
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
If you choose to destroy: 

– the children born or unborn, you destroy love and the 

future 
– the sick or disabled, you destroy compassion 

– the elderly, you destroy wisdom, respect and the past 
 

Can we really do without these? Have you never been 

young, sick or injured? Will you never be old in someone’s 

eyes? Therefore, do unto others as you wish to have done 
to you.                  — Anne Bauer, M.D. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  OCTOBER 16, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $2,558.06 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $1,239.50 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of OCTOBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 10/09/16; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 
(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 10/16/16.) 

(Low Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Oct. 23 - Universal Mission Second Collection. 

Nov. 01 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s monthly meeting at 7 PM in the rectory conference room. 

Nov. 04 - First Friday Adoration, Benediction and Mass in Thomas, MANDATORY for CCD children. 

Nov. 06 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
Nov. 13 - Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “chicken noodle / chicken rice 

soups.”  Each month we will let you know the items that 

are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

 

CORTLAND ACRES BIRTHDAY PARTY 
The Our Lady of Mercy Guild is sponsoring 

the Cortland Acres October birthday party this 

thursday, Oct. 27, at 2:00 PM.  If you plan on 

attending please arrive at 1:30 PM to help set
-up.  All help is greatly appreciated. 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
  The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off large, medium and small Christmas baskets with a multiple variety 

of great gifts in each, including a $100 Wal-Mart card in the large basket, a $50 Wal-Mart card in the medium basket and 

a small Longaberger basket!  Be sure to get your $5 chance today!  Chances are also available in Parsons.   

***  3 baskets/3 chances to win!  *** 
Drawing will be Dec. 18th.  **All women are asked to donate items for the basket and drop them off by Sunday Dec. 4th.  

 

CHRISTMAS YARD & BAKE SALE!!! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will have a Christmas yard/bake sale on Saturday, November 5th beginning at 8 AM  

and we will stay open until business slows down.  If you would like to donate Holiday items as well as general items 

you may drop them off in the social hall between Sunday, Oct. 30th and Friday Nov. 4th between the hours of 8 AM - 7 

PM.  (No clothes or broken items please.)  If you would like to donate baked goods for the bake sale please drop 
them off on Friday or bring them to the yard sale on Saturday morning.    If you donate an item that does not sell and you 

would like it back please let one of the women know, otherwise all items that have been donated and not sold will be  

donated to local thrift shops. 

VISITING PRIEST 
Next weekend, October 28-29, Fr. James A. Schiffer will 

speak at all the Masses about a ministry providing direct 

relief to the poor throughout Latin America and the Carib-

bean.  Fr. Schiffer was ordained in 1971.  He served as a 
Catholic Chaplain in the U.S. Air Force for 22 years.  When 

he retired from the Air Force he served as a pastor for 11 

years in the Diocese of Albany.  
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Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..274 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….4,018 
(since May 2016) 

VOTING PRO-LIFE 

GRACE D. MACKINNON :  Grace MacKinnon is a syndicated columnist and public speaker on Catholic doctrine. She is the 

author of Dear Grace: Answers to Questions About the Faith published by Our Sunday Visitor.  
Dear Grace: In this election, many candidates seek our support. As Catholics, how can we support politicians who mix 
their stands and thus make it difficult to determine whether they truly represent our beliefs as Catholics? Should we vote? 
And is it a mortal sin to vote for a candidate who is pro-choice when his opponent is pro-life? 
 

Your questions, I am sure, reflect the concern of many Catholics and other Christians at this crucial time, so it is very 

good that you have written. Let us take up the question of whether or not we should vote, and then discuss the sinful-

ness of voting pro-choice.  

     It is true that sometimes it seems as though no particular party or candidate fully reflects our moral values, which 
makes it a challenging task for Catholic Christians to vote. But the fact that there are obstacles in our path does not mean 

that we should back away from our responsibilities as citizens.  

