
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Once you permit the killing of the unborn child, there will 

be no stopping. There will be no age limit. You are setting 

off a chain reaction that will eventually make you the  

victim.  Your children will kill you because you permitted 
the killing of their brothers and sisters.  Your children will 

kill you because they will not want to support you in your 

old age. Your children will kill you for your homes and es-

tates.  If a doctor will take money for killing the innocent 
in the womb, he will kill you with a needle when paid by 

your children. This is the terrible nightmare you are  

creating for the future.”    ~~ Dr. R. A. Gallop ~~ 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  OCTOBER 9, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $2,729.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $775.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of OCTOBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 10/09/16; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 
(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 10/16/16.) 

(Low Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Oct. 18 - Parish Council Meeting after 5PM Mass in Thomas 

Oct. 23 - Universal Mission Second Collection. 

Nov. 06 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “chicken noodle / chicken rice 

soups.”  Each month we will let you know the items that 

are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

CORTLAND ACRES BIRTHDAY PARTY 
The Our Lady of Mercy Guild is sponsoring the Cortland 

Acres October birthday party on thursday, Oct. 27, at 2:00 

PM.  If you plan on attending please arrive at 1:30 PM to 

help set-up.  All help is greatly appreciated. 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
  The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off large, medium and small Christmas baskets with a multiple variety 

of great gifts in each, including a $100 Wal-Mart card in the large basket, a $50 Wal-Mart card in the medium basket and 

a small Longaberger basket!  Be sure to get your $5 chance today!  Chances are also available in Parsons.   

***  3 baskets/3 chances to win!  *** 
Drawing will be Dec. 18th.  **All women are asked to donate items for the basket and drop them off by Sunday Dec. 4th.  

 

CHRISTMAS YARD & BAKE SALE!!! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will have a Christmas yard/bake sale on Saturday, November 5th beginning at 8 AM  

and we will stay open until business slows down.  If you would like to donate Holiday items as well as general items 

you may drop them off in the social hall between Sunday, Oct. 30th and Friday Nov. 4th between the hours of 8 AM - 7 

PM.  (No clothes or broken items please.)  If you would like to donate baked goods for the bake sale please drop 
them off on Friday or bring them to the yard sale on Saturday morning.    If you donate an item that does not sell and you 

would like it back please let one of the women know, otherwise all items that have been donated and not sold will be  

donated to local thrift shops. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Just a reminder to all parish council members that we will 

meet this Tuesday, October 18th, in the Rectory confer-

ence room in Thomas immediately following the 5:00 PM 

Mass.   Hope to see you there!  



Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..274 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….4,018 
(since May 2016) 

NEW ASSISTED DYING LAW WILL CLAIM UNINTENDED VICTIMS 
DR. WILL JOHNSTON  

The Carter decision to allow assisted suicide and euthanasia claimed that Canada could avoid abuses through careful guide-

lines and screening.  Experience proves otherwise.  Medically facilitated elder abuse by greedy relatives and medicalized sui-
cide for the depressed — a grim reality where this practice is legal — were supposed to be avoidable, said the judge, because 
of a superior medical culture in Canada.  The abuses of Belgium?  Not for us. Experience proves otherwise.  According to the 
new law, it will be five years before Canada's assisted suicide and euthanasia regime has to report back to the nation.  Two 

stories offer reasons why that report will fail to reveal those depressed patients, far from death, who are steered to suicide by 
others and by their untreated mental illness.  A friend, herself dealing with advanced ovarian cancer, heard from a neighbor 
that his wife was going to get assisted suicide.  The neighbor said they would be going to a doctor in Vancouver to get this 
done.  This baffled my friend, who had seen the woman outside her home, gardening.  The husband made other comments 

suggesting that his wife would be dead soon.  She had heart trouble.  My friend tipped off her own nurse to get community 
services involved and the suicidal woman's depression began to be addressed by a nurse and social worker.  This apparently 
able-bodied woman did not go to Vancouver right away — but she had been invited, as soon became clear.  I will let my 
friend's words testify to the end of that story: 

