
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“The real question today is not when human life begins, 

but, What is the value of human life? The abortionist who 

reassembles the arms and legs of a tiny baby to make sure 
all its parts have been torn from its mother’s body can 

hardly doubt whether it is a human being. The real question 

for him and for all of us is whether that tiny human life has 

a God-given right to be protected by the law— the same 
right we have.”  ~ Ronald Reagan  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JANUARY 22, 2017  
 

St. Thomas: $2131.02 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $1123.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of January, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 01/08/16; 

(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
 

(Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 01/15/16.) 
(Low Mass) 

 
EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

January 29 - Second Collection for the Church in Latin America. 
February 3/4 - ** FIRST FRIDAY AND FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS ** 

February 4/5 - Blessing of Throats immediately following all Masses. 

February 5 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

February 8 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Thomas. 
February 12 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 

March 5 - First Sunday of Lent 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 

month we are seeking “mixed canned vegetables and 

fruit cocktail.”  Each month we will let you know the 

items that are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

BROKEN ROSARIES? 
If you have any broken Rosaries and you 

want to get rid of them, please bring them 

to the back of the church and we might be 

able to fix them and find a home for them.   

 

                           FOOD PANTRY  
Next Sunday we will be gathering food and 
monetary donations at the entrance of the 
Our Lady of Mercy Church. Thank you for 

supporting our local food pantry 

 

              FIRST FRIDAY 
**All are reminded that First Friday will begin with 

Mass at Cortland Acres at 1:00 PM, Adoration at 

5:00 PM followed by Benediction and Mass at 6:00 

PM at Our Lady of Mercy Church in Parsons.   

 

BLESSING OF THE THROATS 
“St. Blaise is given special recognition on Feb. 3rd, not only with a feast day, but with a unique ceremony that  
parallels the practice of anointing the sick.  In this case, it is blessing the throats of those with throat disorders  

and anyone who wishes to avoid getting such a malady. “  (Fr. William Saunders)    
 

On Sunday, February 5th we will have the blessing of throats immediately following all of  

our weekend Masses in honor of St. Blaise . 

 
2nd COLLECTION TODAY 

 

Their will be a 2nd collection this weekend of 
January 29th, for the  

Church in Latin America.   
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Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..260 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….5,761 
(since May 2016) 

 
THREE WAYS TO OBTAIN AN INDULGENCE FOR THE 100-YEAR FATIMA ANNIVERSARY 

by Maria Ximena Rondon 
 

For the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal, Pope Francis has decided to grant a plena-

ry indulgence opportunity throughout the entire anniversary year, which began Nov. 27, 2016, and will end Nov. 26, 2017. 

The Executive Secretary of the Rectory of the Fatima Shrine in Portugal, André Pereira, explained to CNA that the plenary 
indulgence can be obtained during the entire Jubilee Year. There are three ways of obtaining the indulgence, detailed in a 

statement on the shrine's website. 

 

Publisher & Date 
Catholic News Agency, December 1, 2016 

To obtain the plenary indulgence, the faithful must also fulfill the ordinary conditions: Go to confession and Communion, 

be interiorly detached from sin, and pray for the intentions of the Holy Father. 

 
1. Pilgrimage to the shrine 

The first way is for “the faithful to make a pilgrimage to the Fatima Shrine in Portugal 

and participate in a celebration or prayer dedicated to the Virgin.” 

In addition, the faithful must pray the Our Father, recite the Creed and invoke the 
Mother of God. 

 

2. Prayer before any statue of Our Lady of Fatima 

The second way applies to “the pious faithful who visit with devotion a statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima solemnly exposed for public veneration in any church, oratory or proper 

place during the days of the anniversary of the apparitions, the 13th of each month 

from May to October (2017), and there devoutly participate in some celebration or 

prayer in honor of the Virgin Mary.”   
Regarding this second way, the rector of the Fatima Shrine told CNA that the visit to 

the statue of the Virgin “does not necessarily have to be only at Fatima or exclusively in 

Portugal,” but can be done anywhere in the world. 

Those seeking an indulgence must also pray an Our Father, recite the Creed and invoke 
Our Lady of Fatima.  (THE STATUE AT ST. THOMAS IS OUR LADYOF FATIMA) 

 

 

3. Application for the elderly and infirm 
The third way to obtain a plenary indulgence applies to people who, because of age, 

illness or other serious cause, are unable to get around well. 

 

These individuals can pray in front of a statue of Our Lady of Fatima and must spiritual-
ly unite themselves to the jubilee celebrations on the days of the apparitions, the 13th 

of each month, between May and October 2017. 

 

They also must “offer to merciful God with confidence, through Mary, their prayers and 
sufferings or the sacrifices they make in their own lives.” 
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           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

          02/05             Whoever is available                                            Betty Jane DiBacco                      Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      01/29 - 02/07:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         02/04              Kathy Supak                                                        Nancy Zizunas 
         02/05              Mary Sagace                                                        Michelle Snyder                          Mateo Hinkle 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 

sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 
Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 

the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Jean Lomanto, 
Joan Storck, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, JoDella Stahl and Charles Siler. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

  Jan. 30 Monday                                                           Diana DiBacco                                7:15 AM  Thomas                
  Jan. 31 Tuesday                          People of the Parish    5:00 PM  Thomas                       
  Feb. 01 Wednesday                                               Poor Souls in Purgatory                       9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Feb. 02 Thursday                                                      Wilbur & Isabel Killeen                       5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 03 First Friday                 Martha Nichols    1:00 PM C.A. 

  Feb. 03 First Friday                                        ADORATION & BENEDICTION   5:00 PM  Parsons 
  Feb. 03 First Friday                                                   Luke Kaczmarek                                        6:00 PM  Parsons 
  Feb. 04 First Saturday                                       *Scott Smith                                9:00 AM  Parsons                                         
  Feb. 04 SATURDAY                                                       Anton Kotten                               5:00 PM  Thomas    

  Feb. 05 SUNDAY                            Jack Lambruno    9:00 AM Thomas    
  Feb. 05 SUNDAY                                        People of the Parish                                   11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

