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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of August, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
 (Low Mass) Sunday 08/13/17; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 08/20/17.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

July  31 Monday 	
Aug 01 Tuesday	
Aug 02 Wednesday	
Aug 03 Thursday	
Aug 04 First Friday 
Aug 04 First Friday 
Aug 04 First Friday 
Aug 05 First Saturday 
Aug 05 SATURDAY VIGIL 
Aug 06 SUNDAY	
Aug 06 SUNDAY	

   7:15 AM  Thomas	
   5:00 PM  Thomas	
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas	
   1:00 PM  Cort. Acres 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   6:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons	

Eileen Grady 
Flexie E. Gazelle 
Poor Souls in Purgatory 
Edward F. Silk 
Jim Willis 
ADORATION & BENEDICTION 
Ms. Sadie Caldrone 
Eula Jean & Henry Udovich 
The Ponikvar Family 
People of the Parish 
Frances & Arley Mason 
         

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, and 

Robin Bolasky	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 
DATE 

 
08/05 
08/06	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Kathy & Pat Kotten 
Titi Ferguson 

 
READERS 
 
Kathy Supak 
John Ferguson	

PARSONS 

17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, JULY 30, 2017	

DATE 

 
08/06	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Addie Buckley & Becca Siler 	

     READERS 
 
     Joanne Sikarskie	

     Cleaning:  07/30 – 08/05:  Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry	



The American Red Cross will be at the Parsons Senior Center on 
Monday, August 7, 2017 between 1:00 – 5:30 PM.  (Every 2 seconds 
someone in the U.S. needs blood.)  The Red Cross is facing a 
critical blood shortage.  Eligible blood and platelet donors of all 
blood types are urged to give now and help save lives.  Sponsored 
by Parsons Kiwanis Club. 

  

 

 

 

	

	

	

	

Come to “Celebrate Recovery” every Monday night starting July 
31st at 6:30 PM at the Parsons Church of God.  Celebrate Recovery 
is a Christ-centered 12 step program for those who have a hurt, 
hang-up or habit and who want to experience the recovery process 
through the loving power of Jesus Christ.  If you are suffering 
with alcoholism, drug addiction, gambling addiction, grief, anger, 
anxiety, sexual abuse, domestic violence, codependency, divorce, 
fear, depression, food addiction, pornography, loving someone 
addicted, etc., then this program is for you.  Questions? Call 304-
478-2910 

 

PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Currently, there are some 400,000 
human embryos in cold storage like 
this around the country. And that 
number is growing every day. To put 
it into perspective: the total U.S. 
population of frozen human embryos 
would make up the 45th largest city 
in the nation — roughly the same 
size as the populations of Oakland, 
Calif., and Miami, Fla. 
This staggers the imagination. In our 
very midst, we have a vast city-sized 
“orphanage” of unwanted children. 
The options for these human beings 
in embryonic state are grim. They are 
either destroyed outright, given to 
scientists for experimentation, such 
as embryonic stem cell research, or 
forgotten about altogether by their 
“parents.” 
This is the sad new world that the 
right to abortion has led us into. It is 
a world where the embryo, the 
unborn child, is treated not as human 
person, but as “property” to be 
disposed of as its “owners” see fit.” 
++ Archbishop Jose H. Gomez 

 

St. Thomas……..$3,980.00 pledged 

  (Goal: $10,510) 38% of goal met. 
 

Our Lady of Mercy …$3,400 pledged 
     (Goal: $3,800) 89% of goal met	

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Aug 01 – Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7 PM in the 
rectory conference room. 
Aug 06 – ASK FATHER immediately following 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
Aug 09 – Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 7PM in Thomas. 
	

 

St. Thomas: $4,876.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $757.00 
 

 Since May 1, 2017, three Silver Roses have been making their way 
across North America, from Canada to the United States to Mexico. 
The silver rose exemplifies the Knights of Columbus’ devotion to 
Our Lady and their commitment to the Culture of Life. It is to the 
Blessed Mother that we turn in prayer as we work to end the 
Culture of Death that grips our society. As we think in terms of 
‘One Life, One Rose,’ it is most appropriate that we turn to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe who made known her will through Juan Diego 
and the miracle of the roses.” Our parish will receive the rose this 
week. Then on Sunday, August 6th, we will “run” the rose to 
Elkins.  We will also pray the Rosary at all of the weekend Masses 
in both St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches.  

