
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE  CORNER 
“The moral test of government is how it treats those who 
are in the dawn of life, the children; those who are in the 
twilight of life, the aged; and those who are in the shadows 
of life, the sick, the needy, and the handicapped.” 
                              — Hubert H. Humphrey 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  FEBRUARY 12, 2017  
 

St. Thomas: $2,008.06 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $736.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of February, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, (Low Mass) Sunday 02/12/17; 
 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 02/19/17. 
(Low Mass) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
February 26 - Mardi Gras Potluck dinner immediately following the 11 AM  Mass. 
March 1 - Ash Wednesday 
March 5 - First Sunday of Lent. 

 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.  This 
month we are seeking “mixed canned vegetables and 

fruit cocktail.”  Each month we will let you know the 
items that are most needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA AND LOURDES 2017 
As you know, 2017 marks the 100th anniversary of the Our Lady of Fatima Apparitions.  In celebration, Fr. Mark Gallipeau 
will lead a special pilgrimage to Fatima and Lourdes.  Departure date is August 6, 2017 and highlights of the trip include:  
Fatima, Aljustrel, Valinhos, Santarem, Cathedral of Burgos, Monastery of Santa Maria Real de las Huelgas, Lourdes, Groto 

of Massabielle, Carcassone, Barcelona, La Sagrada Familia.  Cost of trip is $3,499 Double; $3,899 Single; $3,469 Triple 
and includes:  Roundtrip Airfare from Pittsburgh; Pick-up (location to be determined); lodging; motor coach transporta-

tion; professional tour manager; taxes and service charges; baggage handling; hotel transfers; 8 breakfasts; 1 lunch and 7 
dinners.  Above prices guaranteed if deposit received by March 7, 2017.  Brochures available in the back of the church.  

For more information or to make a reservation, contact Anita Petrella at 304-481-3222 or ampetrella@yahoo.com. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES OF YOUTH MINISTRY 
The purpose of Youth Ministry is to dovetail with Faith Formation in providing positive experiences whereby youth interact 
with their community and with each other under the umbrella of “church,” or parish.  The hope is that these positive expe-
riences would help them to integrate church into their lives, see the parish as a place where they are valued and wel-
comed, and where, down the road, they would like to continue to be an active member as adults and eventually parents 
themselves.  We try to plan events that are socially, spiritually, or service oriented, and which complement those of Faith 
Formation.  The challenge is that youth are so, so scheduled and busy today with sports and school events that they hard-
ly find the time anymore for church-related events.   So pray for our youth.  Encourage them to get involved, and par-
ents—please make this a priority in your childrens’ lives.   

 

                            CELEBRATE MARDI GRAS WITH US! 
Next week on Sunday, February 26th, we will celebrate “Mardi Gras” with a festive dinner imme-
diately following the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy church.  Join us as we feast on deli-
cious soups, sandwiches, finger foods and desserts prepared by our ladies.  There will also be a 
“Piñata” for the children!  All are welcome to join the fun and festivities 



Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  sins  

committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  

Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks………..225 
 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….6,221 
(since May 2016) 

                             
 “DO GUARDIAN ANGELS KNOW OUR SECRET THOUGHTS?” 

 
The short answer is no. They have not been given a sort of special access to our thoughts, whereby they 

force themselves into our minds. However, we can, “will to reveal your thoughts and your secrets to your 
Guardian Angel by talking to him, as you would talk (pray) to a human saint in heaven or a friend on 

earth” (Peter Kreeft, Angels and Demons, 95). 
 

Additionally, our Guardian Angels have very intelligent minds and are experts at the art of observation, much 

better than us. This means that even though they do not have access to our thoughts without our consent, 

they can observe us and have a supernatural ability to know what we are thinking by merely being with 

us.  Nevertheless, if we want our Guardian Angel to know something, we must reveal it to them in prayer. 

                              
 

                             "CAN SATAN READ OUR MINDS OR KNOW OUR THOUGHTS?" 
 

Answer: First, it is important for us to remember that Satan is not omnipresent—he cannot be in more than 

one place at a time. Only God is everywhere, and only God knows everything, while Satan must rely on his 
army of demons to do his bidding. 

 
Can Satan and/or his demons read our minds? No. First Kings 8:39 says that God alone knows every human 

heart. There is no one else who has that ability. God knows what we will say before we can say it, while the 
thought is still formulating (Psalm 139:4). Jesus, being God incarnate, exhibited the divine quality of knowing 

men’s thoughts: “He knew what was in each person” (John 2:25; cf. Matthew 9:4; John 6:64). 

 
The Bible does teach us that Satan is powerful. Likely he was the highest of all the fallen angels, as he was 

persuasive enough to convince one third of the angels to join him in his rebellion (Revelation 12:4). Even 
after Satan's fall, not even Michael the archangel dared to confront him without the Lord’s help (Jude 1:9). 

Satan is the “the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedi-
ent” (Ephesians 2:2b). However, Satan’s power has its limits, and reading our minds seems to be beyond his 

ability. 
 

It would take omniscience for Satan and his demons to read our minds, which they do not have. God is the 

only One who can know our thoughts. However, Satan and his demons have been observing and tempting 
human beings for thousands of years. Surely, they have learned a few things about us over the years. Even 

without the ability to know our thoughts, they can make a well-educated guess as to what we are thinking 
and then attempt to use that to their advantage. That is why we are commanded to “submit yourselves, 

then, to God” (James 4:7a), before we are told to “resist the devil” (James 4:7b). 
 
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Kings%208.39
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20139.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%202.25
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%209.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.64
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2012.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jude%201.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.2b
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%204.7a
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%204.7b
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The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 

incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, 

Â FREE (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincin-
nati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 

“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in 
the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins:  Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor 

James, J. Pat Nichols, Mary Moore, Vincent DiBacco, Dan Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Jean Lomanto,  
Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, JoDella Stahl and Charles Siler. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time   

   
  Feb. 20 Monday                                                             Emil Krumm                              7:15 AM  Thomas                
  Feb. 21 Tuesday                              Gerry Bergeron                  5:00 PM  Thomas                       
  Feb. 22 Wednesday                                                  People of the Parish                          9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Feb. 23 Thursday                                                         Elizabeth Krosmico                          5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 24 Friday                                               Most Abandoned Priest                                   5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 25 Saturday                                                   Lela & Ben Long                                        9:00 AM  Parsons                                         
  Feb. 25 SATURDAY                                                      *Lillian Moore                    5:00 PM  Thomas    
  Feb. 26 SUNDAY                             Albert DiBacco              9:00 AM Thomas    
  Feb. 26 SUNDAY                                        People of the Parish                                    11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

