
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
 

“The Party of Life v. the Party of Death: 
 

Every single one of the 178 house Republicans voted 

against federal funding for abortion. 

224 Democrats voted for federal funding for abortion. 

Any real “pro-life” Democrat has to leave the party.” 
 

++ Fr. John Malloy, SDB 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  SEPTEMBER 04, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $3,976.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $700.50 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of SEPTEMBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 09/11/16; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 09/18/16.) 
(Low Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Sept. 11 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild monthly meeting immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall  
Sept. 14 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Parsons 

Sept. 22 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus DINNER meeting at 6:00 PM at Blackwater Lodge, Davis Room. 

Oct. 9 - Columbus Day dinner at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 

Oct. 14 - Pasta Fazool dinner sponsored by the 4th degree Knights 4:00—6:00 PM.  (More info later.) 
Oct. 15 - LADIES DAY OF REFLECTION with the Dominican Sisters.  (It’s a Saturday - Save the date!) 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “spaghetti & sauce.”  Each month 

we will let you know the items that are most  

needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

DIOCESAN SCHOLARSHIP ASSOCIATION 
 This weekend Sept. 11th parishes across the Diocese of 

Wheeling-Charleston will be asking their parishioners to 

continue to support the Diocesan Scholarship Association 

so that today’s youth might have the opportunity to attend 
Wheeling Jesuit University. 

 

BIBLE STUDY CLASSES 
 

Come to our weekly Bible study class on 
the “Gospel of John” this Wednesday, 

following the 9:00 AM Mass in Parsons.  

All are invited to attend.  

 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will resume  

their monthly meetings today, Sunday,  

September 11th immediately following the  

11:00 AM Mass. 

 

 

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS!! 
“Football Frenzy” tickets are now available.  

Help support the Knights of Columbus in this 

important fund raiser.  See any Knight for tick-

ets.   New this year!  “Buy two get one free!” 

 

 

OLM CCD CLASSES BEGIN  
Classes will begin today, Sunday Sept. 11th in Parsons at  

Our Lady of Mercy Church.  Fr. Grassi will have a brief CCD 

information meeting with parents after the 11 AM Mass.   

COMMUNITY PARISH PICNIC 
The Blackwater Ministerial Association is sponsoring a  

Community Parish Picnic this Sunday, Sept. 11 at 2:00 PM  

at the Knights of Columbus Park.  Please bring a dish to 

share for the Pot Luck!  This should be a very fun event.  
Hope to see you there! 
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Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..382 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….3,125 
(since May 2016) 

 

LADIES RETREAT COMING SOON!   
 A Ladies Retreat will be held on Saturday, October 15, 2016 at the St. Thomas Center.  The retreat will begin with Mass 

at 9:00 AM in the St. Thomas Aquinas Church and will continue in the Center until 4:00 PM.  The retreat will be run by the 

Dominican Sisters of Nashville.  All are strongly encouraged to attend.  Lunch and snacks will be provided.  

(Visiting priests will be available for Confessions) 

 

FR. RAOUL’S 10 STEPS TO JOYFUL PARENTING.  
 

1)  Always show your family a joyful you. Nothing is so depressing as a father or mother out of sorts.  
 

2)  Never weary in cheering your family with your smile. One smile from you will brighten them up and let their spirits 

expand. Give them the gift of a smile, hard though it be at times. 

 
3)  Amiably show the greatest interest in the smallest things. Everything that concerns those we love most in this world 

should be worthy of interest: the baby’s first tooth, the honor ribbon won at school, the 99th picture your daughter drew 

of a flower. It is in acknowledging the small things that you encourage them to go out and do bigger things. 

 
4)  Do not be overly severe or stark in the name of “religion.” If your home is Christian and each member of the family is 

learning to carry his cross, then it is essential to avoid making others suffer by too much austerity. Better to devote one-

self to procuring joy for others. 

 
5)  Be sure to treat all alike. Nothing is so disrupting to home life as favoritism for one child over another. The same 

measure for all! 

 

6)  Do whatever it takes to propagate a joyous spirit in the home. Henry the Fourth of France used to crawl around on all 
fours, with his children on his back, to enliven the family get-together. The son of a famous French playwright relates, 

“My father was never so happy as when he was free to spend a few days with us. Even in the presence of strangers, he 

dared to be a father; he belonged to all our games.” 

 
7)  Never begin an argument. Open discussion is a good thing, until it develops into bickering. A free exchange of ideas is 

always profitable; the children should even be encouraged to join in. It will develop in them a wise and discriminating 

mind and a habit of suspended judgment. 

 
8)  Be discerning in your choice of topics. What can be shared, speak of it openly. If something must not be told, then 

don’t tell it. Do not spoil their innocence with the discussion of unsavory and disturbing subjects.  

 

9)  Always act patiently and answer graciously. This is no small task. That it takes the “patience of an angel” to rule vigi-
lantly over the little world of the family is beyond question. A kind and gracious spirit is essential.  

 

10)  Loving much is the key to gain all. By good will, you will gain the hearts and souls of the members of your family 

without exception. 

 

These 10 secrets to joyful parenting are not easy steps, by any means. But with frequent recourse to the sacraments – 
especially confession and Holy Communion – you will achieve what so many others only hope for. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         09/18              Dee Oldaker & Lillian Plumley                               Joanne Sikarskie                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      09/11 - 09/17:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         09/17              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Nancy Zizunas                             
         09/18               Brittiny Cross                                                     Don Woods                                 Mateo Hinkle 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Parish Center at 7:00 PM. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, 
Sherry Burns, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, Darlene Sedmock, Pat Kotten and Charles Siler.  

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time   

   
  Sept. 12  Monday                                                          Mary Deegan                                          7:15 AM  Thomas 
  Sept. 13  Tuesday                   Adam Barb                      5:00 PM  Thomas     

  Sept. 14  Wednesday                     Fr. Dube                                       9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Sept. 15  Thursday                                                          Diane Ulch                 5:00 PM  Thomas  

  Sept. 16  Friday                                                          *Neal McDermott                       5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Sept. 17  Saturday                                 Honey, Vivian & Ulli Vachon                                 9:00 AM  Parsons  

  Sept. 17 SATURDAY VIGIL                                          Donna Susman         5:00 PM Thomas    
  Sept. 18 SUNDAY                                                   People of the Parish                                                9:00 AM Thomas    
  Sept. 18 SUNDAY                                                     Bill & Leah Marco                                     11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