"A few days later the husband came over with a clipboard and a pen.  He started by saying, "Damn government did not pass 
the bill." He asked me to sign a form — that he needed two signatures for the doctor in Vancouver.  He stated that none of 
their family and friends would sign.  I almost passed out! 
Seriously.  I told him I would not sign.  He assumed that it was on religious grounds and I said no it was experiential.  He said 
"OK, then I will ask your husband."  I told him he had better not even bring it up! 
We went on a two-day visit to the grandsons and came back on June 7 (the designated day of the euthanasia) and his balco-
ny was draped in black crepe. 
Several days later I bumped into him at the mailbox and he complained that none of the neighbours had given condolences 
even though he made it obvious that [his wife] had "passed."  I asked him how he was and he said that his wife had a nice 
last day, that she liked the walk around the seawall. 
He also told me that he felt sorry for the poor doctor because she was so tired because she had so many euthanasias that 
day.  He and the boyfriend are now residing together in a big new travel coach parked elsewhere in the same trailer park and 
the Mustang has become the vehicle of preference and he sold his house.  No one talks to him..."  
This appears to be medical homicide as a solution to depression, apparently facilitated by a husband with other interests.  
Several weeks ago I was contacted by the wife of a young man with a neurological disease.  The man had been assured by a 
euthanasia-performing doctor in Vancouver that he qualified for an assisted suicide.  He was depressed and never ventured 
outdoors. 

At the patient's invitation I visited him in his shared room in a dingy nursing home, a place once described to me as "a pris-
on." He told me about his struggle to find a cure with massive doses of vitamins.  He was less disabled than, for in-
stance, Walter Lawrence, who works in Vancouver as an inspiring peer counsellor to spinal injury patients and others.  
But this patient had lost hope for the future and felt his existence was meaningless and that death was the only solution.  This 

death-focused tunnel vision defines a suicidal depression, and any able-bodied person would be given psychological help to 
relieve it.  This disabled man, who was nowhere near dying, was instead killed by a Vancouver physician. 
The physician's rationale for circumventing the law, reportedly given over the phone before she met or examined the patient, 
was that he could easily get bed sores and then die of infection, so that his death "was reasonably foreseeable."  

What surprised his wife was "how easy" it was for her depressed, self-isolated husband to be killed under the new re-
gime.  What seems obvious is that the whole nature of this death is not going to be reported to the Minister of Health or the 
Minister of Justice — there is no transparency to this system. Five years from now, the mandatory report is going to be full of 
bland and self-justifying statistics presented by the very doctors who have done the killing.  By sanitizing these medicalized 

suicides and homicides with the now-familiar euphemisms about "medical aid in dying," the uninvolved public will be reas-
sured that nothing has gone wrong. Canada has simply created a system which offers, and completes, suicide for people 
whose personalities, disabilities and personal situations put them at high risk for it.  Well over a hundred real people have died 
in the few months since the old law was discarded.  To complain that this was repeatedly predicted is to indulge in powerless 

understatement.                                             

https://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/14637/index.do
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/05/11/netherlands-sees-sharp-increase-in-people-choosing-euthanasia-du/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3141564/Belgian-doctors-healthy-woman-green-light-die-euthanasia-suicidal-thoughts.html
https://vimeo.com/123314321
http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/suicide/basics/causes/con-20033954
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/assisted-dying-tracking-numbers-1.3744347


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         10/23              Kaylee DiBacco & Dee Oldaker                             Joanne Sikarskie                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      10/16 - 10/22:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         10/22              Rita Johnson                                                       Beth Spencer 
         10/23              Brittiny Cross                                                       Diane Rader                               Nathaniel Rader  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except Jan., 

Feb., March) in the Parish Center at 7:00 PM. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, 
Sherry Burns, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, Darlene Sedmock, Pat Kotten and Charles Siler.  

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time   

   
  Oct. 17  Monday                                                      John Lou Barnett Jr.                                    7:15 AM  Thomas 

  Oct. 18  Tuesday             Jim & Mary Cassell                             5:00 PM  Thomas     
  Oct. 19  Wednesday                  Frank Mason                                             9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Oct. 20  Thursday                                                           Vivian Bozic               5:00 PM  Thomas  

  Oct. 21  Friday                                                             Jack Lambruno                         5:00 pm  Thomas  
  Oct. 22  Saturday                                                  *Bob & Eileen Spencer                                                 9:00 AM Parsons                                       

  Oct. 22 SATURDAY VIGIL                                          John Lawrence           5:00 PM Thomas    
  Oct. 23 SUNDAY                                                         Pat Sagace                                            9:00 AM Thomas    
  Oct. 23 SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                                          11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


