
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

“The truth is, each and every human being who has ever 
existed or who will ever exist has worth. Inestimable, infi-
nite worth. More crucial to the planet than the most pre-
cious of natural resources, more critical to history than the 
greatest of social movements, and more enduring than the 
universe itself.” 
              

                  Jenny — author of The Great Deception blog 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  APRIL 17, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $1,926.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $878.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of April, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 04/17/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 04/10/16.) 
(High Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

April 26 - Parish Council Meeting immediately following the 5:00 PM Mass in Parsons. 
April 28 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Meeting at 7 PM in Parsons.  (Please note this is postponed 1 week from normal) 

May 1 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons followed by Confirmation class. 
May 8 - Mother’s Day Breakfast immediately following Mass at both St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches. 
May 8 - First Holy Communion and May procession. 
May 11 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
May 31 -  KENNYWOOD TRIP ANYONE??? 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “oatmeal & pudding.”  Each 
month we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

MOTHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Please submit the names of living & deceased mothers 

that you would like included on the altar and in the  
bulletin on Mother’s Day.  As a way to remember our living 
mothers, cards can be found in the back of both St. Thom-

as Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy churches for only $2. 

 

CEMETERY CLEAN UP 
Please remove all flowers and any decorative items from 
on top of or around the grave stones at Mount Calvary 
Cemetery in preparation for spring grounds upkeep.  

Thank you! 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING         

Just a reminder to all parish council members that we will 
meet this Tuesday, April 26th, in the Parsons social hall 

immediately following the 5:00 PM Mass.    
Hope to see you there!                                              

 

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL  
“Opening the Doors of His Mercy” 

The CSA is an annual appeal that offers funds to a variety 
of ministries, services and programs throughout our dio-

cese, as well as the needs of our parishes.  This week you 
will be receiving a mailing that will give you more info on 

this year’s case for support.   

THE PARISH ROSARY PROGRAM 
The Parish Rosary Program is strictly a local parish pro-
gram that encourages everyone to pray the Rosary.  To 
get started please take a calendar from the back of the 
church and simply tally the number of rosaries said and 
then drop the results in the collection basket.  Weekly, 

year-to-date, and grand totals are published each week in 
the parish bulletin. 

 

ATTENTION KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
All Knights are asked to send their e-mail addresses to Mr. 
Ray LaMora at raylamora@gmail.com.  E-mail addresses 
are needed to keep all Knights updated on current news 

and happenings in the council and to send out newsletters. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.    



 

KEEP HOLY THE LORD’S DAY  
  By Donna Marie Klein 

     Keep Holy the Lord’s Day—while some of the Commandments can be downright daunting to obey in their fullest 

sense (remember, Jesus equated unjust anger with murder and covetous thoughts with adultery), I used to think that 
the Third was the easy one.  After all, I went to Mass every Sunday morning, Adoration on most Sunday afternoons, 

and a Catholic charismatic prayer meeting on most Sunday evenings—surely I was honoring the Sabbath.  Or was I?    
     The word “holy” means to “set apart” —although I was ostensibly fulfilling my Sunday obligation (and then some), 

the other parts of the day, upon closer examination, were not quite as holy.  More often than not, I would fill up my 
gas tank right after Mass, run errands right after Adoration, and pick up fast food right after the prayer meeting.  At 

home while I did not “work” per say, I did not think twice about throwing in a load of laundry, lesson planning, or pay-
ing bills.  While I was never a Sunday morning political talk show junkie or afternoon football fanatic, a Sunday con-

cluded without Masterpiece Theatre was like an evening without a sunset.  Clearly, I was mixing the sacred and pro-
fane on a day that God wants all to Himself—keeping holy the Lord’s Day was not so easy, after all. 

     Honoring the Sabbath in America was a lot easier in colonial times, particularly in Puritan New England—businesses 
closed up shop, recreational activities were prohibited, and just about everyone headed to church on Sunday, where 

they stayed for most of the day.  Even as Puritanism declined, many states and towns passed “blue laws” which for-
bade merchants and laborers from working on Sunday in deference to the Christian Sabbath-since the 1960s, many of 

these “blue laws” have been repealed or are not enforced. 
     In our present-day “progressive” society, which venerates human productivity and encouraged multitasking, observ-

ing the Sabbath is seen as an antiquated inconvenience by many—sadly, we have become too “evolved” to reverence 
and rest in Our Creator. 

