
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

“The so-called right to abortion has pitted mothers against 
their children and women against men. It has sown  
violence and discord at the heart of the most intimate  
human relationships. It has aggravated the derogation of 
the father’s role in an increasingly fatherless society. It has 
portrayed the greatest of gifts–a child–as a competitor, an 
intrusion and an inconvenience.” 

+ Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta + 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  MAY 15, 2016  

St. Thomas: $1,392.00 
Peter’s Pence collection: 443.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $773.00 
Peter’s Pence collection: 168.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of May, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 05/15/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 05/08/16.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

May 29 - MEMORIAL DAY MASS at 9:00 AM at the Mt. Calvary Cemetery. 
May 31 - Kennywood Trip 
June 5 - Annual 2010 Corporation Meeting at the Knights of Columbus Park at 2 PM.  All Knights are asked to come! 
June 8 -  Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 7:00 PM at the St. Thomas Center. 
June 12 -  Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
June 16 -  4th Degree Knights of Columbus Meeting in the Knights Meeting Room in Parsons at 7PM. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “mac & cheese and fruit cockail.”  
Each month we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

KENNYWOOD TRIP! 
There is a sign-up sheet in the back of both churches for 

anyone who would like to go on the Kennywood trip Tues-
day, May 31st.  We will be car pooling this year.  If you 

are willing to drive please sign-up in the back of the 
church.  The Knights of Columbus will provide tickets for 

the youth.  More information later. 

 

2016 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$5,316.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $9,910.00) 54% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$2,070.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $3,065.00) 68% of goal met.  

 

CHURCH YARD SALE & BAKE SALE!!! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will have a church yard/bake sale and we will also be selling hotdogs Friday & Sat-

urday, May 27th and 28th (Memorial day weekend.)  If you would like to donate items for the yard sale you may drop 
them off in the social hall between Monday, May 23rd & Thursday, May 26th between the hours of 7AM - 7 PM.   

(NO clothes or broken items please. )  All ladies are asked to please donate baked goods for the bake sale and drop 
them off on Thursday or bring them to the yard sale on Friday morning.  The Yard/Bake sale will begin at 8:00 AM on 
Friday morning and we will stay open until business slows down.  We will reopen on Saturday from 8:00 until noon.  If 
you donate an item that does not sell and you would like it back please let one of the women know, otherwise all items 

that have been donated and not sold will be donated to local thrift shops.   

 

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR CEMETERY FUND 
There will be a special collection on Memorial Day weekend for the Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund.  Donations will be used to 
defray the maintenance costs at the cemetery.  Special envelopes will be provided.  (Please make checks payable to:  Mt 

Calvary Cemetery Fund.)   



Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins com-

mitted against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

 

21 STEPS TO A STRONGER MARRIAGE 
BY EMILY STIMPSON 

     Good marriages don’t just happen—especially not good Catholic marriages.  Loving another person—another flawed, 
sinful, weak, and broken person—as Christ loves his Church requires work.  It also requires patience, humility, meekness, 
forgiveness, honesty, communication, time, sacrifice, laughter; and grace—lots and lots of grace.   
 
