
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
Rescue those who are led away to death. And do not cease 
from delivering those who are dragged away to a violent 
death. If you would say: “I do not have sufficient strength.” 
He who inspects the heart, the same one understands, and 
nothing slips past the one who preserves your soul. And he 
shall repay a man according to his works.   
                          ++ Proverbs 24: 11,12 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JANUARY 29, 2017  
 

St. Thomas: $2,778.51 
Church in Latin America:  412.00 

 

Our Lady of Mercy: $890.00 
Church in Latin America:  300.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of January, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 02/12/17; 
(Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 02/19/17. 
(Low Mass) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
February 4/5 - Blessing of Throats immediately following all Masses. 
February 5 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
February 8 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Thomas. 
February 12 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
February 26 - Mardi Gras Potluck dinner immediately following the 11 AM  Mass. 
March 1 - Ash Wednesday 
March 5 - First Sunday of Lent. 

 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “mixed canned vegetables and 

fruit cocktail.”  Each month we will let you know the 
items that are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

PRAY FOR PRIESTS 
“Priests have received a power which God has given neither to angels nor to archangels. It was said to them: ‘Whatsoever 
you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever you shall loose, shall be loosed.’ Temporal rulers have 
indeed the power of binding; but they can only bind the body. Priests, in contrast, can bind with a bond which pertains to 
the soul itself and transcends the very heavens. Did [God] not give them all the powers of heaven?…What greater power 
is there than this? The Father has given all judgment to the Son. And now I see the Son placing all this power in the 
hands of men. They are raised to this dignity as if they were already gathered up to heaven”   -St. John Chrysostom 

 

                           FOOD PANTRY  
Today we will be gathering food and mone-
tary donations at the entrance of the Our 
Lady of Mercy Church. Thank you for sup-

porting our local food pantry 

 

BLESSING OF THE THROATS 
“St. Blaise is given special recognition on Feb. 3rd, not only with a feast day, but with a unique ceremony that  
parallels the practice of anointing the sick.  In this case, it is blessing the throats of those with throat disorders  

and anyone who wishes to avoid getting such a malady. “  (Fr. William Saunders)    
 

Today, Sunday, February 5th we will have the blessing of throats immediately following all of  
our weekend Masses in honor of St. Blaise . 

 

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS 
 

The flowers adorning the altar area at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church are in loving 
memory of Wilbur & Isabel Killeen  
         by John & Titi Ferguson. 



Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..235 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….5,996 
(since May 2016) 

DIDN'T THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ADD TO THE BIBLE? 

Question 

The Catholic Church claims to be the guardian of the Bible, but it demonstrated its hostility towards God's Word when it 
added unscriptural books to the Old Testament, namely the Apocrypha.  

Answer 

A few things need to be said here. First of all, the seven books in question--Tobit, Judith, 1 and 2 Maccabees, Wisdom, 
Ecclesiasticus, and Baruch--are properly called the deuterocanonical books.  
 
Second, the label "unscriptural" was first applied by the Protestant Reformers of the 16th century. The truth is, portions of 
these books contradict elements of Protestant doctrine (as in the case of 2 Maccabees 12, which clearly supports prayers 
for the dead and a belief in purgatory), and the "reformers" therefore needed some excuse to eliminate them from the 
canon. However, these books are "unscriptural" only if misinterpreted. It should also be noted that the first-century Chris-
tians--including Jesus and the apostles--effectively considered these seven books canonical. They quoted from the Septua-
gint, a Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures that contained these seven books. More importantly, the deuterocanoni-
cals are clearly alluded to in the New Testament. 
 
Third, the canon of the entire Bible was essentially settled around the turn of the fourth century. Up until this time, there 
was disagreement over the canon, and some ten different canonical lists existed, none of which corresponded exactly to 
what the Bible now contains. Around this time there were no less than five instances when the canon was formally identi-
fied: the Synod of Rome (382), the Council of Hippo (393), the Council of Carthage (397), a letter from Pope Innocent I to 
Exsuperius, Bishop of Toulouse (405), and the Second Council of Carthage (419). In every instance, the canon was identi-
cal to what Catholic Bibles contain today. In other words, from the end of the fourth century on, in practice Christians 
accepted the Catholic Church's decision in this matter. 
 
By the time of the Reformation, Christians had been using the same 73 books in their Bibles (46 in the Old Testament, 27 
in the New Testament)--and thus considering them inspired--for more than 1100 years. This practice changed with Martin 
Luther, who dropped the deuterocanonical books on nothing more than his own say-so. Protestantism as a whole has 
followed his lead in this regard. 
 
One of the two "pillars" of the Protestant Reformation (sola scriptura or "the Bible alone") in part states that nothing can 
be added to or taken away from God's Word. History shows therefore that Protestants are guilty of violating their own 
doctrine. 
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           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
          02/12             Kaylee DiBacco & Becca Siler                                Joanne Sikarskie                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      02/05 - 02/11:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         02/11              Rita Johnson                                                       Beth Spencer 
         02/12              Brittiny Cross                                                      Diane Rader                                Nathaniel Rader 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 

incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 

Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 

“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 
the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Jean Lomanto,  
Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, JoDella Stahl and Charles Siler. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

   
  Feb. 06 Monday                                                    Moore & Fortini Families                           7:15 AM  Thomas                
  Feb. 07 Tuesday                              Gerry Bergeron    5:00 PM  Thomas                       
  Feb. 08 Wednesday                                                Frances & Arlie Mason                    9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Feb. 09 Thursday                                                               Diane Ulch                     5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 10 Friday                                                People of the Parish                      5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 11 Saturday                                                     James Judge                                      9:00 AM  Parsons                                         
  Feb. 11 SATURDAY                                                 Fr. Seamus Maguire                          5:00 PM  Thomas    
  Feb. 12 SUNDAY                               Pat Sagace       9:00 AM Thomas    
  Feb. 12 SUNDAY                                       People of the Parish                                     11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

