
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

That phenomenon [ the Roe Effect ] is the inevitable effect 
of pro-abortion women not having children while pro-life 
women do have children. Eventually, eventually, the pro-
life children of pro-life women will outnumber the pro-
abortion people because those people do not reproduce 
themselves. I know, you will say that not all children born 
of pro-life mothers will necessarily themselves be pro-life. I 
agree. But I am confident that the ratio will change in favor 
of life and not death.”  Bishop Rene Henry Gracida 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  APRIL 10, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $1,144.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $1,002.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of April, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 04/17/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 04/10/16.) 
(High Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

April 26 - Parish Council Meeting immediately following the 5:00 PM Mass in Parsons. 
April 28 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Meeting at 7 PM in Parsons.  (Please note this is postponed 1 week from normal) 

May 1 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons followed by Confirmation class. 
May 8 - Mother’s Day Breakfast immediately following Mass at both St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches. 
May 8 - First Holy Communion and May procession. 
May 11 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
May 31 -  KENNYWOOD TRIP ANYONE??? 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “oatmeal & pudding.”  Each month 
we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

MOTHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Please submit the names of living & deceased mothers 

that you would like included on the altar and in the  
bulletin on Mother’s Day.  As a way to remember our living 
mothers, cards can be found in the back of both St. Thom-

as Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy churches for only $2. 

 

WESTON VICARIATE C.A.M.P. 2016 
C.A.M.P. is scheduled for July 31—August 6, 2016.  Children ages 7—15 are invited to attend.  Activities include religious 
education, horseback riding, swimming, fishing, arts and crafts, soccer, volleyball, tennis, zip line, campfires, backpacking 

for older campers, and daily worship services.  We look forward to seeing you at this fun, faith-filled week at Bishop 
Hodges Pastoral Center, in Huttosnville, WV.  Applications are available in your parishes.  We can always use adult volun-

teers in various capacities.  If you are interested in serving as a volunteer for C.A.M.P., and / or have other questions, 
please contact Deacon Raymond Godwin at St. Brendan Parish 304-636-0546. 

 

CEMETERY CLEAN UP 
Please remove all flowers and any decorative items from 
on top of or around the grave stones at Mount Calvary 
Cemetery in preparation for spring grounds upkeep.  

Thank you! 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING         

Just a reminder to all parish council members that we will 
meet next Tuesday, April 26th, in the Parsons social hall 

immediately following the 5:00 PM Mass.    
Hope to see you there!                                              

 

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL  
“Opening the Doors of His Mercy” 

The CSA is an annual appeal that offers funds to a variety 
of ministries, services and programs throughout our dio-

cese, as well as the needs of our parishes.  This week you 
will be receiving a mailing that will give you more info on 

this year’s case for support.   



 

