Apr. 09 SATURDAY VIGIL                                      Marguerite Zizunas                  5:00 PM Thomas    
  Apr. 10 SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                                   9:00 AM Thomas    
  Apr. 10 SUNDAY                                                       *Corbin Oldaker                                                   11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


