
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

“The family is under siege.” “It is opposed by an anti-life 
mentality as is seen in contraception, abortion, infanticide, 
and euthanasia. It is scorned and banalized by pornogra-
phy, desecrated by fornication and adultery, mocked by 
homosexuality, sabotaged by irregular unions and cut in 
two by divorce.” 

                                          ++ Francis Cardinal Arinze 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  APRIL 24, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $1,622.26 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $679.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of April, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 05/15/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 05/08/16.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

May 1 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons followed by Confirmation class. 
May 8 - Mother’s Day Breakfast immediately following Mass at both St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches. 
May 8 - First Holy Communion and May procession. 
May 11 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
May 31 -  KENNYWOOD TRIP ANYONE??? 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “oatmeal & pudding.”  Each 
month we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

MOTHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Please submit the names of living & deceased mothers 

that you would like included on the altar and in the  
bulletin on Mother’s Day.  As a way to remember our living 
mothers, cards can be found in the back of both St. Thom-

as Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy churches for only $2. 

 

CEMETERY CLEAN UP 
Please remove all flowers and any decorative items from 
on top of or around the grave stones at Mount Calvary 
Cemetery in preparation for spring grounds upkeep.  

Thank you! 

 

CHURCH YARD & BAKE SALE!!! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will have a church 
yard/bake sale on Friday & Saturday, May 27th and 28th 
(Memorial day weekend.)  Please remember to save your 

unwanted items for this special event!   

THE PARISH ROSARY PROGRAM 
The Parish Rosary Program is strictly a local parish program 
that encourages everyone to pray the Rosary.  To get start-
ed please take a calendar from the back of the church and 
simply tally the number of rosaries said and then drop the 
results in the collection basket.  Weekly, year-to-date, and 
grand totals are published each week in the parish bulletin. 

 

BIZARRE BAZAAR! 
St. John’s United Methodist Church is sponsoring a Bizarre Bazaar on Sat. May 21, beginning at 11 AM at Mill Race Park in 
Parsons.  All proceeds from this event will go to the Community Action Center, a local agency that helps the poor in Tuck-
er County.  All churches in our area are being asked to help in various ways with game booths, music or food items.  The 
Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild has decided to make and donate pies.  If you would like to help with this event simply 
make a pie of your choice and then drop it off at the church social hall no later than 10 AM on that Saturday morning or 
you may take it to the park yourself.  If pie crusts or boxes are needed please see one of the women’s guild members 

after Mass.  Monetary donations are also being accepted for the Community Action Center.    



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of May,  we will  pray in reparation  for  sins,   

for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and   

For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

THE PROFOUND DIGNITY OF MOTHERHOOD 
By James M. Littleton  

 

     Mothers are by far the most beautiful creatures in the world. There is nothing more beautiful than a mother. 
There has never been a beauty pageant winner more beautiful than a pregnant woman. A pregnant woman glows 
with the grace of God. She is one with God. Her love has borne fruit with the life in her womb. She is transformed 
into an other-worldly beauty. Anyone can naturally see this.  
 
     When I would see my wife when she was pregnant I experienced an overwhelming drive to embrace her. I 
wanted to be one with that love she was exuding. A mother is a lover, in the true sense of the word. Yes, she is a 
lover because the love that she gives is very costly to her through the physical difficulties of her pregnancies, 
through the pain of childbirth, through the mountain of mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual self-giving.  
 
     To be a mother is to be a pourer, one who does not hold back but rather pours out all she has throughout her 
entire life, unto death, and into eternity. This is agape love, a supreme love of total self-giving. Through all the 

challenges of motherhood she owns a deep interior joy. From the miraculous moment she becomes a mother, from 
the first moment of conception (fertilization), when our Heavenly Father of Mercies breathes life into that new un-
repeatable eternal person she will never be the same. She is now a mother. Think of a mother embracing or serv-
ing her children. Is there a more stirring sight in the world? 
 
     When we hear or utter the name "mother", really we should bow or genuflect. In a sense, we are encountering 
God in a mother. We need to create a culture that honors mothers. We are called to honor mothers who are old, 
wrinkled, perhaps forgotten in nursing homes; to honor mothers whose children perhaps did not seem to turn out 
as perfectly as their dreams had hoped for. But nothing is lost with God. With God all things are possible. 
 
     Elderly mothers: every wrinkle, gray hair, varicose vein, pain, and frailty you have is a purple-heart medal for 
which you should beam with a holy pride. Mothers, mothers-to-be, grandmothers . do you hear what I am say-

ing?  Do you realize the grand dignity you have, the necessary awe-inspiring sign that you are in the world? 
 
     And we cannot leave out those women who ache to be mothers, who have not yet had this dream fulfilled, or 
may not be given the grace physically to be mothers. They too should be honored as mystical mothers. God honors 
the intention and the will. The ache of those women who wish to be mothers but cannot is an immense gift of 
sharing in the sorrows of Jesus in a redemptive way. Those aches and sorrows, that pain that cannot be described 
in words is a life-giving pain. It is in itself a real form of motherhood as motherhood is life-giving. The fruit of this 
redemptive pain is parceled out to other souls and participates in our blessed Lord Jesus's redemptive passion for 
their salvation. This mystical motherhood is not inferior to physical motherhood. It is profound. These mystical 
mothers will find in eternity that their love and their sorrow bore fruit in many spiritual children by whom they will 
be honored and spend their eternity with in heaven, because this contributed to their salvation. 
 
     Let's find ways to make every day Mother's Day, through our prayers, deeds and words. Let's show our rever-

ence for our mothers, for all mothers, and contribute our own irreplaceable and necessary part in creating that 
culture that profoundly honors mothers. When we succeed at this many of our other pro-life issues will fade like a 
mist. Omnia vincit amor (Virgil), Love conquers all, especially the love of and for Mothers! 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         05/08              Ariona Plumley & Kaylee DiBacco                          Betty Jane DiBacco                     Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      05/01 - 05/07:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         05/07              Kathy Supak                                                       Beth Spencer   
         05/08              Betty Woods                                                       Diane Rader                               Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Sunday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Parish Center after the 9:00 AM Mass. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary John-
son, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, Edith DiBacco, Edward Brobst and Frank Hoffner. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Sixth Sunday of Easter  

  May 02  Monday          Archbishop Francis Schulte                  7:15 AM  Thomas                        
  May 03  Tuesday                 Dorothy Breth                               7:15 AM Thomas 
  May 04  Wednesday                          -                                     NO MASS 
  May 05  Thursday                                                             Lil Kucer             5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 06  First Friday                                                      Sophie Bluj    1:00 Cort. Acr. 
  May 06  First Friday               ADORATION & BENEDICTION                                         5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 06  First Friday                                                  *George White    6:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 07  First Saturday         Poor Souls in Purgatory           9:00 AM  Parsons 
  May 07 SATURDAY VIGIL                                      People of the Parish                      5:00 PM Thomas    
  May 08 SUNDAY                                            All Living and Deceased Mothers                                    9:00 AM Thomas    
  May 08 SUNDAY                                           All Living and Deceased Mothers                                        11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