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR JULY 23, 2017 

SILVER ROSE RUN 

 

2017 CATHOLIC SHARING	

PARSONS FOOD PANTRY:  Please bring food or monetary 
donations to the back of the church next Sunday, Aug. 6th.  We 
appreciate any donations. 
	

FOOD PANTRY 

GIVE BLOOD  

                  

THE PROBLEM WITH INSTANT GRATIFICATION 
Steffani Jacobs • June 8, AD2017 

Last week we learned about instant gratification through debt.  We also learned that instant gratification in 
and of itself isn’t a sin. However, it doesn’t build virtue. Instant gratification makes it easy to fall into 
temptation, especially the sin of greed. (Continued from last week)……. 
 

What Does Debt Have To Do With Any Of This?   So what do debt, instant gratification, and greed have to do 
with each other?  Greed is even more dangerous when it comes to debt. By going into debt, we become slaves 
to the lender. Debt may not be a sin in and of itself, like instant gratification. However, more often than not, 
our debt is due to instant gratification – our greed for our earthly desires, and our overindulgences. 
We wanted the career and so we needed a degree, but didn’t have the money to buy it. Student loan debt. We 
wanted the car, but didn’t have the money at the time and didn’t want to wait. Car loan debt.  We wanted the 
computer and didn’t want to work extra for the money. Credit card debt.  We wanted it now. We didn’t want 
to wait. Perhaps, we didn’t even need it at all, we just wanted that particular thing. Instead of waiting, saving 
for it, or looking for an affordable option, we gave in to our earthly desires, our greed. 
In the case of many 20-35 year olds, debt has become such a burden that it has come to rule their lives. They 
must work extra, giving up time with children and family. They must cut their charitable giving. In some 
cases, it even means putting off marriage or having children because it’s so burdensome. Debt and financial 
woes are a major point of tension in many marriages, causing stress that can often lead to divorce. 
What Is The Answer To Avoid Debt?  In a perfect world it would be great to avoid debt entirely. But some 
debt is unavoidable – like a house, for example; or even taxes and medical debt. However, once we accrue 
debt, it is our responsibility to pay it off and pay it off as quickly as possible. Simply making the minimum 
payments to make room for funding an instant gratification lifestyle is not a good excuse for carrying debt 
your whole life. 
Growing up, many of us learned how to budget and be frugal with money. We were taught to ask: “Do I 
really need this thing?” However, many of us end up asking a different version of that question: “Do I really 
want this thing?” Then, the question becomes: “Do I really want this thing and do I want it now?” With 
instant gratification, the answer to that question is usually ’yes.’ We shrug off the virtue of temperance, 
convincing ourselves that buying in and of itself isn’t a sin, immoral, or wrong. We neglect the gift of 
patience, telling ourselves that it’s OK to give into our earthly desires every now and then. However, that 
“every now and then” can quickly and easily turn into “every time.” 
Instant gratification is not exactly going to land you a first class express seat to Hell. In other words, no it’s 
not a sin. However, by giving in to instant gratification and neglecting to practice the virtues and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, we make it easy to fall into the sin of greed, and even other sins, as our thirst for earthly desires 
easily obtained instantly becomes unquenchable. 
Asking the Wrong Questions 
Perhaps, we are asking the wrong questions when it comes to money and purchases. Instead of focusing on 
obtaining the means to purchase something, especially through debt, we should focus on whether it’s 
necessity or strictly a desire. Are we satisfying a need, or chasing down instant gratification? Did you really 
need that degree at the private school that left you with thousands of dollars’ worth of debt? How about  the 
$30,000 car that inevitably put you into $40,000 worth of debt? Did you need the $2,000 in credit card debt for 
clothes, a computer, and a new phone? Did saying yes to the bank and accepting your chains make it easier to 
say yes to God, or have you had to sacrifice more God-given gifts to pay off the debt? 
Perhaps if we asked these questions before signing on the dotted line and accepting that debt, we would be 
freer to live more virtuous and fulfilling lives, free of debt and instant gratification 
 

LOOKING FOR FREEDOM? 

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  sins 
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  the  
Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  

for  all those serving in our  armed  forces. 
 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….92 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….8,487 
(since May 2016) 

 


