
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 

The Eternal Being, who knows 

everything and who created the 

whole universe, became not only 

a man but a baby, and before that 

a fetus in a woman's body." 

—C.S. Lewis   

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  DECEMBER 18, 2016  
 

St. Thomas: $2,663.81 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $813.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of DECEMBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 12/11/16; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 12/18/16.) 
(Low Mass) 

 
EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

January 1 - Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God. 
January 8 - Epiphany pot luck dinner at Our Lady of Mercy church immediately following Mass. 

January 11 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 

January 15 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “canned potatoes or canned 

mixed veggies.”  Each month we will let you know the 

items that are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

                                 CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS 
We would like to thank everyone who gave donations towards our Christmas flowers this year.  The flowers 

adorning the altar at St. Thomas Aquinas this Christmas season are in memory of the Avona & Pratt Fami-

lies,  George “Bud” & Lucille “Lou Watring, Jack Evans, Nina Johnson, the Morvay family, Garla & Rob Stu-

der, Lucille & Tony Kotten, Willie & Betty Pinella, Gene & Eva Randolph, Antonia Sedmock,and Connie 
DeLauder.  The flowers adorning the altar at Our Lady of Mercy are in memory of Bob Greaser, Edward & 

Doris Silk, Frances & Arley Mason, Ben & Lela Long. 

 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF WEST VIRGINIA 
     Many of our poor and vulnerable West Virginia neighbors face the same challenges we face, but without the same 

resources to cope with those challenges.  Many times they live in a world of despair and isolation.  Your annual gift to 

Catholic Charities WV can change a world.   Please consider making an annual gift to Catholic Charities WV  during the 

second collection at Mass on the most joyous of days - Christmas. 

THANK YOU 
The Society of St. Thomas Women thank all the ladies of 

the Parish for the basket items donated and the cookies 

baked for the bake sale.  These fund raisers were an 

ENORMOUS success thanks to everyone who purchased 
tickets or cookies.  A special thanks for the help from OLM. 

THE WINNERS ARE... 

Knights of Columbus Christmas 50/50 winner:  Mike Goss 
The Three Baskets of the Society of St. Thomas Women: 

Large:  Ann Cangley 

Medium:  Cheri Platt 

Small:  Barbara Worden  



                       IN SEARCH OF CHRISTMAS  By Pierre L'Ermite 
   One Christmas night, Our Lord, denying Himself the comfort of visiting those households where He knows He is loved, came 

down into the midst of a modern city to see what sinners were doing. 
   Everyone was celebrating. Christ encountered a policeman completely engrossed in directing traffic in a busy plaza. 
Christ stepped up to him and asked, “What does this holiday of Christmas mean?”  The policeman eyed Him: “Where do you 
come from?”  “From Bethlehem.”  “Where?”  “Bethlehem.”  “Oh? Wherever that is. Anyway, don’t you know that Christmas is a 
holiday for kids?   “What is the origin of this holiday?”  “Look, you ask too many questions. Can’t you see I’m very busy? If  you 

want to know more, go ask the chief.” 
   Every store glittered with worldly displays. Really, what was behind it?  Christ paused by a restaurant advertising “Christmas 
Party — $50.00.” Ladies and gentlemen in elegant evening attire were entering the place.  He stepped inside.  Tables, covered 
with white linen and lighted with red and green candles, were arranged in rows. Bottles of champagne, with gilded foil about 

their necks, nestled in ice-filled silver pails.  A woman, turning around and seeing Our Lord, gestured indignantly at one of the 
waiters: “What is this? You let panhandlers in here?”  The waiter, a young man of twenty or so, rushed over to Him. “What are  
you doing in here?” he demanded. “Begging is permitted only out on the sidewalk!”  Christ studied the young man. “If only 
you knew what it is that I am ‘begging’ for…”  But He was already being shoved out into the street — as the woman playing 

the piano sang, “Peace on earth and mercy mild.” Not even the Roman soldiers had been so hasty. 
   Outside, Christ allowed Himself to be swept along by the throng that flowed like a river between the stores and markets. He 
saw toys, and more toys, everywhere, and a few Santa Clauses, but rarely a manger scene.  Our Lord then caught sight of a 
married couple carrying a few small, precious bundles. They seemed to be good, middle-class, peace-loving souls, hurrying 

somewhere to celebrate Christmas.  Christ followed them, invisible to their eyes. They entered their home and climbed the 
staircase to their apartment, where others had already gathered. He watched as they opened bottles, served pastries, and 
then as they ate and drank.  “Imagine,” said one, “just for a change of pace, I went to Midnight Mass!”  “Oh?” said another,”  
barely considering the remark, “And how was it?”  “Well, it wasn’t as pleasant as a good concert, but quite amusing neverthe-