                                                        RECLAIM YOUR FAMILY LIFE  by Dr. Gregory Popcak 

Moms and dads, I want to let you in on a secret. You don't need permission from your children's coaches, teachers, youth 
ministers, scout leaders, etc., to have a family life. All those people have to ask you permission to borrow your kids – not 
the other way around. 
When my wife and I said this during our recent presentation at the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia, the state-
ment earned an unexpected ovation. In our talk, we asserted the completely countercultural and Catholic idea that family 
life itself is an activity, not an accessory. We are used to “having” a family life, but “working” at everything else: school, 
sports, work, lessons – you name it. We have time for everything except working, praying, talking and praying as a family. 
Worse, we have all come to accept this as normal and necessary, when it is anything but. 
Family: The school of humanity 
Family life has never been perfect, but it would not be overly nostalgic to note that as little as a generation or two ago, it 
was assumed that family life was the place where people learned to be human beings. Family life was the place where 
socialization occurred, where children and parents developed a sense of purpose, meaning and values. Family constituted 
people's primary and most important relationship – in reality, not just in name. Children were permitted to participate in 
extracurricular activities to the degree that they did not infringe too much on family meals, church and other important 
family rituals. 
Three generations of the culture of divorce have destroyed this idea. Today, 41 percent of all children are born to unmar-
ried women and about half of children have a step-sibling. In an age where so many people's experience of family life has 
been radically disrupted, almost every family — including intact families — have fallen prey to the idea that socialization, 
meaning, purpose, values, direction and significant relationships are supposed to happen outside the home, while the 
family home is reduced to a train station where people pass each other on the way to the really important activities. Re-
search notes that millennials score higher on measures of narcissism than any other generation before them, but if that's 
true, it's only because we parents have all but closed the doors on meaningful family life — which, the Church tells us in 
Evangelium Vitae, is the school of humanity where we all learn the virtues that help us live life as a gift. 
We should do what? 
Even the suggestion to listeners of my radio program that they need to carve out regular time each day as a family to 
work together, play together, talk with each other and pray together is met with an almost existential level of angst: "How 
are we supposed to find time to do all that?!" Catholic families have swallowed the secular lie that if our children are not 
enrolled in 3,000 activities on Wednesday evening that we are depriving them and that they will be social outcasts, if not 
completely socially inept. But what makes a person socially inept is not whether or not they know how to steal a base, but 
rather whether or not they know how to be a good husband and father, mother and wife. Such lessons can only be taught 
in the school of humanity that is family life. 
None of this is to knock extracurricular activities. Sports, music lessons, classes and community involvements can play an 
important role in creating a fulfilling life. But when these things threaten the primary work of the family, it is time to make 
a change. I would like to suggest that it is time for Catholic parents to evangelize the culture and insist on re-humanizing 
society by reclaiming our families in three simple (if not necessarily easy) steps. 
Take back your family in three steps 
First, ask yourselves, "If we were to carve out at least a little bit of time (say, 15-20 minutes each) to work, play, talk and 
pray together each day what would we do?" Come up with a short list of ideas yourself, then discuss it as a family. Start 
doing some of those things now, even periodically, so that your family can get used to the idea of being intentional about 
being together.  Second, begin thinking of extracurricular activities, including your own, as secondary to the need to 

make time to work, play, talk and pray together as a family. If you actually gave yourself permission to prioritize your 

family life as your Church asks you to, what else would there be time for? Perhaps the answer is "not much." That's OK. 
Your family is the single most important activity you can do in the course of your week. Start giving yourself permission to 
think of this as if it was.  Third, start setting boundaries. Tell your kids' coaches that your kids won't be attending practic-
es or games when they conflict with family commitments, especially your family's commitment to attend Mass together. 
Tell the various ministry heads to schedule you for reading, altar serving and cantoring at the same Mass. You do not 

need their permission or approval. It is your family that is at stake, not theirs. Make them work around you, not the oth-

er way around. 
     It's time to start a revolution for the family. Chances are the people whom you have let think they own your children 
won't like it. Tough. Revolutions are never easy. But in light of Pope Francis' witness at the World Meeting of Families, 
perhaps the best way to create a "culture of encounter" that brings Christ to the world is to simply do what he says and 
finally make time to "waste time with your children." 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         04/24              Emily Siler & Dee Oldaker                                    Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      04/17 - 04/23:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         04/23              Rita Johnson                                                       Kathy Supak   
         04/24              Mary Sagace                                                       Don Woods                                Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Sunday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Parish Center after the 9:00 AM Mass. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary John-
son, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, Edith DiBacco, Edward Brobst and Frank Hoffner. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Fourth Sunday of Easter  

   

  Apr. 18  Monday                  Jenny DeSantis                        7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Apr. 19  Tuesday                  Vivian Bozic                         5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 20  Wednesday             Eula Jean Udovich                        9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Apr. 21  Thursday                                                         Jean Brannon           5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 22  Friday                              Pete Kepner                                                5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 23  Saturday            Archbishop Francis Shulte                             9:00 AM Parsons 
  Apr. 23 SATURDAY VIGIL                                          Dorothy Breth                    5:00 PM Thomas    
  Apr. 24 SUNDAY                                                            Rose Nypl                                                 9:00 AM Thomas    
  Apr. 24 SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                                                11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


