
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
 

“It’s time for the nation to wake up and realize that making 
abortion legal did not make it safe, and that in hundreds of 
facilities nationwide, Planned Parenthood is engaged in 
criminal activity and deserves to be shut down.” 
 

++ Fr. Frank Pavone 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  MAY 22, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $5,164.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $935.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of May, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 05/15/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 05/08/16.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

May 30 - MEMORIAL DAY MASS at 8:30 AM at the Mt. Calvary Cemetery. 
May 31 - Kennywood Trip 
June 5 - Annual 2010 Corporation Meeting at the Knights of Columbus Park at 2 PM.  All Knights are asked to come! 
June 8 -  Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 7:00 PM at the St. Thomas Center. 
June 12 -  Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
June 16 -  4th Degree Knights of Columbus Meeting in the Knights Meeting Room in Parsons at 7PM. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “mac & cheese and fruit cockail.”  
Each month we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

FOOD PANTRY  
Next Sunday we will be gathering food and 
monetary donations at the entrance of the Our 
Lady of Mercy Church. Thank you for support-
ing our local food pantry. 

 

KENNYWOOD TRIP! 
We will be meeting at St. Thomas Aquinas Church prompt-
ly at 7:15 AM for Mass on Tuesday morning, May 31st and 

then departing for Kennywood immediately after.  The 
Knights of Columbus will be providing tickets for the 

youth.  (Dress code: short pants [not extreme short 
pants!] and a T-shirt with sleeves! —Fr. Grassi.)   

 

2016 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$6,266.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $9,910.00) 63% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$3,220.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $3,065.00) 105% of goal met.  

 

                              MEMORIAL DAY 2016 
Freedom comes at the cost of many lives.  On this Memorial day we remember and thank all of 
those fallen heroes that died fighting for our country.   
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR CEMETERY FUND:  There will be a special collection today  for the 
Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund.  Donations will be used to defray the maintenance costs at the ceme-
tery.  Special envelopes will be provided.  (Please make checks payable to:  Mt Calvary Cemetery 
Fund.)   

 

ANNUAL 2010 CORPORATION MEETING 
All Knights of Columbus members are reminded of this im-
portant meeting scheduled for, June 7th at 2:00 PM at the 

K of C Community Park in Thomas. 
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Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins com-

mitted against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

                                              21 STEPS TO A STRONGER MARRIAGE   BY EMILY STIMPSON 

     (Continued from last week.) 
11.  Go to sleep at the same time.  Explains Kerekes, “This provides you with another opportunity for communication: 

verbal or physical.  You decide.  Be open.  Enjoy each other’s company. If you’re normally too tired to do more than collapse 
into bed and fall directly to sleep, get yourselves in bed sooner.  This is more needed couple time.” 

12.  Be patient.  “We live in a perfectionist, ‘got to have it now’ society.” says Silva.  “And that’s a bad recipe for individuals 
going through struggles for healing, wholeness, and holiness.  Each of us brought baggage into our marriage. Some brought 

truckloads.  Some just brought a knapsack.  But things don’t change overnight.  We have to exercise patience with our 
spouses, and with ourselves.” 
13.  Laugh...even when you’re disagreeing.  Silva explains, “One of the things I recommend couples do is come up with 

an exit strategy for fights that are leading nowhere-a word or a phrase that will get you out of the situation and maybe even 
make you laugh.  Our house is filled with laughter.  You just can’t take yourself too seriously.  That’s a disaster.” 

14.  Don’t be afraid to ask for help.  “If you’re really struggling in your marriage, find a good Catholic counselor or a 
priest who has experience dealing with marital conflict,” Billings recommends.  “Communication is key to a strong marriage, 

and if you’re having a hard time communicating, it often requires a third party to come in and help you get back on track.” 
15.  Don’t trash talk your spouse.  “Seeking counsel from a trusted advisor about serious problems is one thing, but for 

the everyday problems, we have a rule that we don’t talk to anybody about those,” advises Billings.  “You’re eventually going 
to move beyond that problem, but complaining about it to others can do lasting damage to a marriage or a spouse’s reputa-

tion.  Within the family, it’s natural to joke about certain habits you or your spouse might have, but even then that joking 
should be loving and respectful.” 

