
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

“Even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; 
your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves, make your-

selves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my 

eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, cor-

rect oppression; defend the fatherless, plead for the wid-
ow.” (Isaiah 1:15-17). 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  AUGUST 21, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $3327.46 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $913.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of SEPTEMBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 09/11/16; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 09/18/16.) 
(Low Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Sept. 04 - “ASK FATHER” after the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church 
Sept. 06 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory Conference Room 

Sept. 11 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild monthly meeting immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall  

Sept. 14 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Parsons 

Sept. 15 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Thomas 
Oct. 15 - LADIES DAY OF REFLECTION with the Dominican Sisters.  (It’s a Saturday - Save the date!) 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “canned potatoes.”  Each month 

we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

THANKS TO ALL 
I would like to thank Fr. Grassi and all the members of Our 

Lady of Mercy Church for your prayers and for coming to 

the funeral of my husband James F. Mason.  Please contin-

ue to pray for me and all of the James F. Mason family 
during this time of loss.   —Donna Mason 

 

BIBLE STUDY CLASSES 
Come to our weekly Bible study class on the “Gospel of 

John” this Tuesday, following the 5:00 

PM Mass in Thomas at 5:45 PM and on 

Wednesday, following the 9:00 AM Mass 
in Parsons.  All are invited to attend.  

 

VOTE PRO-LIFE! 
     “Planned Parenthood says their mission is to provide help, information, medical care, and to protect women. Bull. Their 

ignoble ‘business’ is the corruption of our kids. Their solvency is secured through the killing of children in the womb. They 

profit off the diseases and heartache our children suffer because they have done exactly what PP wanted them to do in 

the first place: have lots of sex. 
     A chaste couple waiting to have sex until marriage has no need for PP’s services. Single women who use the common 

sense God gave them and refrain from sex don’t need PP for anything. Teenagers who are encouraged to cherish their 

virginity, to treat each other with respect and care for their own bodies … properly have no need for anything PP has to 

offer. PP knows this. They know that modesty, abstinence, respect, virtue, and self-control are their enemies, and so their 
goal is to break down the innocence and purity of our kids as early as possible, to indoctrinate them into the immoral 

mindset that pushes them into having sex young and often, and then bullies them into believing abortion is the answer. 

We cannot effectively address the evil of abortion in the U.S. until we confront our culture’s worship of sex and the attack 

on our children’s innocence. The remedy is a sexual counter-revolution, led by people of moral courage and virtue. The 
blind cannot lead the blind.” 

        — Judie Brown 
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Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

VACATION 
By Marcellino D’Ambrosio 

Work is a four letter word, true.  But is it not a curse word.  As the jobless know all too well, gainful employment is a 

blessing.  Work is an important means to an even more important end . . . life. 

But unending work becomes a curse, leading to drudgery . . . even slavery.  Ebenezer Scrooge is an example of a person 
whose glum existence is nothing but work.  Scrooge totally loses all perspective in his obsession.  Work for him becomes 

an end in itself. 

Work takes up a majority of the waking hours of most people.  But the work day must be punctuated with a few minutes 

of diversion, fellowship and laughter from time to time.  We call this recreation.  The work year must also be punctuated 
with longer pauses for recreation.   Some of these pauses are holidays, often celebrated at home.  But another annual 

pause usually entails getting away from work and home for an extended time.  This we call vacation. 

A vacation, like a retreat, is bound up with the idea of getting away from normal, everyday life.  It is all about a total 

change of scenery and routine.  The point is to reconnect – with family, with friends, with God, with nature. New places, 
new people, new experiences means renewal, re-creation, restoration of a proper perspective where God is first, others 

are second, and I’m third.  The new experiences of a vacation can generate new insights, new ideas, even new solutions 

for problems at home, church, or work.  When we continuously spin our wheels at work and in the normal routine of life, 

we often dig ruts that get so deep that they bog us down and block our view.  Plodding along, we stagnate in a stressful 
and unproductive monotony.  Vacation has the potential to re-ignite both creativity and productivity.  And “getting away 

from it all” can often lead to renewed appreciation of “it all”– for family, hometown, and work. 

