
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
My Body – My Choice…? 

The preborn child has her own space capsule – the Amniot-

ic Sac…She has her own lifeline – the Umbilical Cord, and… 

She has her own Nourishment and Excretory System – the 
Placenta.  These all belong to the child herself and not to 

her mother.  All these organs and systems developed from 

the child’s own original fertilized cell.  What about your 

child’s Choice to Live?  Thank you to my source:  
http://www.physiciansforlife.org/ 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  NOVEMBER 20, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $1,259.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $724.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of NOVEMBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday No Mass; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 11/20/16.) 

(Low Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Dec. 04 - “Ask Father” immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 

December 8/9 - National Night of Prayer for Life beginning at 9 PM Thursday to 1:00 AM Friday at St. Thomas. 
Dec. 11 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will meet immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 

Dec. 15 - Trip to Elkins for the Franks Family Christmas Show.  All are welcome.  Signup sheet and more info. soon.  

Dec. 18 - Covered dish dinner on Sunday, December 18th following the 11 AM Mass. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “canned fruit/canned  

vegetables.”  Each month we will let you know the items 

that are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off large, 

medium and small Christmas baskets with a multiple 

variety of great gifts in each.  Be sure to get your $5 

chance today!  Chances are also available in Parsons.    
 ***  3 baskets/3 chances to win!  *** 

Drawing will be Dec. 18th.  **All women are asked to 

donate items for the basket and drop off by Dec. 4th. 

                          50/50 RAFFLE 
The Knights of Columbus council is selling 50/50 raffle 
tickets!  If you are interested in purchasing any tickets 

please see one of the Knights after Mass.  The drawing 
will be held on Sunday, December 11th. 

27th ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE / DECEMBER 8/9, 2016     

Just as Jesus became Man at His conception, likewise, when a child is conceived, he/she becomes one of our human  

family.  This little person now dwells among us.  So that our nation and world may accept this truth, and conform to God’s 

Laws….COME PRAY WITH US! Join in Prayer across America to seek the Lord’s mercy and restore life, liberty, the faith 

and the family! “If my people...humble themselves and pray, and seek my presence and turn from their evil ways, I will 
hear them from heaven and pardon their sins and REVIVE THEIR LAND” —2 Chronicles 7:12.  America needs the 

Blessed Mother's intercession!   

St. Thomas Aquinas Church — December 8/9, 2016 — 9:00 PM Thursday to 1:00 AM Friday. 

National Hour of Unity is 12:00 AM to 1:00 AM. 

 
       WOMEN’S GUILD  

       CHRISTMAS PARTY! 
             Our Christmas Party will be held on Wednesday,                                  

                December 14th at 6:00 PM in the Social hall.  All              
              women are asked to bring a general exchange                  

              gift ($5 - $10) and finger foods.  All women of 

the parish are invited. 

Our Parish Family mourns the death of Fr. Seamus 

Maguire who was pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas and Our 
Lady of Mercy from 1989 to 1993.  Fr. Maguire died on 

November 17.  “Eternal rest grant unto him  O Lord, and 

may perpetual light shine upon him.”  Pray for his soul.   

http://www.physiciansforlife.org/


Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..223 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….4,733 
(since May 2016) 

The Bag Lady and Thanksgiving Dinner 
                                                                    by Ed Price  Submitted by Richard 

It was very cold and a light snow was falling as young Jimmy Dorche piloted his Ford Escort down the street toward the 
city park. Snow on Thanksgiving was a rarity in this part of the country and it caused almost as much excitement as the 

traditional turkey dinner, the traditional afternoon of football, or the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade on television. But 

none of these things were on 17-year-old Jimmy's mind at the moment as he carefully maneuvered his car over the black-

top. He had his own tradition to tend to and what he was looking for he would probably find in the deserted park.  
Usually bustling with activity, even on cold days, the park was practically empty now. Everyone was home with friends 

and family enjoying their Thanksgiving turkey. Jimmy was tempted to have a bit more dinner himself, but his second 

helping sat on the car seat beside him along with a big hunk of Mom's homemade pumpkin pie and a Thermos bottle of 

hot coffee. Jimmy wouldn't succumb to temptation and eat more today.  
For the past two years, Jimmy had established a tradition for himself. He had never suffered a hungry day in his life. The 

son of an unwed teenaged mother, he was given up for adoption as an infant and was taken in by a Christian family. 

When he was fifteen, to honor his Lord as well as his parents, he decided to take his second helping of Thanksgiving din-

ner to the park to share with a homeless man or woman.  
His first year, he had found a man who had been on his own since he was thirteen. In the summer he worked odd jobs, 

but in winter he lived at the local rescue mission where he earned an occasional dollar by cleaning up the place. The sec-

ond year, he shared his Thanksgiving dinner with an elderly man whose wife had died long before and his children had 

moved to another city. They never contacted their father nor offered to help him in any way. "I reckon they're ashamed 
of me," the rheumy old man had said.  