     What does the Catholic Church say about the Sabbath?  While all practicing Catholics are aware of their primary 
duty to attend Mass on Sundays, the “Catechism of the Catholic church” (CCC) also describes the Sabbath as, “a day of 

grace and rest from work.”  Just as God “rested on the seventh day from all His work which he had done,” so too, must 
we, on Sunday, the “eighth day,” the day of Christ’s Resurrection.  CCC section 2185 further instructs the faithful to , 

“refrain from engaging in work or activities that hinder the worship owed to God, the joy proper to the Lord’s Day, the 
performance of works of mercy, and the appropriate relaxation of mind and body.”  Exceptions, of course, are made for 

family needs and important social services—but is doing laundry or paying bills really one of them?  CCC section 2187 
goes on to say that, “every Christian should avoid making unnecessary demands on others that would hinder them 

from observing the Lord’s Day.” 

     What are the spiritual benefits of truly keeping holy the Lord’s Day?  As with all of God’s laws and commandments, 
honoring the Sabbath profits man, not God, Who is All-Perfect and needs nothing from His creatures for completeness.  

Jesus Himself said, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27).  Indeed, like all of God’s 
gifts, the Lord’s Day is a blessing given by a loving Father to bring us closer to Him. 

     Saint Edith Stein viewed Sunday as, “a great door through which celestial life can enter into everyday life, and 
strength for the work of the entire week.”  By withdrawing from the world and having leisure for God on the first day, 

though the remainder of the week may well be an exhausting path of rising and falling as we carry our cross over the 
peaks and valleys of this earthy existence, an underlying peace will prevail.  Come the next Sunday, all can be laid in 

God’s hands, offered up to Him again.  In this way we are able to rest in Him, and each week begin a new life, continu-
ing the cycle of refreshment throughout the years until, at last, our soul has ascended to the state of eternal Sabbath 

rest-ah! 
     So how can we Catholics living in the current culture of busyness truly set apart Sunday as a day devoted to resting 

in our Creator?  Instead of Sundays being a catch-up day on laundry, errands, and the like, we can make the effort to 
accomplish these tasks during the other six days of the week—even if it means sacrificing television or Facebook time. 

     On Sundays, I do not shop, fill-up my gas tank, or go out to eat—in essence, I do not spend money. I limit my 
phone, television, and internet usage—in effect, Sundays have become low-tech.  Instead, I do things that Jesus and I 

would enjoy doing together—walking the dogs around the lake, playing praise and worship songs on the piano, listen-
ing to classical music, reading Sacred Scripture and other devotional works, writing in a gratitude journal, and praying 

in a cenacle for priests and religious vocations with friends.  Of course, unlike the Third Commandment, these guide-
lines are not set in stone—on the occasional Sunday, I head to the pharmacy for medicine, the grocery store for milk, 

the restaurant for a birthday dinner, or the gas station when I am running on empty.  As for Masterpiece Theatre, I still 
catch it occasionally—the Author of Life is always up for a good drama! 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         05/01              Becca Siler & Lillian Plumley                                 Joanne Sikarskie                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      04/24 - 04/30:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         04/30              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Nancy Zizunas   
         05/01              Brittiny Cross                                                      Michelle Snyder                           Mateo Hinkle 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Sunday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Parish Center after the 9:00 AM Mass. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary John-
son, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, Edith DiBacco, Edward Brobst and Frank Hoffner. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Fifth Sunday of Easter  

   

  Apr. 25  Monday                 Joseph Bruzzese                           7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  Apr. 26  Tuesday                  Eileen Grady                             5:00 PM  Parsons 
  Apr. 27  Wednesday                Henry Udovich                       9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Apr. 28  Thursday                                                         Joseph Fortini             5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 29  Friday                           *George White                                                       5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 30  Saturday                    Jennifer White                              9:00 AM Parsons 
  Apr. 30 SATURDAY VIGIL                                           Vivian Bozic                          5:00 PM Thomas    
  May 01 SUNDAY                                                       Mary Mac Ingram                                              9:00 AM Thomas    
  May 01 SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                                                11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


