
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“As my friend Hadley Arkes tells his students at Amherst 
College: ‘our location does not change our value.’ There is 

nothing mystical about a baby’s journey down a birth canal 

that transforms it from non-human to human. But in the 

greatest irrationality of our time, it’s only a matter of inches 
that keeps them from receiving the full protection of the 

law and humanity.”— Bradley Mattes, Executive Director of 

Life Issues Institute 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  AUGUST 7, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $2,381.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $836.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of AUGUST, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 08/21/16; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(St. Patrick - Weston - 4:00 PM, Sunday 08/14/16.) 
(High Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 

Aug 15 - Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Aug 18 - Fourth Degree Knights meeting at 7:00 PM in Parsons. 

Aug 21 - Parish Picnic at the Knights of Columbus Park beginning at 1:00 PM.  

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “canned potatoes.”  Each month 

we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION  
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Please take note of the Mass times on the back of the 
bulletin. Because the Assumption falls on a Monday this 

year, obligation to attend is lifted, however, it would be a 

beautiful act to attend anyway and show our Blessed 

Mother our love and devotion. 

 

BIBLE STUDY CLASSES 
Come to our weekly Bible study class on the “Gospel of 

John” this Tuesday, following the 5:00 

PM Mass in Thomas at 5:45 PM and on 

Wednesday, following the 9:00 AM Mass 
in Parsons.  All are invited to attend.  

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE SILVER ROSE RUN - ONE LIFE, ONE ROSE 
Since May 1, 2013, three Silver Roses have been making their way across North America, from Canada  

to the United States to Mexico. The silver rose exemplifies the Knights of Columbus’ devotion to Our Lady  

and their commitment to the Culture of Life.  It is to the Blessed Mother that we turn in prayer as we work  

to end the Culture of Death that grips our society.  As we think in terms of ‘One Life, One Rose,’ it is most  
appropriate that we turn to Our Lady of Guadalupe who made known her will through Juan Diego and the  

miracle of the roses.”  Our parish will receive the rose this week.   Then on Sunday, August 14th, we will  

“run” the rose to Elkins.  (Please talk to Dave Oldaker Sr. if you would like to participate in the “run” 

from Parsons to Elkins on Sunday afternoon.)  We will also pray the Rosary at all of the weekend Masses 
in both St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches. 

 

2016 ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC 
Mark your calendars for our annual parish picnic next Sunday, August 21st at 1:00 PM at the Knights of Columbus Park!  

We will begin with our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother and her feast of the Assumption.  Then we will 

have a delicious variety of foods with the Knights of Columbus providing their signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and 

beverages for all.  Then the real fun begins with some very exciting games!!!  You won’t want to miss this annual event!  
Bring the whole family to enjoy a day to remember!   
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Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

Something Wrong Today  
by Eric Kreye 

What ever happened to family values? Good old-fashioned honesty, respect, purity, caring, and commitment? Today 

nearly half of the families in America have been shattered by divorce, children are home alone while parents work, guns 

are readily available, crime is commonplace, sex outside of marriage is accepted, truth is relative, and the focus is on 
"What's in it for me?"  

To add further confusion to our society, there are regular graphic descriptions of sex, crime, and killing on television and 

the printed page. A few years ago tough newscasters would have blushed to report such things. Add to this the strong 

popularity with our kids of video and computer games that glorify killing. Is it any wonder there is no respect for life any-
more?  

The restraints on sex before marriage have almost disappeared today. In an effort to control the rampant number of 

teenage pregnancies, many schools are offering free condoms to any teen who wants them. The result of one survey 

shows that parents and students are more than 2-to-1 in favor of such distribution. According to one article more than 
half of high school teens are sexually active.  

In recent months and years there have been several nationally reported shootings in high school where teens have ran-

domly killed other teens.  

What's happening? Who's to blame?  
Of course, ultimately Satan is to blame. It is his studied plan to bring everything possible to bear on the inhabitants of 

earth that will cause them to turn far away from God. Besides, this satanic power enjoys hurting, maiming, and killing 

humanity in the most degrading way, thereby bringing sorrow to the tender heart of the great God of love and compas-

sion.  
Could it be that our families themselves must share responsibility for the woeful state of our society today? Have we as 

fathers and mothers in our homes allowed the society around us to dictate our values and standards? Our kids are de-

pending on us to guide them in the right direction.  

It has been said that most homes are run on three shifts--father on the night shift, mother on the day shift, and the chil-
dren shift for themselves!  

Recently Randy Maxwell wrote an "open letter to parents everywhere" that appeared in his local paper, in which he 

shared some thought-provoking comments. Here are a few excerpts:  

"As much as we want to blame Hollywood, the music industry, or whatever, we have to blame ourselves for allowing our 
culture--a culture that is drunk on violence and sex--to poison our children. We must protect our own children. Nobody 

else is going to do it....  

"There's no mystery here, parents, we've systematically permitted our violence-addicted culture to program our children 

through the cartoons, movies, video games, and music we pay for and allow them to ingest....  
"We've allowed strangers into our homes--strangers who have taught our children that killing is cool, that guns are pow-

er, that death is funny and to be watched with a Coke and a bag of popcorn....  

"You and I are going to have to take action to protect our kids. You want to cut the violence in our culture? Stop buying it 

for your kids.  
"I'm calling on parents everywhere to go on a nationwide boycott of violent records, violent movies, violent video games, 

and violent cartoons. If your kids have slasher and shoot-'em-up video games, get rid of them. If they have posters on 

their walls of rock, rap, or metal groups that glorify rape, sodomy, suicide, and drugs, take them down....Turn the chan-

nel from cartoons or programs that feature violence as something to laugh at.  
"And by the way, parent, that means you will need to boycott the body-blasting features yourself too. Kids won't tolerate 

hypocrisy. If it's bad for them, it's bad for you. If you're going to boycott some of it, boycott all of it.  

"This may all sound rather simplistic and naive, but listen: Filmmakers and record producers and Game Boy execs rush 

violent products to market for only one reason--because people buy them. People like us....  
"...Though we can't stop people from producing garbage, we can stop our children from eating it.  

"And if enough children stop eating it, there won't be any whatever."   (Continued next week.) 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..509 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….2,743 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         08/21              Kaylee DiBacco & Ariona Plumley                          Betty Jane DiBacco                      Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      08/14 - 08/20:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         08/20              Kathy Supak                                                       Nancy Zizunas 
         08/21              Betty Woods                                                       Don Woods                                 Mateo Hinkle 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Sunday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Parish Center after the 9:00 AM Mass. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary John-
son, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Sherry Burns, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, Darlene Sedmock and Pat Kotten.  

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time   

  Aug 15  Monday                               George White                              7:00 AM  Thomas 

  Aug 15  Monday                                                      Rev. John H. Fahey                12:00 Noon Parsons 
  Aug 15  Monday                 Mary Moore    7:00 PM  Thomas 
  Aug 16  Tuesday             Agnes Ann Ferruso            5:00 PM  Thomas     
  Aug 17  Wednesday        Rev. Pete A. Giannamore                    9:00 AM  Parsons 

  Aug 18  Thursday                                                       Connie DeLauder            5:00 PM  Thomas  
  Aug 19  Friday                                                             Joseph Deegan                      5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Aug 20  Saturday                                               Alice & Ray Dye                           9:00 AM  Parsons  
  Aug 20 SATURDAY VIGIL                                         Pamela Palmer               5:00 PM Thomas    

  Aug 21 SUNDAY                                                           Diane Ulch                                              9:00 AM Thomas    
  Aug 21 SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                                               11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