less. Saw a number of friends there…”  The apartment had neither a crucifix nor a manger scene. Christ could not long endure 
the senseless conversation, so He turned away and slowly descended the staircase. 
   A short distance down the road, Our Lord found Himself near the playground of a large school. Above the gate a prominent 
sign proclaimed, “Christmas Party for the Children of District 10.”  Ah, children, little children! Our Lord went in. There were 

hundreds of children inside, receiving toys, candy, and books. As they noisily ran and tumbled about, important looking women 
hurried under the gaze of a headmistress. Again, neither a manger scene nor a crucifix could be seen, and nobody mentioned 
the name of the Child Jesus.  As Christ stood there, a feeling of isolation grew in His heart. He was a trespasser. Finally, He 
approached a young boy whose arms overflowed with toys. “Do you love the Child Jesus who has given you so many nice 
toys?”  The boy stared at Him with a puzzled air: “Child Jesus?”  “Don’t you know Him?”  “No…”   The headmistress, as if sens-

ing some danger afoot, rushed over. “What did this Man say to you?” she frantically asked the boy. Upon learning what Our 
Lord had asked and what Name He had dared mention, her eyes glared with annoyance. “Be so kind as to leave… At once!”  
   Christ again walked through the streets, no longer entering any of the places He passed. He wandered as His mother had in 
Bethlehem, on a night like this and on the same date so long ago. He roamed through the endless streets, passing innumera-

ble places where His creatures celebrated Christmas without knowing its true meaning. He hesitated to return to Heaven with 
such observations, for they would sadden the saints. 
   Weary, He came to the edge of a neglected suburb. A white building ablaze with tiny lights caught His eye. Approaching and 
looking through one of the windows, He saw His own image prominently displayed on the wall. His eyes brightened, as if re-

flecting the hundreds of lights outside, when He noticed that in one corner of the room was a simple, but attractively ar-
ranged, manger scene.  Just then the door opened and a boy came out, a boy like those who not infrequently come under the 
care of a parish. The boy stopped abruptly at the sight of man shivering in the darkness. Icy gusts blew around them.  “Sir, 
you could freeze out here! You need to get out of the cold.”  “I am quite cold,” answered Our Lord.  “Come in, then. We have 

a good fire going.”  And so Our Lord entered. Near the fireplace, a group of children were closely gathered around a young 
priest. As the fire crackled and filled the room with its warmth and light, the priest told the children about the infinite grandeur 
hidden within the little figure of the Child Jesus in the manger. He stopped his tale the moment Our Lord entered the room.  
“Come in! Oh, you look cold! Warm yourself here.”  The children promptly offered the newcomer a place close to the fire.  

“Have you had anything to eat? Joseph, go ask your mother to prepare something hot for this gentleman.”  Christ’s gaze slow-
ly passed over all of them, one by one, as if He were memorizing every little face. Above all, He gazed at the young priest.  
“Are you alone, my friend?” asked the priest kindly.  “Yes.”  Seized by soul-stirring curiosity, all eyes turned inquisitively upon 
the stranger, waiting.  Christ did not speak. Very slowly, regally, Jesus’ hand moved. He extended it over their heads, reach ing 

beyond the humble cottages of that neighborhood and encompassing that immense city whose miseries He had witnessed 
close up. In a tone of voice that none of those present would ever forget, He exclaimed: “Misereor super turbas” – I have pity 
upon these people! Then, slowly, before their astonished eyes He disappeared.  “It was Jesus!” cried one of the boys.  The 
young priest nodded solemnly. “Yes… it must have been…” 

http://www.returntoorder.org/author/pierrelermite/


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

          01/01              Becca Siler & Ariona Plumley                                Joanne Sikarskie                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      12/25 - 12/31:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         12/31              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Kathy Supak  
         01/01              Titi Ferguson                                                       John Ferguson                            Isaac Quattro                            

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 

sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 
Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 

the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Jean Lomanto, 
Joan Storck, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, and Charles Siler. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
The Nativity of Our Lord   

   
  Dec. 26 Monday                                                           Joseph Deegan                7:15 AM  Thomas                

  Dec. 27 Tuesday                          *Pat & Kathy Kotten         5:00 PM  Thomas                       
  Dec. 28 Wednesday                                              Rev. Richard J. Broderick                                    9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Dec. 29 Thursday                                                     Moore & Fortini Families                     5:00 PM  Thomas 

  Dec. 30 Friday                                                             Richard Zimmer       5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec. 31 Saturday                              LCDR W.R. Dermott, USNR    9:00 AM  Parsons                                         

  Dec. 31 SATURDAY  (Mary the Mother of God)        Sr. Francesca DiBacco                                                    5:00 PM  Thomas    
  Dec. 01 SUNDAY (Mary the Mother of God)              Neil & Yvonne Lothes    9:00 AM Thomas    
  Dec. 01 SUNDAY  (Mary the Mother of God)              People of the Parish                                          11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

