
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Abortion is our problem, and the problem of every human 

being. We are one human family. Nobody can be neutral on 

abortion. It involves the destruction of an entire group of 

human beings! Just as we cannot be indifferent to the kill-
ing of a new born baby, so we cannot be indifferent to the 

killing of a preborn baby. We all share the responsibility for 

people who are in danger. Injustice to any person in this 

world is injustice to every person!”   
                               ++ Fr. Frank Pavone 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  NOVEMBER 13, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $1,078.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $591.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of OCTOBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday No Mass; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 11/20/16.) 

(Low Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Nov. 20 - **ATTENTION**  Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will meet immediately after Mass today. 

Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving Day 

Dec. 04 - “Ask Father” immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 

Dec. 11 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will meet immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “canned fruit/canned  

vegetables.”  Each month we will let you know the items 

that are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off large, 

medium and small Christmas baskets with a multiple 

variety of great gifts in each.  Be sure to get your $5 

chance today!  Chances are also available in Parsons.    
 ***  3 baskets/3 chances to win!  *** 

Drawing will be Dec. 18th.   

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT ST. THOMAS CENTER 
Preparation is already underway for the 2016 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and people of the Davis and 

Thomas area.  This year the dinner will be hosted again in the St. Thomas Center.   Volunteers, donations of time, talents 

and gifts will be needed to provide the following:  dressing, pumpkin pies, cool whip and bring them to the St.  

Thomas Center by 9 AM on Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 24; donations of money for green beans, butter, and gravy for 
the dinner; help to prepare and serve the meals starting at 9:30 AM in the kitchen at St. Thomas Center; help to deliver 

meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and Pineview apt.; a group of people to help wash dishes and clean up 

the Center.  If you plan on helping with any of the above mentioned items or you have any questions please call  

Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243).         

 

THANKS SO MUCH 
I would like to thank all my church family for the  

prayers, cards and acts of kindness during my surgery 

and recovery.  Thanks, Elsie Greaser 

 

WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL FOR? 
Some of our religious education students from Our Lady of 

Mercy were asked this question and this is a couple of their 

responses: 
 

I am thankful that a pro-life president was voted into office 

because now it is a possibility that the most innocent lives 
can be saved. 

 

******** 
 

I am thankful for Fr. Grassi because he turned our church 

into a reverent church and taught us things we would prob-

ably never have known.  He is always there if anyone needs 
to talk to him and he can help you work through your  

problems. 



Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..223 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….4,733 
(since May 2016) 

O ME OF LITTLE FAITH 
by Barb Lishko on Nov 30, 2015 in Evangelization, Featured, Live in Christ 

 

I guess you never know how little faith you have, until it is tested. Faith never grows, unless it is tested. I have found it to 

be a vicious lifelong cycle. I think I have faith, it gets tested, and I realize how little faith I have after all.  
I have been praying for something for what seems to be a long time. A “long time” in human terms is anywhere from 

fifteen minutes to decades. In actuality, when I have the benefit of hindsight, I can see where God may have been work-

ing in the background lining everything up, but I didn’t notice because I was too preoccupied thinking he wasn’t listening 

or doing anything. “Doing anything” meaning, what I wanted, how I wanted it, and when I wanted it done. 
I am pathetically impatient. 

Currently, I am seeing the fruit of what I consider to be about twelve years of praying coming to fruition in a series of 

unexpected rapid fire events. Okay, truth be told, it was really 8 years of whining and four years of determined praying, 

but you get it. Unpredicted circumstances have netted us a new pastor, new possibilities, and a renewed sense of hope-
fulness. Issues that had been stomped down, or placed in a permanent holding pattern are quickly seeing life. New ener-

gy and a real sense of leadership have taken a hold of the community. It is refreshing and at the same time, nothing we 

could have imagined. God’s ways often take us by surprise! 

Things can turn on a dime; we all know that. It seems like we wait ages for something to happen and then, boom it hap-
pens out of nowhere. I was reminded of that when just six months ago an encounter with a car almost ended my life. 

