
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“It’s not considered appropriate to show pictures of a baby 

killed by abortion, but it is considered appropriate to do noth-
ing to stop the killing of those babies in the picture. The 
problem with the Holocaust wasn’t the sickening pictures of 
bodies stacked like cord wood. The problem with the Holo-
caust was the evil the pictures simply pointed out. If some-
thing is too horrible to look at, shouldn’t it be too horrible to 
defend and too horrible to ignore?  But the truth is: These 
are babies even before they look like babies. Science and 
Scripture tell us the same thing about when human life be-
gins.”  — Randy Alcorn 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  DECEMBER 11, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $1,955.00 
Retirement Fund for Religious:  $1,097.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $843.00 
Retirement Fund for Religious:  $335.54 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of DECEMBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 12/11/16; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 12/18/16.) 
(Low Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Dec. 18 - Covered dish dinner on Sunday, December 18th following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

December 24 - Christmas Pageant in Parsons beginning at 6:00 PM followed by Mass at 6:30. 

December 24 - St. Thomas Christmas choral program at 11:30 PM followed by Mass at Midnight. 

January 1 - Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God. 
January 8 - Epiphany pot luck dinner at Our Lady of Mercy church immediately following Mass. 

January 11 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 

January 15 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “canned potatoes or canned 

mixed veggies.”  Each month we will let you know the 

items that are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF WEST VIRGINIA 
     Many of our poor and vulnerable West Virginia neighbors face the same challenges we face, but without the same 

resources to cope with those challenges.  Many times they live in a world of despair and isolation.  Your annual gift to 

Catholic Charities WV can change a world.   Please consider making an annual gift to Catholic Charities WV  during the 

second collection at Mass on the most joyous of days - Christmas. 

 
 

COVERED DISH DINNER TODAY 
We will have a covered dish dinner today Sunday,  

December 18th immediately following the 11 AM Mass  

in Parsons.  All are invited to attend! 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
If you would like to make a donation  

towards Christmas flowers in memory of 

loved ones, envelopes are available at the 

back of the church. 

 

BAKE SALE TODAY! 
The Society of St. Thomas Women will be having a  

Christmas cookie bake sale after the 9:00 AM Mass on  

Sunday, December 18th.  A delicious assortment of cookies will be offered for $5 per dozen.   

This is a great way to supplement your own Christmas baking!  
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Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..230 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….4,963 
(since May 2016) 

 

The Christmas Tree:  The early Christian church condemned the practice of decorating trees at Christmas, citing 

Jeremiah 10:3: “For the customs of the peoples are false:  a tree from the forest is cut down...people deck it with silver 

and gold.”  Ancient peoples viewed trees as signs of rebirth, immortality, and protection against evil spirits.  Thus, Tertul li-

an protested the fact that early Christians mimicked the pagan practice of decorating their homes with wreaths and lamps.  

According to one legend, St. Boniface cut down an oak tree in the presence of newly baptized Christians to demonstrate 
that such pagan practice was giving way to Christianity.  After being cut, the tree split into four pieces to show an ever-

green growing from the stump: “A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse.”  Along with being signs of God’s constant, 

ever-green love, Christmas trees symbolize the wedding of the divine and human realms as they reach into the earth and 

point to the heavens. 
 

The Christmas Creche:  Francis of Assisi is credited with fashioning the first Christmas Creche to honor the birth of 

Christ.  Francis was visiting the mountainside town of Greccio, Italy and obtained permission from the pope to celebrate 

Christmas there in a special way.  The Franciscan hermitage chapel was too small for the congregation, so he set up the 
altar in a niche of rock near the town square.  Francis then constructed a manger.  Another account says that a soldier 

who had given up war to follow Christ had a vision of a radiant infant sleeping peacefully in the manger.   
 

THE THREE MASSES:  The Roman liturgy assigns three Masses to the Christmas feast:  Midnight Mass, Mass at 

dawn, and Mass during the day.  The evolution of these liturgies is uncertain and likely the result of several factors.  The 

Church in Jerusalem held a yearly midnight vigil in Bethlehem that inspired Pope Sixtus III to celebrate a Midnight Mass.  

There is also evidence of a custom in Rome in which major feasts were celebrated during the night and again toward 

dawn.  A Mass in honor of St. Anastasia, whose feast was the same day, gradually evolved into a Christmas day Mass.  
The three Masses were initially reserved for the Pope, but the practice gradually became widespread. 
 

THE CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION:  The Christmas proclamation is a poetic declaration of the birth of Christ 

placed in the context of salvation history.  Its origin is the Roman Martyrology, the official Church record of all the saints 

celebrated in the Roman Rite.  It was a long standing tradition to read or sing the proclamation at the beginning of Mid-

night Mass, but the practice was discontinued during the Vatican II liturgical reform.  Pope John Paul II restored it to the 

Vatican celebration of Midnight Mass during the 1980’s and many parishes have since followed suit.  The proclamation 
concludes with the climactic declaration:  “Today is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.” 

Prepare your soul for the Prince of peace! 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Confessions will be available 30 minutes before all  

Masses and at 5:00 PM on Christmas Eve at Our Lady of Mercy  
and before Midnight Mass and the 9 AM Mass at St. Thomas  

(or by appointment.)  

 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The child born to Jesus and Mary was named Emmanuel, 

which means “God is with us.”  Every child is EMMANUAL, 

REMINDING US “God is with us.”  Children are signs of 

God’s continuing presence in our lives. 

THANK YOU! 
Thanks to all at Our Lady of Mercy Church who made 

cookies for the Christmas Food Pantry baskets, your time 

and efforts are greatly appreciated.  **Please continue to 

remember the Food Pantry during this Advent & Christmas 
season.  Food is especially needed this time of year.** 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         12/24              Dee Oldaker & Kaylee DiBacco                             Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      12/18 - 12/24:  Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         12/24              Rita Johnson                                                       Don Woods                                Wesley Snyder 
         12/25              Mary Sagace                                                       Nancy Zizunas                                                         

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 

sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 
Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 

the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Jean Lomanto, 
Joan Storck, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, and Charles Siler. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Fourth Sunday of Advent   

   
  Dec. 19 Monday                                                 Sandra Kay Turvey McGinnis                   7:15 AM  Thomas                

  Dec. 20 Tuesday                           Charlotte Thurston            5:00 PM  Thomas                       
  Dec. 21  Wednesday                                                    Michael Durkin                                     9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Dec. 22  Thursday                                                             Vivian Bozic                                5:00 PM  Thomas 

  Dec. 23  Friday                                                          *David Ferguson     5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec. 24  SATURDAY  (Christmas Vigil)                 Jim & Betty Oldaker          6:30 PM  Parsons                                          

  Dec. 24 SATURDAY (Midnight Mass)                  Mary Christine DiBacco                                                  Midnight Thomas    
  Dec. 25 SUNDAY (Christmas Day)                        People of the Parish       9:00 AM Thomas    
  Dec. 25 SUNDAY  (Christmas Day)                              NO MASS                                No Mass in Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