16.  Hold on to the “Tabor Vision.”  Billings explains,  “In Alice von Hildebrand’s book By Love Refined:  Letters to a 
Young Bride, she talks about the ‘Tabor Vision’—when Jesus’ disciples saw him transfigured on Mount Tabor—and how 

brides are given a similar glimpse of their husband, of the potential they have and who they are in their best moments.  That 
idea has really helped me in my own marriage.  Spouses always need to respect one another, but when you’re going 

through challenging times, that can be tough.  Holding onto that “Tabor Vision,’ though, always seeing their potential, that 
helps.” 

17.  Remember that love is a decision, not a feeling.  “It’s impossible to keep warm fuzzy feelings for your spouse 
constantly, especially when you have children taking up so much of your time and energy,” says Kerekes.  “Just remember 

that your relationship with your spouse comes first.  Period.  If you want the best for your children, and who doesn’t, the 
success of your marriage is paramount.” 

18.  Tread carefully with opposite sex friendships.  “I have good friends of the opposite sex, so does my wife, but 
there have to be firm boundaries in place,”  Silva advises.  “People need to know that marriage is exclusive, and you’re not 

going to treat other women or men the same way you treat your spouse.  That should be apparent in how you greet them, 
the words you use, the times you talk to them, and where you talk to them.  Some topics should be off limits with friends of 

the opposite gender, and you should also always include your spouse in those relationships.” 
19.  Have couch time.  “This should happen daily,” recommends Kerekes. “Sit next to each other.  Snuggle.  Have at least 

some part of you touching.  Physical touch soothes you.  And as an added bonus, if you are touching even in some small 
way when you’re upset with each other, the physical contact will ease tension and help you work out your troubles in a 

calmer, quicker manner.  Try it.” 
20.  Never let the sun set on your anger.  “Anger broods,” says Billings.  “The longer you let something go, the more 

your mind dwells on it, and the problem becomes something much bigger than it was originally.  My husband sometimes 
jokes that we let the sun rise on our anger because we’ll stay up all night working something out.  But we don’t always do 

that.  Sometimes we just make the decision to agree to disagree and discuss the issue later when we’re in a better frame of 
mind.  That has been really helpful.” 

21.  Don’t let Robin rule the roost.  “If your devotion to your children has gotten to the point where they walk all over 
you, there is bound to be tension in your home,” notes Kerekes.  “It might be with a spouse who disagrees with your 
discipline methods, or within yourself because you’re whipped by your own 2 year old.  When it comes to discipline, it’s 
imperative that both parents are on the same page.” 

 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..322 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….842 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         06/05              Kaylee DiBacco & Emily Siler                                Joanne Sikarskie                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      05/29 - 06/04:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         06/04              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Beth Spencer   
         06/05              Betty Woods                                                       Diane Rader                               Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Sunday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Parish Center after the 9:00 AM Mass. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary John-
son, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Sherry Burns, Edith DiBacco, Edward Brobst and Frank Hoffner. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ   

  May 30  Monday               Rev. John H. Fahey                                                9:00 AM  Cemetery 
  May 31  Tuesday                  Rita Serowik                   7:15 AM  Thomas     
  Jun  01  Wednesday          Poor Souls in Purgatory                     9:00 AM  Parsons   
  Jun  02  Thursday                                                    Andrew Mark DiBacco                   5:00 PM  Thomas      
  Jun  03  First Friday                                                    John Botefuhr               1:00 Cort. Acr. 
  Jun  03  First Friday                                       ADORATION & BENEDICTION               5:00 PM  Parsons 
  Jun  03  First Friday                                                     Eula Jean Udovich                      6:00 PM  Parsons 
  Jun  04  First Saturday                      Rev. Pete A. Giannamore               9:00 AM  Parsons  
  Jun 04 SATURDAY VIGIL                                        Marguerite Zizunas                    5:00 PM Thomas    
  Jun 05 SUNDAY                                                             Rose Nypl                                                   9:00 AM Thomas    
  Jun 05 SUNDAY                                                      People of the Parish                    11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


