
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
 

“If you do not live and vote a Catholic  
conscience, then don’t complain that you 

live in a pagan nation.” 
 

++ Fr. Corapi ++ 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  SEPTEMBER 25, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $2,433.00 
Catholic University:  $398.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $803.00 
Catholic University:  $142.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of OCTOBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 10/09/16; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 10/16/16.) 
(Low Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Oct. 2 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

Oct. 4 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7 PM in the rectory conference room. 

Oct. 8 - Rosary Rally beginning at 12:00 noon at the Parsons courthouse square. 

Oct. 9 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild monthly meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass.  
Oct. 9 - Columbus day dinner in the Our Lady of Mercy church social hall beginning with social hour at 5:00 PM. 

Oct. 14 - Pasta Fazool dinner sponsored by the 4th degree Knights 4:00—6:00 PM.  (More info later.) 

Oct. 15 - LADIES DAY OF REFLECTION with the Dominican Sisters.  (It’s a Saturday - Save the date!) 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “chicken noodle / chicken rice 

soups.”  Each month we will let you know the items that 

are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

CHRISTMAS YARD & BAKE SALE!!! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will have a Christmas 

yard/bake sale on Saturday, November 5th.   

Please remember to save your unwanted items for this spe-

cial event!  More info later. 

 

COLUMBUS DAY DINNER NEXT SUNDAY!  
The Knights of Columbus, Thomas Council 2010, will have their annual Columbus Day dinner at Our Lady of Mercy Church 

social hall in Parsons on Sunday, October 9th, 2016 beginning with the installation of officers at 5:30, social hour immedi-

ately after, and dinner at 6:30.  The cost of the meal is $15.00 per person due no later than Oct. 2nd. If you plan to at-

tend please contact Terry Silk at 478-4899 or Jim and Nancy Nester at 478-4111 no later than Sunday Oct. 2nd. We need 

a head-count so we can purchase the proper amount of food. All Knights and their wives are invited to attend.   **JUST 
A REMINDER  All Knights please turn in your “Football Frenzy” tickets today, Sunday, October 2, 2016.  Thank you. 

LADIES RETREAT COMING SOON!   
 A Ladies Retreat will be held on Saturday, October 15, 2016 at the St. Thomas Center.  The retreat will begin with Mass 

at 9:00 AM in the St. Thomas Aquinas Church and will continue in the Center until 4:00 PM.  The retreat will be run by the 

Dominican Sisters of Nashville.  All are strongly encouraged to attend.  Lunch and snacks will be provided.  PLEASE SIGN 

UP ON THE SHEET IN THE BACK OF CHURCH (Visiting priests will be available for Confessions)  
 Sister Anna Wray, a native of Connecticut, entered the Dominican Sisters of Saint Cecilia in 2002.  After complet-
ing her initial formation at her community’s motherhouse in Nashville, sister taught apologetics, spiritual theology, and 
Church history in two Tennessee high schools.  In 2012, she was assigned to study philosophy at her alma mater, the 
Catholic University of America, where she currently teaches at the introductory level.  Sister is writing her dissertation on 
Aristotle’s account of contemplative thought. 

 

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY CRUSADE  
Please consider joining us for a Rosary of reparation this 

Saturday, October 8th at 12 noon in front of the  

Parsons Court House square.  

All CCD students are encouraged to attend!   



Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..270 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….3,744 
(since May 2016) 

 

**TODAY IS RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY** 
 

LOVE DOESN’T DIE: A MOTHER REMEMBERS HER DAUGHTER WITH DOWN SYNDROME 
by Tony Rossi  -   Shalom Tidings Aug/Sept 2016  

 

     “Love doesn’t die.”  That’s a quote from a letter we received at Christopher headquarters recently from a woman 

named Jean, and the story she told is one I’d like to share with you. 
 

     Jean is a longtime supporter of The Christophers, who found inspiration in our Christopher News Notes. She often 
quoted them in letters she would write to the sick members of her parish in order to lift their spirits. Today, Jean is living 

in a retirement facility herself, but she still keeps a stack of News Notes on hand. Her letter to us was prompted by a 

recent correspondence we sent her mentioning children with Down Syndrome. That’s a topic she knows first-hand, so she 

decided to tell us about her experience. 
 

