
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

“Many do not want to ‘interfere’ with someone’s choice to 
have an abortion. Yet to them, it makes perfect sense to 

‘interfere’ with a person’s ‘choice’ to steal your car, burn 

your house, or kidnap your child! The fact is that some 

choices have victims, and when somebody’s choice de-
stroys another’s life or rights, it’s everybody’s business. It is 

the business of all of us to intervene to save the unborn.” 

                              —-Rev. Flip Benham 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  APRIL 03, 2016  

 

St. Thomas: $1,733.06 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $865.99 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of April, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 04/17/16; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 04/10/16.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

April 13 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting in Thomas beginning at 7 PM. 

April 28 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Meeting at 7 PM  (Please note this is postponed 1 week from normal) 

May 1 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons followed by Confirmation class. 

May 8 - Mother’s Day Breakfast immediately following Mass at both St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches. 
May 8 - First Holy Communion and May procession. 

May 11 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM. 

 
BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  

The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “oatmeal & pudding.”  Each 

month we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

MASS MOB EVENT 
     Today, April 10th, at the Latin Mass in Weston, we will be having a “Mass Mob” event.  One of our Altar Servers, Mr. 

Tyler Boyd from Buckhannon is discerning a vocation to the priesthood and has selected the Extraordinary Form Mass as 

part of his senior project for his AP Literature Class which is to focus on community benefit of one’s desired vocation of 

interest. 
     The “Mass Mob” movement began in the Buffalo, NY area to raise awareness of closing parishes and spur attendance 

at Catholic Churches with low attendance.  Locally, there is an active Mass Mob group in the Pittsburgh, PA area which 

attends at least one Catholic Church a month.  The group highlights the beauty and history of area churches, and at-

tempts to reach out to unchurched persons and Catholics who no longer attend Mass.  
      In addition to the Mass time and Confessions before Mass; the Rosary will be said beginning at 3:30p.m. and there 

will also be a question and answer session with light refreshments following the Mass for those with questions about the 

Latin Mass, Priesthood, or Catholicism in general.      Thank you very much for taking the time to assist in promoting the 

Latin Mass. 

 

WESTON VICARIATE C.A.M.P. 2016 
C.A.M.P. is scheduled for July 31—August 6, 2016.  Children ages 7—15 are invited to attend.  Activities include religious 

education, horseback riding, swimming, fishing, arts and crafts, soccer, volleyball, tennis, zip line, campfires, backpacking 

for older campers, and daily worship services.  We look forward to seeing you at this fun, faith-filled week at Bishop 

Hodges Pastoral Center, in Huttosnville, WV.  Applications are available in your parishes.  We can always use adult volun-
teers in various capacities.  If you are interested in serving as a volunteer for C.A.M.P., and / or have other questions, 

please contact Deacon Raymond Godwin at St. Brendan Parish 304-636-0546. 



As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of March, we will  pray in reparation  for  sins,  for  all those servi ng in our  

armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

 4 Daily Habits to Keep Your Faith Alive and Your Prayer-life Strong  
PHILIP KOSLOSKI  

     Do we have to stay in church all day long?   G. K. Chesterton wrote, "It might be reasonably maintained that the true 
object of all human life is play.  Earth is a task garden; heaven is a playground." 

That feels true; life is hard, and it's hard for everyone, one way or another, and its difficulties can tempt us away from 

faith.  What can we do to keep our faith alive, through the task field, until we reach the playground of heaven?  Attending 

Sunday Mass is certainly a good start, but should it stop there?  St. Thomas Aquinas would say no.   "To enter heaven, 
continual prayer is necessary after baptism; for although all sins are remitted by that sacrament, there still remain concu-

piscence to assail us from within, and the world and the devil to attack us from without." 

     But what does "continual prayer" look like?  Does it consist of staying in church all day long?   Our daily habits are the 

keys to unlocking the secret of "continual prayer", and encouraging these four can help deepen our relationship with God, 
conversing with him intimately, so that when we reach the "pearly gates," it will be a reunion of long-time friends rather 

than of acquaintances. 

What are the keys that unlock our access to continual prayer? 