Throughout the year, Jimmy often thought about the two men. He had gone to the mission to try to find them, but they 

were gone without a trace. Now Jimmy wondered who he would meet this Thanksgiving.  

As soon as he arrived at the park, he saw a ragged woman sitting hunched over on the bench of one of the heavy con-
crete picnic tables provided by the city. She wore an old battered red coat and a dark wool cap over her matted, graying 

hair. Close beside her was the tattered bag that carried all her worldly possessions.  

Jimmy pulled the car into a parking place and got out. He took the covered dishes and the Thermos bottle from the front 

seat and began walking toward the bag lady. When he stood in front of her, she jumped as if she had suddenly been 
awakened from dozing. She looked up at Jimmy. Suddenly her eyes brightened and she started to speak but, instead, she 

lowered her head and stared at the frozen ground.  

"God bless you, ma'am," Jimmy said, smiling. "I have brought you some Thanksgiving dinner. Would you do me the hon-
or of sharing it with me."  

The woman looked at the food. She was very hungry -- she hadn't eaten since last night's dinner at the mission. She nod-

ded and Jimmy served her food, uncovered the plates, put a napkin and silverware on the cold concrete picnic table, and 

poured her a steaming cup of coffee from the Thermos. Then he watched her as she ate. Although it was very cold in the 
park, he felt warm inside. The God of love was clearly at work within him. He loved his tradition and he intended to con-

tinue it -- and more -- for the rest of his life.  

When the woman had finished, he cleared the table and put the dishes into a pile. He poured another cup of coffee into 

her Styrofoam cup and closed the Thermos. Then he reached into his wallet and pulled out a twenty dollar bill. He thrust 
the money into her gnarled hand. Then he reached over and kissed her lightly on the forehead.  

"May God richly bless you, ma'am," he said softly. "And thank you for giving me the honor of sharing my Thanksgiving 

dinner with you." With that, Jimmy picked up his dishes and returned to the car.  

She had stayed in the city purposely to see him grow, but remained carefully in the background and out of sight so she 
would not embarrass him or cause him pain. Her own life was a shambles -- time spent in state mental hospitals and, at 

other times, living on the streets. But she had seen him grow into manhood and was very proud of his many accomplish-

ments. Today, she had longed to tell him who she was, but could not bring herself to do it. Instead she thanked God that 

He had so richly blessed her today, in spite of her trials.  
Tears welled up in her eyes. She had seen her son on Thanksgiving and he had loved his mother.  

 

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR FORMED YET? 
FORGIVEN: The Transforming Power of Confession. 
The latest addition to the Augustine Institute library of sacramental preparation programs, FORGIVEN carefully explains 

the Church's teaching on the Sacrament of Reconciliation, including a practical "walk through" of what happens in the 

confessional and how every moment connects to Scripture, Tradition, and God's passionate desire to be with us.  
Not signed up?  That’s OK, just go to www.Formed.org • Enter our PARISH CODE on the homepage.   *Please call the 

Parish Office for the parish code (304-463-4488)   • Create a personal account with your user name/email and password 

and enjoy!  It’s that easy! 

 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         12/04              Becca Siler & Addie Buckley                                 Betty Jane DiBacco                      Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      11/27 - 12/03:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         12/03              Kathy Supak                                                       Beth Spencer 
         12/04              Titi Ferguson                                                       John Ferguson                            Isaac Quattro                                

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 

sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 
Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 

the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Jean Lomanto, 
Joan Storck, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, and Charles Siler. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
First Sunday of Advent   

  Nov. 28 Monday                                                             Isabel Ditota         7:15 AM  Thomas                
  Nov. 29 Tuesday                             Virginia Johnson      5:00 PM  Thomas                       
  Nov. 30  Wednesday                                                   Michelle Fratino    9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Dec. 01  Thursday                                    Pat Sagace    5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec. 02  First Friday                                                  Martha Nichols          1:00 PM  C.A.  

  Dec. 02  First Friday                                        ADORATION & BENEDICTION   5:00 PM Parsons 
  Dec. 02  First Friday                                                    Joseph Leo Siler    6:00 PM  Parsons 
  Dec. 03  Saturday                                                        *Hayden Fratino           9:00 AM  Parsons                                          
  Dec. 03 SATURDAY VIGIL                                       Regina Jeran Mattox                                         5:00 PM Thomas    

  Dec. 04 SUNDAY                                                   People of the Parish                                            9:00 AM Thomas    
  Dec. 04 SUNDAY                                                     Fr. Seamus Maguire                                     11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

