
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
The fertility rate per woman in the United States is 1.7, 

which is below replacement level.  Yet pets outnumber 

children 4 to 1 in America. And new evidence shows that 

pets are being treated like human family members. There is 
something wrong here. Everyone knows that a nation with-

out strong and moral families gradually withers and dies. 

This is not an economic problem but a moral one that lies 

deep inside the soul of the nation. And what America needs 
is a return to order.   

—John Horvat, Vice-President, Tradition, Family and Property  

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  NOVEMBER 06, 2016  
St. Thomas: $3159.16 

Military Services:  $521.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $699.00 
Military Services:  $235.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of OCTOBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday No Mass; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 
(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 11/20/16.) 

(Low Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Nov. 13 - Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving Day 

Dec. 04 - “Ask Father” immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “canned fruit/canned  

vegetables.”  Each month we will let you know the items 

that are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off large, 

medium and small Christmas baskets with a multiple 

variety of great gifts in each.  Be sure to get your $5 

chance today!  Chances are also available in Parsons.    
 ***  3 baskets/3 chances to win!  *** 

Drawing will be Dec. 18th.   

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT ST. THOMAS CENTER 
Preparation is already underway for the 2016 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and people of the Davis and 

Thomas area.  This year the dinner will be hosted again in the St. Thomas Center.   Volunteers, donations of time, talents 

and gifts will be needed to provide the following:  dressing, pumpkin pies, cool whip and bring them to the St.  

Thomas Center by 9 AM on Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 24; donations of money for green beans, butter, and gravy for 
the dinner; help to prepare and serve the meals starting at 9:30 AM in the kitchen at St. Thomas Center; help to deliver 

meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and Pineview apt.; a group of people to help wash dishes and clean up 

the Center.  If you plan on helping with any of the above mentioned items or you have any questions please call  

Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243).         

 

THANK YOU 
I most sincerely thank everyone for their prayers, cards, 

and visits. I especially want to thank Fr. Grassi for his en-

couragement, comfort and visits. 

—Darlene Sedmock 

VISITING PRIEST TODAY 

Please take note of the Mass schedule. 

Fr. Grassi is on vacation this week.   While he is away,  

Fr. George Nedeff 

will be covering the Masses and Confessions  
 this weekend on November 12th & 13th.   

Confessions will be at the usual times at both churches 

 

COVERED DISH DINNER TODAY 
There will be a covered dish dinner immediately following 

the 11 AM Mass in Parsons TODAY, Sunday, November 

13th.  Please come and enjoy an afternoon of delicious 

foods and your parish family to enjoy it with.  



Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..492 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….4,510 
(since May 2016) 

REJECTING OUR FATHER, AND THE “OUR FATHER,” TOO 

The invitation to say the “Our Father” is one of the most beautiful, glossed-over treasures in the Mass: “At the Savior’s 

command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say.” 

Unworthy as we are to utter such intimacy — and when Christ first taught us to do it, what a foolhardy notion it must 

have seemed — we call him Father; we call him ours. 
What could be more daring? 

Perhaps to say, “I have no heavenly father.” 

These were the words I heard from my youngest brother in an email titled, “I don’t believe in God.” It hit me like a punch 

to the gut. 
There is nothing noteworthy about one more dejected, misanthropic millennial. But it’s noteworthy when he’s my brother, 

because I have seen God’s paternal hand leading him through life, endowing him with grace. My brother was called for a 

special purpose, even from his youngest years. 

At three years old on Christmas Eve, his furrowed brow peered over construction paper while his pudgy fist scribbled furi-
ously with a magic marker. While the rest of us had sugarplums and Legos dancing in our heads, he had the Birth in 

mind. And it was with gentle conviction that the youngest of us would demand to go to the nativity set at church to lay a 

newspaper-wrapped birthday card for baby Jesus, lying in the manger. 

Two years later, my family was rifling through possessions my mom was prodding us to collect for the homeless; I was 
pettily hoarding my clothes that no longer fit, while Keegan, with the authentic purity that could only come from someone 

who had just learned of homelessness, pulled his baby blanket off his bed, and sent it to those who clearly needed it 

more. 

And later that year when we entered my mom’s hospital room, as she lay sutured after a mastectomy, it would once more 
be tiny Keegan, moved by a holy haste and a divine knowledge, who would find a small scrap of skin untouched by tubes 

and tape and gently pat her while tears rolled down her cheeks. 

The stories are many and precious to me: him rolling out of bed on summer mornings for daily Mass, his desire to be a 

priest, his visits to the adoration chapel, his beautiful voice singing “Ave Maria” at my wedding. They gnaw at me like a 
painful reminder of how God sees him. 

When graduating from high school, I impishly asked him what the most important piece of advice he could give me was, 

and without a beat he said, “Ask without reserve.” 

How those words haunt me now; like an echo from the past they reverberate over the moments when De Sales and Aqui-
nas were replaced with Nietzsche and Hume. The trips to the chapel replaced by coffee with fellow skeptics. The sweet 

drawing of Jesus the shepherd in his bedroom stared at through increasingly ironic eyes. The fidgeting hands during fami-

ly prayers and rosaries. The discomfort. The smirks. The silence. 

It is difficult to reconcile the memories of my baby brother with the man in front of me saying, “I don’t believe in God”; 
difficult to hear him come to such a conclusion when his whole existence has been a stark contrast to godlessness.  

But my memories are God’s whispers to me of the way he sees my brother still, his beloved son. 

When we were given a filial relationship with our Creator, it wasn’t by our merit. It was Christ interceding, “Here am I and 

the children You gave me.” It is Christ who died on our behalf, who gave us the gratuitous incarnation and intimacy with 
the Father. We don’t earn His fatherhood; He just is our Father. 

So while my brother is telling me he no longer believes in God, God’s hands are on both our shoulders as the news is 

shared. 

While he strengthens his self-mastery through yoga, every breath in and out will still be the ruah that God breathed into 
him on his first day. And while he reads Nietzsche and every other philosopher on the planet, God will be still watching 

over him in his earnest pursuit. And God-willing, someday when he’s stumbled on Augustine, and he is out in his garden 

and has his falling-over conversion, God will lift his head up, look him in the eyes and say, “You are my son, you have 

always been my son. Come home.”  And we will say “Our Father” once again. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         11/20              Ariona Plumley & Kaylee DiBacco                          Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      11/13 - 11/19:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         11/19              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Beth Spencer 
         11/20              Betty Woods                                                       Diane Rader                                Nathaniel Rader                                

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 

sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 
Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 

the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Jean Lomanto, 
Joan Storck, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, and Charles Siler. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time   

   
  Nov. 14 Monday                                                        -                                                    No Mass 

  Nov. 15 Tuesday                           -     No Mass          
  Nov. 16  Wednesday                                                     -                            No Mass 
  Nov. 17  Thursday                                                             -                                   No Mass 

  Nov. 18  Friday                                                                    -                                              No Mass 
  Nov. 19  Saturday                                                         -            No Mass                                            

  Nov. 19 SATURDAY VIGIL                                            Nellie Uchic                           5:00 PM Thomas    
  Nov. 20 SUNDAY                                                        Adam Barb                                                  9:00 AM Thomas    
  Nov. 20 SUNDAY                                                   People of the Parish                                       11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

