
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE  CORNER 
“Abortion is like a huge spiritual vortex of sin pulling people 
into it — a spiritual power that negates God’s plan for love, 
life and the family. It not only destroys bodies but destroys 
souls, which from the point of view of eternity, represents 
the devil’s greatest masterpiece of evil.” 
                         ++ Fr. Thomas Euteneuer 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  FEBRUARY 05, 2017  
 

St. Thomas: $2,520.75 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $731.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of February, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 02/12/17; 
 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 02/19/17. 
(Low Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
February 12 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
February 26 - Mardi Gras Potluck dinner immediately following the 11 AM  Mass. 
March 1 - Ash Wednesday 
March 5 - First Sunday of Lent. 

 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “mixed canned vegetables and 

fruit cocktail.”  Each month we will let you know the 
items that are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA AND LOURDES 2017 
As you know, 2017 marks the 100th anniversary of the Our Lady of Fatima Apparitions.  In celebration, Fr. Mark Gallipeau 
will lead a special pilgrimage to Fatima and Lourdes.  Departure date is August 6, 2017 and highlights of the trip include:  
Fatima, Aljustrel, Valinhos, Santarem, Cathedral of Burgos, Monastery of Santa Maria Real de las Huelgas, Lourdes, Groto 

of Massabielle, Carcassone, Barcelona, La Sagrada Familia.  Cost of trip is $3,499 Double; $3,899 Single; $3,469 Triple 
and includes:  Roundtrip Airfare from Pittsburgh; Pick-up (location to be determined); lodging; motor coach transporta-

tion; professional tour manager; taxes and service charges; baggage handling; hotel transfers; 8 breakfasts; 1 lunch and 7 
dinners.  Above prices guaranteed if deposit received by March 7, 2017.  Brochures available in the back of the church.  

For more information or to make a reservation, contact Anita Petrella at 304-481-3222 or ampetrella@yahoo.com. 

 

ROSARY BEFORE SUNDAY MASS 
 Just a reminder that the Holy Rosary is 
prayed every Sunday in Parsons before 
Mass beginning at 10:30 AM.     
         Come and pray with us.                 

 

                            CELEBRATE MARDI GRAS WITH US! 
 

In two weeks on Sunday, February 26th, we will celebrate “Mardi Gras” with a festive dinner 

immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy church.  Join us as we feast on 
delicious soups, sandwiches, finger foods and desserts prepared by our ladies.  There will also be 
a “Piñata” for the children!  All are welcome to join the fun and festivities 

 

BAPTISM ANNOUNCEMENT 
Next Sunday, February 19th during the 9:00 

AM Mass in St. Thomas Aquinas Church we will 
celebrate the Baptism of Luke Mathew Cross.  
Luke is the son of Brittiny and Scott Cross. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjuha65t7bKAhVjsIMKHfO4DY8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsmmcougars.org%2F%3Fpage_id%3D411&bvm=bv.112064104,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHGole9EsDZaTgq6-dU0IFvpN-oJw&ust=145331204484
https://www.pinterest.com/momonedge1/baptismal-gown/


Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..235 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….5,996 
(since May 2016) 

 

MEXICAN CITY SEES STUNNING DROP IN VIOLENCE AS ADORATION INCREASES 
“When a parish adores God day and night, the city is transformed.” 

Patty Knap  
 

From 2008–2010, Ciudad Juárez, in northern Mexico was listed as one of the most dangerous cities in the world, due 
to drug and gang related violence. Now in a dramatic turnaround, the city is considered safer than several American cities, 
including Baltimore and New Orleans. 

Fr. Patrico Hileman believes the change is due to Eucharistic Adoration. “When a parish adores God day and night, the city 
is transformed,” Fr. Hileman said. 

Jorge Gonzalez Nicholas, a prosecutor from Ciudad Juárez, said, "Juárez has suffered so much and been through so much 
pain. But the city is reviving: It's a symbol of what can be done. There is no other place in the world that has managed to 
turn itself around so quickly." 

Fr. Hileman told Radio María Argentina that missionaries opened the first Perpetual Adoration Chapel in Juarez in 2013. At 
that time “40 people a day were dying because two drug gangs were fighting over the city to move drugs into the United 
States.” 

They were the Juarez and Sinaloa cartels — the latter of which was led by Joaquín “el Chapo” Guzmán Loera, who was 
recently extradited from Mexico to the United States. Fr. Hileman recalled that “the parishes were saying that the war 
wasn't ending because a group of soldiers were with one gang and the police were with the other one. They were killing 
people, burning houses down so they would leave, fighting over the city.” 

It was right after Adoration was begun that the murder rate started dropping dramatically. From 2010–2015, the murder 
rate dropped from a staggering 3,766 to only 256. 

One of the parishes that was “desperate” asked the missionaries to open a Perpetual Adoration chapel because they as-
sured that “only Jesus is going to save us from this, only Jesus can give us security.”  The missionaries only took three 
days to establish the first Perpetual Adoration chapel in Juarez. 

Fr. Hileman told of one incident when the city was under a state of siege.  A woman was on her way to the chapel to do 
her Holy Hour at 3:00 a.m., when she was intercepted by six soldiers who asked her where she was heading.  When the 
woman told them that she was going to “the little chapel” the uniformed men asked her where that could be, because 
everything was closed at that hour. Then the woman suggested they accompany her to see for themselves. When they 
got to the chapel, the soldiers found “six women making the Holy Hour at the 3:00 in the morning,” Fr. Hileman said. 

She added,  “Do you think you're protecting us? We're praying for you 24 hours a day.” 

One of the uniformed men fell down holding his gun, “crying in front of the Blessed Sacrament. The next day at 3:00 in 
the morning they saw him in civilian clothes doing a Holy Hour, crying oceans of tears,” he said. 

Within two months of the Adoration chapel opening, the police “calls us and says to us: Father, since the chapel was 
opened there has not been one death in Juarez, it's been two months since anyone has died.” 

In February 2016, Pope Francis visited the formerly violence-torn city, and spoke at a local prison: 

Let us together ask our God for the gift of conversion, the gift of tears, let us ask him to give us open hearts like the Nine-
vites, open to His call heard in the suffering faces of countless men and women. No more death! No more exploitation! 
There is always time to change, always a way out and always an opportunity; there is always the time to implore the mer-
cy of God. 

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/pattyknap


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
          02/19              Addie Buckley & Lillian Plumley                             Betty Jane DiBacco                     Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      02/12 - 02/18:  Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         02/18              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Kathy Supak 
         02/19              Titi Ferguson                                                      John Ferguson                             Wesley Snyder 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 

incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 

Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 

“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 
the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Jean Lomanto,  
Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, JoDella Stahl and Charles Siler. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

   
  Feb. 13 Monday                                                             Tom Whitty                        7:15 AM  Thomas                
  Feb. 14 Tuesday                   Dr. Imelda Deegan Stevensen    5:00 PM  Thomas                       
  Feb. 15 Wednesday                                             Leo & Wilhelmina Sikarskie                    9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Feb. 16 Thursday                                                          Philippine Sagace                           5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 17 Friday                                                         Pat Klee                                       5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 18 Saturday                                                     John Harmon                                         9:00 AM  Parsons                                         
  Feb. 18 SATURDAY                                                 Rev. Msgr. Roy Klister                      5:00 PM  Thomas    
  Feb. 19 SUNDAY                             Wakem Simon             9:00 AM Thomas    
  Feb. 19 SUNDAY                                       People of the Parish                                     11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

