
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
 

“Life is the right of every child,  

not a special privilege for the fortunate,  

the planned and the perfect.” 
— Author Unknown 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JANUARY 15, 2017  
 

St. Thomas: $1,759.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $938.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of January, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 01/08/16; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 01/15/16.) 
(Low Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
January 27 - 44th Annual March for Life. 
January 29 - Second Collection for the Church in Latin America. 
February 3/4 - ** FIRST FRIDAY AND FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS ** 
February 4/5 - Blessing of Throats immediately following all Masses. 
February 5 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
February 8 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Thomas. 
 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “mixed canned vegetables and 

fruit cocktail.”  Each month we will let you know the 
items that are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

BROKEN ROSARIES? 
If you have any broken Rosaries and you 

want to get rid of them, please bring them 
to the back of the church and we might be 
able to fix them and find a home for them.   

 

THANK YOU! 
Fr. Grassi and Congregation, 
 

Thank you for your generous donation of cookies to 
the Christmas Community Baskets.   God bless you. 
 

Hinkle House Food Pantry 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Would you like to have a Mass said for a deceased loved 
one or family member?  Now is the time to get your Mass 
intentions in for 2017.  Please call the parish office or drop 

your intentions in the mail or collection baskets. 

 

THE 44th ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE 
The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer and public witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S. Supreme 
Court to legalize abortion.  As Catholics, we believe that all life is sacred.  Participating in the March for life is an oppor-

tunity to be advocates for those who cannot speak for themselves and to help our government understand why we believe 
life is so sacred.  Please come join us and take a stand for LIFE!  We will be taking a car (or cars) to the metro stop in 

Vienna, VA., and then we will take the train into D.C.  Please call the Parish Office if you would like to join this life saving 
event, Friday, January 27th, 2017. 

 

2nd COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
 

Their will be a 2nd collection next weekend 
on January 29th, for the  

Church in Latin America.   
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Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..260 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….5,761 
(since May 2016) 

 

AGAINST ALL ODDS, MY DEAR MOTHER GAVE ME LIFE! 
 

I  love being a Catholic priest.  I love celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  I love preaching the Word.  I love people.  
I love everything about being an Alter Christus. 
  But most of all, I love the way God, in his inscrutable fashion, saw fit to arrange my journey to the altar of God in spite 
of my unworthiness and sinfulness. 
   For, you see, I almost didn’t make it!  Let me explain.   
   My dear mother, recently deceased at the age of 95, was born Nov. 11, 1915, at the height of WWI.  She was 22 when 
she met my father.  Mother told me he was the first man to ask her hand in marriage.  His being young and handsome, 
she fell “head over heels” for him and immediately said “yes!”  They eloped. 
   Depression-era woes:  The times were difficult as America was at the height of the Great Depression and many were 
out of work, my father being one of them.  And we were soon to enter the Second World War, bringing more pain and 
suffering to millions of Americans.  These were not the best of times for starting a family.  When my unemployed father 
learned of mother’s pregnancy, he insisted I be aborted, with the ultimatum he would leave her should she refuse. 
   Mother refused to go along:  Being raised Catholic, she knew this was wrong, and, besides, she desperately wanted 
me.  With no job, my dad began drinking and womanizing and would return to our small New York City apartment in a 
drunken rage, wanting to know if she had made an appointment with a local abortionist in Greenwich Village named “Dr. 
Sunshine.”  When she said no, Dad began to strike her.  Then he would leave and disappear for days and weeks at a time. 
   Finally, he forcibly took her to the abortionist.  But when Dr. Sunshine examined and saw Mom was past four months 
and how the procedure at this late date could spell her death as well, Dad took off. 
   Amazing grace:  By the grace of God, I was born Dec. 23, 1937.  
   Fast forward.  I eventually was placed in a Catholic orphanage with 500 other youngsters.  Looking back on those years, 
I appreciate more than ever the heroic sacrifices those precious nuns made to house, clothe and feed all of us during such 
difficult economic times.  
   For me, the greatest blessing was to receive daily instruction in the Catholic faith, primarily from the old “Baltimore Cat-
echism.”  We had daily Mass and at one point, Sister asked if I would like to serve at Mass.  I was delighted as she in-
structed me in the Latin prayers and the responses.  A fringe benefit was getting to know the priest whom I grew to ad-
mire; in fact; I took my confirmation name “Mark” from this wonderful, dedicated servant of God. 
   Eventually Mom divorced Dad and remarried “outside of the church.”  I was 11 when I left the orphanage in the 
“country” setting and found myself overwhelmed by the speed of life on the sidewalks of New York.  In my youthful igno-
rance, I didn’t even know the difference between a Democrat and a Republican as the radio discussed presidential candi-
dates Dewey and Truman! 
   Worked hard, got much help:  Small after-school jobs helped me raise money to pay my tuition for the Catholic high 
school I was blessed to attend.  Again, I was impressed by the witness of the priests and religious brothers who were my 
instructors.  The thought of entering the religious life took hold. 
   With prayer and spiritual guidance, I applied and was accepted into a religious community of priests and brothers.  Not 
feeling “worthy” of the priesthood, I was accepted as a brother candidate, and over the next 25 years different confessors 
and spiritual directors asked me to consider the priesthood. 
   An honest “retreat of election” conducted by a very saintly priest assured me this was the “will of God,” and so ...fast 
forward...after years of seminary study, I was ordained May 25, 1985. 
   Blessed forgiveness!  After the joy of being able to celebrate Holy Mass daily comes my joy of sitting in the confes-
sional.  How many times over the last 28 years have I absolved the sin of abortion, and as often listened quietly to the 
frequently tearful account from the mother on the other side of the screen, I would find myself quietly shedding a sympa-
thetic tear as God mercifully uses me, sinful person that I am, as his “instrument” to bring healing and peace to this, his 
precious daughter.  But for the grace of God, there go I.   —Rev. Francis E. Butler, S.S.J. 

 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
          01/29             Ariona Plumley & Dee Oldaker                              Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      01/22 - 01/28:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         01/28              Rita Johnson                                                       Kathy Supak 
         01/29              Betty Woods                                                        Don Woods                                Isaac Quattro 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 

incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 

Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 

“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 
the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Jean Lomanto, 
Joan Storck, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, and Charles Siler. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time   

   
  Jan. 23 Monday                                                          *Brian Spaiveri                                7:15 AM  Thomas                
  Jan. 24 Tuesday                          Jim & Betty Oldaker     5:00 PM  Thomas                       
  Jan. 25 Wednesday                                                    Ben & Lela Long                             9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Jan. 26 Thursday                                                              Pat Sagace                                5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 27 Friday                                                               Robert Studer                                    7:00 AM  Thomas 
  Jan. 28 Saturday                                          Seminarian Brian  Bergcamp                             9:00 AM  Parsons                                         
  Jan. 28 SATURDAY                                                    *Becky Jackson                           5:00 PM  Thomas    
  Jan. 29 SUNDAY                         People of the Parish      9:00 AM Thomas    
  Jan. 29 SUNDAY                                            Mary Buckley                                   11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