     In 1950, at age 22, Jean gave birth to Susan, the first of her five children. But she heard the doctor and nurses speak-

ing quietly and sadly, and she wasn’t allowed to see her daughter. The doctor soon told her that Susan was “a Mongol-

oid,” the term that was used “before Dr. Down found the cause, an extra chromosome.”  
 

     Jean recalled, “My husband and I were told to place her in a state institution and tell everyone she died at birth. Days 
went by and social workers visited me trying to make my husband and I follow the doctor’s orders. The final straw was 

when they said, ‘Bringing her home would be an injustice to your neighbors, as she will lower the property value on your 

street.’ My husband and I shed tears and we shared our feelings that this baby was given to us by God, we could not 

throw her out! We asked my husband’s brother, Father Raymond Rolf—a diocesan priest, what we should do. He went in 
search of an answer and came back with good news.” 
 

     It turned out that there was a group of nuns in the Santa Barbara, California area that raised these children once they 

reached age five. The reason? Jean was told, “These children require the same care as any baby and should have the 

loving care of their parents for at least the first five years.” 
 

     That information was enough for the doctor to finally release Susan into her parents’ care. Jean said, “When I had her 
in my arms and was talking to her, she looked at me moving my lips like she wanted to respond and her eyes spoke with 

love. We knew she would stay with us and not leave us when she was five.” 
 

     Jean, her husband, and their children built a beautiful life together. While schooling for children with Down Syndrome 

didn’t exist back then like it does today, Jean taught Susan quite a lot and she was considered high-functioning. The one 
thing that came naturally to Susan was showing love and compassion to others. 
 

     Susan also enjoyed going to church, said Jean: “She loved music and when the organ began, she had to move – I 

called it ‘shoulder dancing’ and she never got the message that it was not OK with me. Now, I want to move my feet to 

some of the songs and think, ‘That’s a Susan thing’ – and realize that maybe her movements were not so bad.” 
 

     In 1995, Jean, now a widow, began having some health issues and worried that she might not be around to take care 
of Susan. She, therefore placed, her in a good facility for people with Down Syndrome, where Susan made friends with 

the other residents. As fate would have it, Susan was the one who passed away first, but her mother remembers her 

special child every day. 
 

     Jean said, “Susan taught us all many things. At her funeral three years ago, her four siblings stood up at church and 
said how they learned unconditional love from her…I thank God for the very special experience of having Susan and her 

brothers and sister who loved her dearly, as she did them. I continue to miss my husband and Susan, but am thankful for 

the wonderful years we had together. And I believe, ‘Love doesn’t die.’ I feel their love and expect to be reunited with 

them in Heaven. May the love of God dwell in all our hearts, that we, [like people with Down Syndrome], may share that 
love.” 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/christophers/author/tonyrossi/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/christophers/category/christopher-news-notes/


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         10/09              Dee Oldaker & Becca Siler                                    Fred Sikarskie                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      10/02 - 10/08:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         10/08              Rita Johnson                                                       Kathy Supak 
         10/09              Titi Ferguson                                                       John Ferguson                            Isaac Quattro  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Parish Center at 7:00 PM. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, 
Sherry Burns, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, Darlene Sedmock, Pat Kotten and Charles Siler.  

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time   

  Oct. 03  Monday                                                            Louis Conti                                            7:15 AM  Thomas 

  Oct. 04  Tuesday                   Adam Barb                           5:00 PM  Thomas     
  Oct. 05  Wednesday         Poor Souls in Purgatory                                9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Oct. 06  Thursday                                                           Pat Sagace       5:00 PM  Thomas  
  Oct. 07  First Friday                                                    Dorothy Breth                   1:00 PM  C. A. 

  Oct. 07  First Friday                                       ADORATION & BENEDICTION              5:00 PM  Parsons 
  Oct. 07  First Friday                                                        Mary Deegan    6:00 PM  Parsons 
  Oct. 08  First Saturday                                             Dick Sakal                                                          9:00 AM Parsons                                       
  Oct. 08 SATURDAY VIGIL                                             Alicia Nolan    5:00 PM Thomas    

  Oct. 09 SUNDAY                                                   People of the Parish                                     9:00 AM Thomas    
  Oct. 09 SUNDAY                                                     Judy & Neil Gutshall                                        11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