Morning Offering:  Fr. John McCloskey describes the morning offering as, "when you kneel down and using your own 
words, or a formula, you briefly offer up all the day ahead for God's glory."  You can choose whichever offering prayer you 

want.  I personally use the "Serviam!" prayer right when I wake up.  It is simple yet very powerful.   By praying a morning 

offering, you dedicate the rest of the day to God, which then prepares you to tackle anything that comes at you during 

the day. 
Fifteen Minutes of Spiritual Reading: This can be described as "a few minutes of systematic reading of the New Tes-

tament to identify ourselves with the words and actions of our Savior, and the rest of the time spent on a classic book of 

Catholic spirituality recommended by your spiritual advisor.  As [St.] Josemaria Escriva puts it, 'Don't neglect your spiritual 

reading.  Reading has made many saints'" (The Way, 116).   One way to accomplish this is to read the Gospel reading for 
today and then find a spiritual book that will help you grow in your relationship with God. 

Fifteen Minutes of Mental Prayer:   Mental prayer is very simple, though not without its many distractions.  It consists 

of a "heart-to-heart" with God and leaving time for talking and listening.  God is extremely interested in what troubles you 

and what is going on in your life, similar to how a parent is interested in the day of his or her child after school.  God 
wants to know (even though he already knows) everything about your life.   The reason he wants to know your deepest 

desires is because it helps you draw closer to him.  Just like any relationship, when you reveal to another person your 

feelings, you start to share an invisible bond that can last a lifetime. 

Nightly Examination of Conscience:  Fr. McCloskey explains how to do an examination of conscience before going to 
bed:   "You sit down, call on the Holy Spirit for light and for several minutes go over your day in God's presence asking if 

you behaved as a child of God at home, at work, with your friends.  You also look at that one particular area which you 

have identified with the help of spiritual direction in which you know you need to improve in order to become a saint.... 

Then you make an act of gratitude for all the good that you have done and an act of contrition for those areas in which 
you have willfully failed.  Then it is off to your well-deserved rest."   This is important and it helps prepare you for your 

next confession.  It is healthy to examine your faults and failings and to ask God's help to overcome them.  The Divine 

Physician will then heal whatever we tell him is wrong with our soul.  Sometimes his medicine is not easy to swallow, but 

he gives us the remedy that speeds us along the path to eternal life. 
These four habits are very powerful and can keep your faith alive through the trials and "task fields" of life, because they 

keep you in conversation with our Lord. 

Draw near to God and he will draw near to you.— James 4:8 

 

THE EASTER SEASON 
The fifty days from Easter to Pentecost are celebrated in joyful exultation as one feast day, or better, as one “great Sun-

day.”  These above all others are the days for the singing of ALLELUIA.  The days of the Easter octave from the “early 

hours: of this “great Sunday,” with accounts of the Lord who rose early in the morning, and the early preaching of the 

disciples who were witnesses to His Resurrection. 

http://www.catholicity.com/mccloskey/sevenhabits.html
http://www.philipkosloski.com/how-to-win-the-first-battle-of-every-day/


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         04/17              Kaylee DiBacco & Ariona Plumley                          Lukas Thompson                         Any and al l Available! 
         Cleaning:      04/10 - 04/16:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         04/16              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Nancy Zizunas   
         04/17              Titi Ferguson                                                      John Ferguson                             Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Sunday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Parish Center after the 9:00 AM Mass. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary John-
son, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, Edith DiBacco, Edward Brobst and Frank Hoffner.  

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Third Sunday of Easter  

   

  Apr. 11  Monday                    Jim Cambell                   7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Apr. 12  Tuesday                 Lucille Kotten                       5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 13  Wednesday               Henry Udovich                       9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Apr. 14  Thursday                                                      Joseph Bruzzese            5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 15  Friday                             Pete Kepner                                              5:00 PM  Thomas 

  Apr. 16  Saturday                 Robert McDonald                                9:00 AM Parsons 
  Apr. 16 SATURDAY VIGIL                                        Martha Nichols                 5:00 PM Thomas    
  Apr. 17 SUNDAY                                                         Sheila Slater                                                  9:00 AM Thomas    
  Apr. 17 SUNDAY                                                   People of the Parish                                                  11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