     In their 1999 statement titled Faithful Citizenship, the United States Catholic Bishops wrote the following: "As bishops, 

it is not only our right as citizens but our responsibility as religious teachers to speak out on the moral dimensions of pub-
lic life. As members of the Catholic community, we enter the public forum to act on our moral convictions, share our ex-

perience in serving the poor and vulnerable, and add our values to the dialogue over our nation's future. Catholics are 

called to be a community of conscience within the larger society and to test public life by the moral wisdom anchored in 

Scripture and consistent with the best of our nation's founding ideals. Our moral framework does not easily fit the catego-
ries of right or left, Democrat or Republican. Our responsibility is to measure every party and platform by how its agenda 

touches human life and dignity." 

     They went on to say, "For Catholics, public virtue is as important as private virtue in building up the common good. In 

the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue; participation in the political process is a moral obligation. Every 
believer is called to faithful citizenship, to become an informed, active, and responsible participant in the political process. 

We encourage all citizens, particularly Catholics, to embrace their citizenship not merely as a duty and privilege, but as an 

opportunity to participate in building the culture of life. Every voice matters in the public forum. Every vote counts. Every 

act of responsible citizenship is an exercise of significant individual power" (United States Catholic Conference, Living the 
Gospel of Life: A Challenge to American Catholics, no. 34). 

     On October 20, 2000, just before the presidential election, the Bishops of the four Roman Catholic dioceses in Massa-

chusetts issued an election statement calling on Catholics to exercise their "moral obligation" to vote and to recognize the 

"absolute centrality" of the protection of human life when choosing candidates on Election Day, Tuesday, November 7, 
2000. The truth of their statement has not changed and still holds today. 

     The following is part of their statement: "We all have a responsibility to become informed about the candidates and 

the issues so that our choices will be based on the truth and will reflect the principles of our faith and our nation. We wish 

to underscore the absolute centrality of the protection of human life. Support and promotion of abortion by any candidate 
is always wrong and can never be justified. We will never cease to denounce abortion and euthanasia and teach all Cath-

olics that to support those positions is to support death over life." 

     The Massachusetts bishops concluded by stating, "It is our responsibility to vote for candidates who will promote life 

and the culture of life over the culture of death. Such persons will care for all the people of this country, including the 
poor. Such leaders will support families in their choices and encourage communities to take up responsibility for bettering 

their own neighborhoods. Such leaders will show the world that we are a nation of peace and that we live in solidarity 

with all peoples and nations of this world. As Catholics, we stand for life. As citizens, we can do no less than vote for can-

didates who stand with us."  
     I hope that reading these statements from the U.S. Bishops will help clarify the serious responsibility we have to make 

our vote count. More than anything, we must protect and defend human life and support those who do. It is what God 

calls us to do always and everywhere. When we walk into the voting booth, we do not walk in alone. Christ walks in with 

us.  (Continued next week:  Is it a mortal sin to vote for a candidate who is pro-choice when his opponent is pro-life?) 

http://www.osvpublishing.com/cgi-bin/bookcatalog.filereader?3e52478904f95476273fcee51b320686+EN/products/1554


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         10/30              Addie Buckley & Ariona Plumley                            Betty Jane DiBacco                     Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      10/23 - 10/29:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         10/29              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Kathy Supak 
         10/30              Mary Sagace                                                       Michelle Snyder                           Wesley Snyder  

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 

sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 
Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 

the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, 
Sherry Burns, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, Darlene Sedmock, Pat Kotten and Charles Siler.  

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time   

   
  Oct. 24  Monday                                                                 -                                               No Mass 

  Oct. 25  Tuesday                       -                             No Mass     
  Oct. 26  Wednesday                      -                                                     No Mass  
  Oct. 27  Thursday                                                             -           No Mass  

  Oct. 28  Friday                                                                   -                               No Mass  
  Oct. 29  Saturday                                                          -               No Mass                                       

  Oct. 29 SATURDAY VIGIL                                       Hildegard Studer            5:00 PM Thomas    
  Oct. 30 SUNDAY                                                 People of the Parish                                              9:00 AM Thomas    
  Oct. 30 SUNDAY                                                         Bob Greaser                                        11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

