
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Jan. 15, 2017 
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Nothing we do to defend the human person, no matter 
how small, is ever unfruitful or forgotten. Our actions touch 
other lives and move other hearts in ways we can never 
fully understand in this world. Don’t ever underestimate the 
beauty and power of the witness you give in your prolife 
work.”          ++ Archbishop Charles J. Chaput 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JANUARY 08, 2017  
 

St. Thomas: $2,383.20 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $1,614.99 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of DECEMBER, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 01/08/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 01/15/16.) 
(Low Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
January 15 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
January 27 - 44th Annual March for Life. 
January 29 - Second Collection for the Church in Latin America. 
February 3/4 - ** FIRST FRIDAY AND FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS ** 
February 4/5 - Blessing of Throats immediately following all Masses. 
February 5 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
February 8 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Thomas. 
 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “mixed canned vegetables and 

fruit cocktail.”  Each month we will let you know the 
items that are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

THANK YOU! 
Thanks to all who helped take down the decorations.  It 
was wonderful that so many people stayed after Mass to 
help take down, pack away and clean up the mess that 
was made.  It is proof that “many hands make light work”.  
May the Lord reward all of you for your generous service. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Would you like to have a Mass said for a deceased loved 
one or family member?  Now is the time to get your Mass 
intentions in for 2017.  Please call the parish office or drop 

your intentions in the mail or collection baskets. 

 

ATTENTION LADIES! 
There will be a Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild  
meeting in the social hall immediately following  

the 11 AM morning Mass in Parsons.   
All are invited and encouraged to attend. 

 

THE 44th ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE 
The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer and public witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S. Supreme 
Court to legalize abortion.  As Catholics, we believe that all life is sacred.  Participating in the March for life is an oppor-

tunity to be advocates for those who cannot speak for themselves and to help our government understand why we believe 
life is so sacred.  Please come join us and take a stand for LIFE!  We will be taking a car (or cars) to the metro stop in 

Vienna, VA., and then we will take the train into D.C.  Please call the Parish Office if you would like to join this life saving 
event, Friday, January 27th, 2017. 

SILENCE IN THE CHURCH 
Adoration before our Lord present in the tabernacle fosters 

adoration before the Lord really and truly present in the 
Most Holy and Blessed Sacrament of the altar.  When en-
tering or leaving church please observe silence.  If 

you want to talk to your fellow parishioners please whisper 
one line—”I’ll meet you in the vestibule or outside.” 



Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..317 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….5,501 
(since May 2016) 

EARTHLY TREASURES VS HEAVENLY TREASURES 
by Maurice Blumberg 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and decay destroy, and thieves break in and steal. But store 
up treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there also will your heart be. “The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eye is sound, your whole body will be filled with 
light; but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be in darkness. And if the light in you is darkness, how great will the dark-
ness be. “No one can serve two masters. He will either hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and mammon (Matthew 6:19-24).  
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, whatever be-
longs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry (Colossians 3:1-5). 
We take every thought captive in obedience to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5).  
Do not be afraid any longer, little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom (Luke 12:32).  
Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s house there are many 
dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? And if I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be (John 14:1-3).  
He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old order has 
passed away (Revelation 21:4).  
Earthly treasures—we all know what those are. We can see and touch the shiny sports car, the fancy boat, the big new 
home, and all the other creature comforts that money can buy. Compared to vague and elusive heavenly treasures, these 
things seem so real and attractive, especially when a neighbor has them and you don’t.  
Why would Jesus warn us about these earthly treasures that seem to make so many people happy? The answer to this can 
be summed up in three words: “temporary,” “perishable,” and “shortsighted.” We are destined for eternity, but the treas-
ures of the world are not. It’s shortsighted to set our hearts on things that will fade away (Colossians 3:2). What will last 
forever, Jesus says, is the treasure of heaven. This treasure really is worth seeking, because it’s the only one that will truly 
satisfy and will last forever. 
The heavenly treasure Jesus promises has two aspects. First, there are the rewards waiting for us at the end of time. At the 
last judgment, we will each receive our recompense for every act of love and obedience to Christ—every cup of water for 
the thirsty, every sinful thought brought captive to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5), every moment submitted to his will. Jesus 

has prepared a place for us in the beautiful New Jerusalem (John 14:2-3), where there is no darkness, sickness, or pain 
(Revelation 21:4). He will reign there as Lord, and we will see him face-to-face! 
The second aspect of heavenly treasure is what we can experience here and now. For those who give their lives to Christ 
and submit to him, life on earth is filled with glimpses of heaven.  
This includes:  Freedom from guilt.  Power over persistent sin.  A dynamic, personal relationship with the Crea-
tor of the universe.  Clarity and purpose for living.  Deep friendships with brothers in the Lord.  Conviction of 
the truth and clarity about right and wrong.  The ability to forgive.  Strength in weakness.  Peace in times of 
trial.  Joy in the knowledge of salvation. Hope for the future.  Divine wisdom for everyday situations.  Healing 
and miracles.    
When you stop to think about it, no luxury car, fancy boat, or mansion can possibly compare to these heavenly treasures. 
And the way to receive them, Jesus says, is simply this: “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” (Matthew 
6:33). Here are a few ways to do this:  Try not to get too distracted by trivial stuff. 
Do your best to keep God’s heavenly plan in the forefront of your mind.  Set your heart on receiving God’s love. 
Spend time every day returning that love to him and growing closer to him through prayer, service, and faithfulness to his 
calling.  The more determined you are in seeking first the kingdom of God, the more you will see the true value in heavenly 
treasures and the futility of pursuing only earthly treasures.  
“Heavenly Father, help me to put you first in all things and seek first the kingdom of God, rather than earthly treasures. 
Lord Jesus, thank you for so extravagantly lavishing on me the good gifts of your heavenly kingdom.” 

http://www.catholiclane.com/earthly-treasures-vs-heavenly-treasures/
http://www.catholiclane.com/author/mblumberg/


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
          01/22             Becca Siler & Lillian Plumley                                 Fred Sikarskie                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      01/15 - 01/21: Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry  

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         01/21              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Nancy Zizunas  
         01/22              Titi Ferguson                                                       John Ferguson                            Wesley Snyder 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 

incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 

Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 

“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 
the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Jean Lomanto, 
Joan Storck, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, and Charles Siler. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time   

   
  Jan. 16 Monday                                                         Rev. Robert Frueh            7:15 AM  Thomas                
  Jan. 17 Tuesday                             Mary E. Buchleiin       5:00 PM  Thomas                       
  Jan. 18 Wednesday                                                        *Scott Smith                            9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Jan. 19 Thursday                                                             *Brian Spaiveri                            5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 20 Friday                                                              *David Ferguson                                    5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 21 Saturday                                                    Rev. Owen Mullen                             9:00 AM  Parsons                                         
  Jan. 21 SATURDAY                                                      Carmen DiBacco                        5:00 PM  Thomas    
  Jan. 22 SUNDAY                          Fr. Seamus Maguire        9:00 AM Thomas    
  Jan. 22 SUNDAY                                        People of the Parish                                   11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