Vacation planning, however, often runs into obstacles such as lack of funds.   Two weeks in Europe or on a mountain ski 

slope might be a bit above budget.  One approach to a more affordable vacation is a “stay-cation” where people remain 
at home during their week or two off work.  But beware– if you use this time just to get projects done around the house, 

this is no stay-cation!  It will neither refresh you nor restore your vision.  If staying home is the only option, get creative 

about planning a series of day trips that provide the new experiences that are an essential part of a vacation. 

But actually, if you get creative, you may find that you really can afford to get away after all.  A college buddy and I once 
ended our summer jobs in mid-August with only a couple of weeks left before having to return to school. We desperately 

needed a vacation, but only had $35 each to spend.  Undeterred, we borrowed bicycles, strapped a tent and sleeping 

bags on our backs and began pedaling into the woods, expecting to catch our dinner in wilderness streams.  It turned out 

to be one of the greatest adventures of our lives. 
Another problem for some can be lack of companionship.  There was a summer in my single years when none of my 

friends had time off when I did.  I reluctantly tried a solo vacation with God, C.S. Lewis fiction and the summertime beau-

ty of coastal New England to keep me company.  It was amazingly energizing! 

Of course we usually go on vacation with close friends or family.  And this does entail some kind of a financial invest-
ment.  Is it worth it?  If the immediate benefits of stress relief and refreshment are not enough to make you answer in 

the affirmative, consider that the payoff of such a vacation goes far beyond short-term renewal of vision and enthusi-

asm.  Family vacations create shared memories, stories, and images that strengthen the bonds of love and bring delight 

for years to come.   Sometimes even vacation mishaps – when plans fail, tires go flat, and flights are cancelled – bring 
chuckles long into the future when they are retold year after year around the family dinner table. 

Keep in mind that for a Christian, natural blessings, like vacation, are transformed and elevated by faith. Vacation never 

means a vacation from prayer and Christian morality.  “What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas” stands for an approach to 

vacation that we frankly have to reject.  Even for the unbeliever, sin is never refreshing.  It eventually leads to sadness, 
weariness and boredom.  The Christian celebrates and enjoys the blessings of God’s creation on vacation, but all is sancti-

fied by prayer and thanksgiving.  While a vacation is not exactly the same thing as a retreat, vacation for a Christian 

should always mean not only rest and relaxation but a renewal of our relationship with God and a restored sense of voca-

tion. 
Some would protest that going away on vacation is a luxury.  It is a want, they say.  Not a need.  While vacation may not 

be necessary to survive, I maintain that it is necessary . . . to thrive. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..509 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….2,743 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         09/04              Becca Siler & Addie Buckley                                  Fred Sikarskie                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      08/28 - 09/03:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         09/03              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Kathy Supak 
         09/04              Mary Sagace                                                       Michelle Snyder                          Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Parish Center at 7:00 PM. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, 
Sherry Burns, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, Darlene Sedmock, Pat Kotten and Charles Siler.  

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time   

  Aug 29  Monday                                                         Donna Susman                                         7:15 AM  Thomas 

  Aug 30  Tuesday                   Jack Evans     5:00 PM  Thomas     
  Aug 31  Wednesday                V.J. Horowitz                 9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Sept. 01  Thursday                                                        Sheila Slater                5:00 PM  Thomas  
  Sept. 02 First Friday                                                  Martha Nichols                                                      1:00 PM  Cort. A 

  Sept. 02  First Friday                                   ADORATION & BENEDICTION   5:00 PM Thomas 
  Sept. 02  First Friday                                                  Joseph Fortini    6:00 PM Thomas 
  Sept. 03  First Saturday                                   Merce & Joe Gummerson                         9:00 AM  Parsons  
  Sept. 03 SATURDAY VIGIL                                          James Quattro           5:00 PM Thomas    

  Sept. 04 SUNDAY                                                   People of the Parish                                             9:00 AM Thomas    
  Sept. 04 SUNDAY                                                         Frank Mason                                 11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