1.  Pray together.  “Pray as a couple every day—even on the phone if your spouse is traveling,” says Billings.  “It can be 
just a short little prayer, but this makes you stronger as a couple.  It is also a way to be tuned into what’s going on in 
your spouse’s heart.  What they’re worrying about or thinking about will come out in prayer.” 
2.  Say, “I love you,” every day.  “This is one of the best habits for your marriage that you can develop,” advises Silva.  
“It’s the first thing I say to may wife in the morning and the last thing I say to her at night, even if she’s sleeping and 
can’t hear it.” 
3.  Keep dating each other.  “Just  because you’re married and you have kids doesn’t mean your social life is over,” 
notes Kerekes.  “You still need to spend quality time alone together, or even out with friends.  Getting out of the house 
for a date isn’t always possible with sitters or finances, but you can have dates in, too.  Rather than spend your evenings 
in separate rooms, on separate computers, or separate phones, unplug—everything except your TV.  Snuggle on the 
couch with popcorn, a glass of wine, and a good movie.  Or, pull out a deck of cards or a board game.  Schedule it on the 
calendar if necessary. 
4.  Don’t greet your spouse with complaints.  “In our house, the rule is that my wife and I spend the first 10 - 15 
minutes when I get home from work talking about what went well that day and what’s going on for dinner,” Silva ex-
plains.  “We don’t pounce on the other person with complaints or talk about the troubles of the day right away.  This puts 
us both in a better frame of mind to tackle whatever problems from the day we do need to deal with.” 
5.  Know each other’s love languages.  “You need to understand what makes your spouse feel loved. Billings says.  
“For me, that’s time and listening.  Acts of service are great, but when my husband doesn’t take the time to listen to me, 
I don’t feel loved.  His is touch.  Without touch, he doesn’t feel loved.  When outside circumstances start to pull you away 
from one another, knowing how the other experiences love enables you to get back to the heart of loving them.” 
6.  Put your spouse first. “Even though we all learned to share in kindergarten, we are still selfish beings,” says 
Kerekes.  “We want what we want when we want it.  But a happily functioning family can’t be selfish.  Always ask your-
self, what would your spouse like?  Whether it’s what to eat for dinner, what movie to watch, or what dessert you share 
at a restaurant, let your spouse choose.  Having a happy spouse makes you a happy spouse. 
7.  Never lie to each other.  “Be committed to the truth, regardless of how much it hurts,” says Silva.  “We have to be 
willing to hear the truth, from both our spouse and ourselves.  If we can be truthful in our words and bodily actions, with 
our spouse and with our kids, our marriage will be much stronger.  That’s what also allows us the time for forgiveness, 
repentance, and change.” 
8.  Prune regularly. Explains Billings, “My husband and I love gardening and have a vineyard.  We’ve learned a lot 
about life and marriage from that vineyard.  For example, our vineyard requires pruning.  You have to cut back healthy 
vines so that the other grapes can get the sunlight and nutrients they need.  Too many branches will cause a low harvest, 
and the grapes won’t taste as good as they could.  Marriage is like that, too.  If we let too many limbs grow up around 
us, it we take on too many activities or let too many outside influences pull at us, we get into trouble.  We sometimes 
have to do pruning and cut back on activities, even good wholesome activities, to make sure we have the time and ener-
gy we need to grow as a couple. 
9.  Watch the clock.   “Never discuss difficult problems or finances after 9:00 p.m.,” says Silva.  “Nothing good happens 
when you’re tired.  Schedule a time to talk about big issues or problems when you won’t be exhausted.” 
10.  Build strong friendships with others.  “A lot of couples go into marriage thinking, “We only need each other,” 
says Silva.  “But that’s false.  You also need family, friends, and a spiritual family, plus mentors who can model a healthy 
marriage for you and who have no problem looking at you and saying, “You’re being an idiot.  Repent.” 

(continued next week) 

 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..118 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….520 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         05/29              Lillian & Ariona Plumley                                       Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      05/22 - 05/28:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         05/28              Kathy Supak                                                       Nancy Zizunas   
         05/29              Brittiny Cross                                                      Don Woods                                 Mateo Hinkle 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Sunday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Parish Center after the 9:00 AM Mass. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary John-
son, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, Edith DiBacco, Edward Brobst and Frank Hoffner. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
The Most Holy Trinity   

   
  May 23  Monday                            -                       No Mass                             
  May 24  Tuesday               Helen Marie Smith       5:00 PM  Thomas     
  May 25  Wednesday                  Zelda James     9:00 AM  Parsons   
  May 26  Thursday                                                         Cesar Gamboa     5:00 PM  Thomas      
  May 27  Friday                                                               Michael Fortini    5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 28  Saturday                           Joanne Cone Eskew     9:00 AM  Parsons  
  May 28 SATURDAY VIGIL                                          Dorothy Breth    5:00 PM Thomas    
  May 29 SUNDAY                                                           Vivian Bozic                                                        9:00 AM Thomas    
  May 29 SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                         11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