Each day when I drive to work I glance at the very spot where I laid on the pavement unconscious. I thank God, in his 

mercy, for giving me another chance to learn important life lessons, like patience, which I apparently will need three addi-

tional lifetimes to advance past even the most rudimentary lessons. I’m impatient even when learning patience.  
I want to see things change now. I think I know the best case scenario and of course, share my perspective of this with 

the Lord. I know he has a sense of humor because he doesn’t entertain any of my ideas. “For my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, nor are your ways my ways…” Just last week he reminded me of that passage from Isaiah 55:8. I didn’t think 

he was listening. Apparently he was. 
What I am beginning to realize is that life is like a playground. It is the place where we can play out possibilities, make 

mistakes, skin our knees, and get put in time out as we work out life. God can make lessons out of mistakes, heal the 

wounds of bad choices and open doors that were previously shut. Pope Francis likes to say, let God surprise you.  

I like surprises. I just hate waiting for them. 
As I pray the Rosary or read the Gospels it has occurred to me how much joy and sorrow are intermingled. Life, in reality, 

is bittersweet. There are times to wait, to celebrate, and to mourn. For example, teenage Mary is pregnant with the Son 

of God! Scary but great news. The Son is born and with it, the limitless joy of holding your newborn. Then the news 

about a sword of sorrow piercing her heart. While you are at it, pack with haste and head to Egypt for the child’s life is in  
mortal danger. All this just in the first couple of years, and didn’t get better for long from there. Over and over there is 

good news and great joy, coupled with immense sorrow, and pain. 

God doesn’t ask us to endure anything that he didn’t ask of his beloved Son and his family. There is a lesson in this for us 

all and reminds me of one of my favorite prayers by St. Teresa of Avila: 
Let nothing disturb you, Let nothing frighten you, All things are passing away:  God never changes.  Patience obtains all 

things Whoever has God lacks nothing; God alone suffices. 
 

“Patience obtains all things.” Thank you Lord for loving me enough and giving me the time to learn the hardest lessons 
which grow my tiny molecule-sized faith. Teach me patience and trust in you. 
 

Barbara Lishko works full time as a Lay Catholic Marriage Minister. She and her husband Mark, an ordained Deacon, have 
been married for 35 years and are blessed with five young adult children, whose lives grow and expand through marriage 
and grandchildren.  
 

Through the inspiration of her family, work in the Catholic Church and wacky life experiences her dream of writing was 
born. She is the recipient of the Diocese of Phoenix St Terese of Lisieux award.  

http://www.catholiclane.com/o-me-of-little-faith/
http://www.catholiclane.com/author/blishko/
http://www.catholiclane.com/category/learn-live-the-faith/evangelization-learn-live-the-faith/
http://www.catholiclane.com/category/featured/
http://www.catholiclane.com/category/learn-live-the-faith/live-in-christ/


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         11/27              Becca Siler & Addie Buckley                                 Betty Jane DiBacco                      Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      11/20 - 11/26: Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau  

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         11/26              Rita Johnson                                                       Kathy Supak 
         11/27              Mary Sagace                                                       Don Woods                                 Wesley Snyder                                

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 

sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 
Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 

the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Jean Lomanto, 
Joan Storck, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, and Charles Siler. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe   

   
  Nov. 21 Monday                                                           *Rita Johnson      7:15 AM  Thomas                

  Nov. 22 Tuesday                         Dr. John L. Kotchick Jr.      5:00 PM  Thomas                       
  Nov. 23  Wednesday                                                     Rhoda Kotten    9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Nov. 24  Thursday  (Thanksgiving Day)                  *Janice Brunett    9:00 PM  Thomas 

  Nov. 25  Friday                                                             George White       5:00 PM  Thomas  
  Nov. 26  Saturday                                                          Frank Mason        9:00 AM  Parsons                                          

  Nov. 26 SATURDAY VIGIL                                    Moore & Fortini Families                              5:00 PM Thomas    
  Nov. 27 SUNDAY                                                        Pat Sagace                                                  9:00 AM Thomas    
  Nov. 27 SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                                       11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

