
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
Cardinal Arinze noted that he is often asked if a politician 
who votes for abortion should receive Holy Communion. 
He said his reply was, “Do you really need a cardinal from 
the Vatican to answer that?”  “Get the children for first com-
munion and say to them, somebody votes for the killing of 
unborn babies, and says, I voted for that, I will vote for that 
every time and these babies are killed, not one or two, but in 
millions, and that person says I am a practicing Catholic, 
should that person receive communion next Sunday?  “The 
children for first communion will answer that at the drop of a 
hat. You don’t need a cardinal to answer that.” 
                                   ++ Francis Cardinal Arinze 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  OCTOBER 23, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $1,504.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $950.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of OCTOBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday No Mass; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 
(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 11/20/16.) 

(Low Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Nov. 06 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

Nov. 09 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6 PM in Parsons. 

Nov. 13 - Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “chicken noodle / chicken rice 

soups.”  Each month we will let you know the items that 

are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off large, 

medium and small Christmas baskets with a multiple 

variety of great gifts in each.  Be sure to get your $5 

chance today!  Chances are also available in Parsons.    
 ***  3 baskets/3 chances to win!  *** 

Drawing will be Dec. 18th.   

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT ST. THOMAS CENTER 
Preparation is already underway for the 2016 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and people of the Davis and 

Thomas area.  This year the dinner will be hosted again in the St. Thomas Center.   Volunteers, donations of time, talents 

and gifts will be needed to provide the following:  baked sliced turkeys, dressing, pumpkin pies and bring them to the St. 

Thomas Center by 9 AM on Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 24; donations of money for green beans, butter, and gravy for 
the dinner; help to prepare and serve the meals starting at 9:30 AM in the kitchen at St. Thomas Center; help to deliver 

meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and Pineview apt.; a group of people to help wash dishes and clean up 

the Center.  If you plan on helping with any of the above mentioned items or you have any questions please call Kathy & 

Pat Kotten (866-6243).         

 

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY 
This weekend our parish will take up a Collection for the 

Archdiocese for Military Services (AMS).  The goal is 

to provide the sacraments—and the Word of Christ— to 

the men and women serving in our armed forces. 

VISITING PRIEST NEXT WEEKEND 

Please take note of the Mass schedule. 

Fr. Grassi is going on vacation over the next  

two weeks.   While he is away,  Fr. George Nedeff 

will be covering the Masses and Confessions on 
 the weekend of November 12th & 13th.   

Confessions will be at the usual times at both churches 

 

COVERED DISH DINNER NEXT WEEK 
There will be a covered dish dinner immediately following 

the 11 AM Mass in Parsons next Sunday, November 13th. 

Please come and enjoy an afternoon of delicious foods 

and your parish family to enjoy it with.  



Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..492 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….4,510 
(since May 2016) 

 

God keeps telling us it will be all right…   By:  Meg Hunter-Kilmer 

I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock, my fortress, my savior. My God is the rock where I take refuge, my shield, my 
mighty help, my stronghold. The Lord is worthy of all praise. When I call I am saved from my foes. –Psalm 18:2-4 

 

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and he who fears is not per-
fected in love. We love because he first loved us.-1 John 4:18-19 
 
My three-year-old niece has always been a bit of a fraidy-cat. When she was 2, she was so terrified of new people that 

when someone walked into the house she would screw her eyes shut and cling to whoever happened to be holding her. 

For 2 hours. Even when the stranger was my 95-year-old grandmother. 

She’s been working on it as she grows. Frequently, she’ll announce to her family that she’s “vewy bwave” because she 
can do scary things like have a ladybug land on her or play in the street all by herself (don’t worry, we explained the dif-

ference between brave and stupid). 

But with all her big talk, she’s still easily frightened. So I shouldn’t have expected the 4th of July to go smoothly. But we’d 

been talking about fireworks and she was a good distance away from the driveway where her father was setting them off. 
She seemed ready. 

Then the first Roman candle went off and so did Elizabeth, screaming in terror and fleeing for her life, past the carport 

and the garden and the cherry tree, running for the woods and anything that she could put between her and the terror of 

those fireworks. 
I chased her, of course, calling for her to come back, but she was having none of it. When I finally caught her, she clung 

to me like she’s never clone before—not even in the horror of a visit from a pleasant old lady—and sobbed, “Take me far, 

far away! Take me very, very far away!” 

It took a while—and a trip indoors where I promised to hold her for as long as she wanted—but eventually she was com-
forted. She was being held by someone she knew would keep her safe, and once she silenced the voices of fear in her 

head and listened to me instead, that was enough. 

This is the image I have of trusting God the way the psalmist does. The Lord tells me I’m going to be fine, he sets me up 

so that I’m safe, and then he starts to work. And I panic. I run like a bat out of hell, putting everything I can between me 
and whatever delightful (if scary) thing he had planned for me. And he doesn’t roll his eyes and leave me to my own de-

vices. He chases after me and catches me up and reminds me, again and again, that he will protect me. 

It’s hard for me to imagine the need for a fortress or a shield to protect me from my foes. But I know what it is to need 

strong arms holding me and a confident voice promising that the terror of this night won’t last forever. I need his love to 
cast out my fear. 

I always thought that this passage from 1 John was a challenge: if you love perfectly, you won’t be afraid. If you give 

your whole heart to Jesus, holding nothing back, you’ll trust him. And that’s true, but it’s not the whole truth. It’s not just 

our perfect love that casts out fear or we’d never know peace. It’s his perfect love that pushes our fear away. It’s his love 
that holds us, sobbing and afraid, and reminds us that he will protect us. 

As we’re held by his perfect love, we begin to love back. Because he loves us, we’re able to love him and trust him and let 

him be the rock, the fortress, the savior. 

Elizabeth’s fear didn’t change the world around her. Her dad kept setting off fireworks while her siblings shrieked and 
giggled in awe. The world kept shaking and the scary things didn’t go away. But she was held. 

So often our prayer is for God to take away the bad things, the fear of ISIS or cancer or a crazy person with a gun. In a 

world where some new terrifying thing is happening every time you pull out your phone, we just want God to fix it. But 

sometimes what we need isn’t for God to take away the ugly things but to hold us close. Sometimes what we need is for 
the scary things to happen so that we’ll run to God to hold us. Our love is imperfect so our fear will remain, but his per-

fect love will make up for much of it. Held in his strong arms, we will finally be free. 
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The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 

sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 
Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 

the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, 
Sherry Burns, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, Darlene Sedmock, Pat Kotten and Charles Siler.  

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time   

   
  Nov. 07 Monday                                                        -                                                    No Mass 

  Nov. 08 Tuesday                           -     No Mass          
  Nov. 09  Wednesday                                                     -                            No Mass 
  Nov. 10  Thursday                                                             -                                   No Mass 

  Nov. 11  Friday                                                                    -                                              No Mass 
  Nov. 12  Saturday                                                         -            No Mass                                            

  Nov. 12 SATURDAY VIGIL                                     Roy & Josephine Carr      5:00 PM Thomas    
  Nov. 13 SUNDAY                                                Virginia Ferruso Wilson                                               9:00 AM Thomas    
  Nov. 13 SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                                      11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

